all our yesterdays by cristin terrill

All Our Yesterdays by Cristin Terrill is a captivating science fiction novel that intertwines
themes of time travel, love, betrayal, and the moral dilemmas faced by its characters. Set
in a dystopian future, the story follows the journey of two young women, Em and Finn, as
they grapple with their pasts, the ramifications of their choices, and the essence of their
identities. Through a cleverly crafted narrative that shifts between timelines, Terrill
explores the complexities of human emotion and the consequences of tampering with time.

Plot Overview

The novel begins in a world where time travel has become a reality, but it is strictly
controlled and regulated by the government. The narrative alternates between two
timelines: one where Em is imprisoned and tortured for her involvement in a rebellion
against the oppressive regime, and another that follows her earlier life as she navigates
love and friendship.

As the story unfolds, readers learn about the deep connection between Em and Finn, who
share a tumultuous friendship that is tested by the pressures of their environment. The
characters are faced with a dilemma that many would find impossible: changing the past to
save the future. The intricate timeline structure not only keeps readers engaged but also
emphasizes the impact of their choices and the weight of history.

Key Characters

The novel features a compelling cast of characters, each playing a crucial role in the
development of the plot.

1. Em: The protagonist, Em is a fierce and determined young woman who is willing to fight
against the oppressive regime. Her journey is one of self-discovery and resilience, as she
confronts her past and her role in the rebellion.

2. Finn: Em's best friend and love interest, Finn is deeply connected to Em's journey. His
character represents loyalty and the struggles associated with navigating their complicated
relationship amidst turmoil.

3. The Doctor: The antagonist of the story, The Doctor embodies the ruthless nature of the
regime. His obsession with control and power acts as a catalyst for Em's transformation and
the unfolding of the plot.

4. The Rebellion: This group of characters, representing the fight against oppression,
provides a backdrop against which Em and Finn's personal struggles unfold. Each member
has their motivations and backstories that enrich the narrative.



Thematic Elements

Terrill's novel is not just a tale of adventure; it delves into profound themes that resonate
with readers.

Time and Consequence

One of the most significant themes is the concept of time and its consequences. The ability
to travel back to the past raises questions about the morality of altering history. Em and
Finn confront the reality that their actions could have unintended consequences, leading to
a deeper philosophical exploration of fate versus free will.

Friendship and Love

The bond between Em and Finn is central to the narrative. Their relationship is portrayed
with authenticity, showcasing the challenges of trust, loyalty, and sacrifice. The evolution of
their friendship into a romantic connection highlights the complexities of young love in the
face of adversity.

Identity and Self-Discovery

As Em navigates the challenges of her reality, she embarks on a journey of self-discovery.
The struggles she faces force her to confront her identity and the choices she has made.
This theme is particularly poignant for young adult readers, as it reflects the universal quest
for understanding oneself in a complicated world.

Writing Style and Structure

Cristin Terrill employs a unique narrative structure that enhances the storytelling. The dual
timelines create a sense of suspense and intrigue, as readers are continuously piecing
together the puzzle of Em's past and present. The writing style is accessible yet evocative,
allowing readers to immerse themselves in both the emotional and action-driven aspects of
the plot.

The use of vivid imagery and strong character development adds depth to the story.
Terrill's ability to convey the stakes involved in each decision made by the characters
amplifies the tension and urgency that permeates the novel.



Critical Reception

Since its release, All Our Yesterdays has garnered positive reviews from critics and readers
alike. It has been praised for its intricate plot, relatable characters, and thought-provoking
themes. The novel’s exploration of time travel is often compared to other notable works in
the genre, but Terrill's unique approach sets it apart.

Readers have responded positively to the emotional depth of the characters, with many
finding themselves deeply invested in Em and Finn's journey. The moral dilemmas
presented in the story resonate with individuals, prompting discussions about the
implications of altering one’s past.

Conclusion

In conclusion, All Our Yesterdays by Cristin Terrill is more than just a science fiction novel; it
is a poignant exploration of love, friendship, and the moral complexities of time travel.
Through the experiences of Em and Finn, readers are invited to reflect on their own choices
and the impact of their pasts on their identities. The rich themes, relatable characters, and
engaging narrative structure make this book a compelling read for anyone interested in the
intersections of science fiction and human emotion.

As the story unfolds, it challenges readers to ponder the ultimate question: if given the
chance, would you change your past, and at what cost? Terrill’s masterful storytelling
ensures that this novel will linger in the minds of its readers long after they turn the final

page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'All Our Yesterdays' by
Cristin Terrill?

The central theme revolves around the complexities of time travel, the moral implications
of altering the past, and the struggle between fate and free will.

Who are the main characters in 'All Our Yesterdays'?

The main characters include Em, a girl who is trying to escape her dire circumstances, and
Finn, her best friend, who plays a crucial role in the time travel elements of the story.

What role does time travel play in the narrative of 'All
Our Yesterdays'?

Time travel is a pivotal element that allows characters to revisit their pasts, confront their
choices, and attempt to change the future, leading to intense emotional and ethical



dilemmas.

How does Cristin Terrill explore the consequences of
time travel in the book?

Terrill explores consequences through the characters' experiences, highlighting how their
attempts to change the past lead to unforeseen complications and personal sacrifices.

What are some significant conflicts faced by the
characters in 'All Our Yesterdays'?

Significant conflicts include the struggle for survival in a dystopian future, conflicts between
friends and enemies, and the internal struggle of making morally ambiguous choices.

How does the narrative structure of 'All Our Yesterdays'
enhance the story?

The narrative alternates between past and present timelines, creating suspense and
allowing readers to piece together the characters' backstories and motivations.

What message does 'All Our Yesterdays' convey about
friendship?

The book conveys that true friendship can withstand immense challenges and sacrifices,
emphasizing loyalty and the willingness to fight for loved ones.

In what ways does 'All Our Yesterdays' address the
concept of identity?

The story addresses identity by showing how characters evolve through their experiences
and choices, questioning who they are versus who they could have been.

What makes 'All Our Yesterdays' stand out in the young
adult genre?

Its unique blend of science fiction with emotional depth, along with a fast-paced plot and
complex characters, sets 'All Our Yesterdays' apart in the young adult genre.

What are readers saying about the ending of 'All Our
Yesterdays'?

Readers have mixed feelings about the ending, with some appreciating its emotional weight
and resolution while others feel it leaves certain questions unanswered.
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