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America: The Story of Us Episode 7 Worksheet

"America: The Story of Us" is a captivating documentary series that chronicles the history of the
United States from its inception to modern times. Episode 7, titled "Cities," delves into the
transformative power of urbanization in America during the 19th and 20th centuries. This worksheet
will examine the key themes, events, and figures portrayed in this episode, providing a
comprehensive understanding of the critical moments that shaped American cities and their cultures.

Overview of Episode 7: Cities

Episode 7 of "America: The Story of Us" explores the rapid development of cities in America and how
they became melting pots of culture, innovation, and opportunity. The episode highlights various
aspects, including the industrial revolution, immigration, and social changes that led to the growth of
urban centers.

The Rise of Industrialization

The episode begins by showcasing the impact of the Industrial Revolution on American cities. As
factories emerged, they attracted a workforce that sought employment and better living conditions.
Key points include:

- Technological Advancements: The introduction of machinery and mass production changed the
landscape of work.

- Economic Opportunities: Cities became hubs for economic activity, providing jobs in factories and
service industries.

- Infrastructure Development: The need for transportation and communication led to the construction
of railroads, bridges, and telegraph lines.

Immigration and Urban Growth

America's cities grew exponentially due to waves of immigration during the 19th and early 20th
centuries. The episode highlights several significant aspects of this phenomenon:

1. Diverse Populations: Immigrants from Europe, Asia, and other regions brought diverse cultures,
languages, and traditions to urban centers.

2. Cultural Enclaves: Neighborhoods like Little Italy and Chinatown emerged, allowing immigrants to
maintain their cultural identities while integrating into American society.

3. Labor Force: Immigrants provided the labor necessary for industrial growth, often working in harsh
conditions for low wages.



Social Changes and Challenges

The rapid urbanization brought about significant social changes and challenges. The episode
addresses several critical issues:

- Housing: The influx of people led to overcrowded tenements, often with inadequate sanitation and
safety measures.

- Labor Movements: The harsh realities of factory work led to the rise of labor unions advocating for
workers’ rights and better conditions.

- Social Reform: Activists emerged to address issues such as poverty, education, and women's rights,
prompting social change.

Key Figures and Events

The episode also highlights influential figures and events that played pivotal roles in shaping
America's urban landscape.

Important Figures

1. Andrew Carnegie: A steel magnate who revolutionized the steel industry and contributed to urban
infrastructure.

2. Jane Addams: A social reformer and founder of Hull House, advocating for the poor and immigrants
in urban areas.

3. Jacob Riis: A journalist and photographer who exposed the harsh realities of life in the slums
through his work "How the Other Half Lives."

Significant Events

- The Great Chicago Fire (1871): An event that led to massive rebuilding efforts and changes in urban
planning and architecture.

- The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire (1911): A tragedy that highlighted the need for labor reforms
and workplace safety regulations.

- The Great Migration: The movement of African Americans from rural South to urban North,
significantly impacting city demographics and culture.

The Cultural Impact of Urbanization

As cities grew, they became centers of cultural innovation, reflecting the diverse backgrounds of their
inhabitants. The episode illustrates this impact through various cultural expressions.



Art and Literature

The episode discusses how urban environments fostered artistic movements:

- Harlem Renaissance: A cultural, social, and artistic explosion centered in Harlem, showcasing African
American talent.

- Literature: Writers like F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway captured the essence of urban life
in their works.

Music and Entertainment

Urban centers became the birthplace of new musical genres, reflecting the melting pot of cultures:

- Jazz: Originating in New Orleans, jazz music became a defining genre of American culture.
- Broadway: The rise of theater and musicals in New York City offered new forms of entertainment.

Challenges and Resilience in Urban America

While cities offered opportunities, they also faced numerous challenges. The episode explores how
urban residents demonstrated resilience in the face of adversity.

Economic Struggles

- The Great Depression: The economic downturn led to widespread unemployment, affecting urban
areas significantly.

- Urban Renewal: Efforts to revitalize decaying neighborhoods highlighted the struggle between
progress and the displacement of existing communities.

Social Movements

- Civil Rights Movement: Urban centers became focal points for activism, advocating for racial equality
and justice.

- Environmental Movements: As cities grew, issues like pollution and green spaces became crucial,
leading to movements for sustainable urban living.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Urban America

The legacy of urbanization in America is profound and multifaceted. Episode 7 of "America: The Story
of Us" illustrates how cities became vital to the American identity, shaping cultural, social, and
economic landscapes. As urban centers continue to evolve, they reflect the ongoing story of a nation



built on diversity, innovation, and resilience.

In understanding the complexities of urban growth, viewers gain insights into the challenges faced
and the triumphs achieved by those who shaped America’s cities. The stories of struggle, progress,
and cultural richness serve as a reminder of the enduring spirit that defines urban America, making it
a vital part of the American narrative.

Through this worksheet, students and viewers are encouraged to engage with the historical themes
presented in Episode 7, deepening their understanding of how urbanization has influenced the course
of American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What major historical events are covered in Episode 7 of
'America: The Story of Us"?

Episode 7 focuses on the Industrial Revolution, including the rise of factories, the impact of
immigration, and the transformation of American society.

How does Episode 7 illustrate the impact of the Civil War on
America's development?

The episode highlights how the Civil War led to significant economic changes, including the shift from
an agrarian society to an industrial powerhouse, and how it shaped national identity.

What role does immigration play in the narrative of Episode
7?

Immigration is portrayed as a driving force behind industrial growth, with waves of immigrants
providing labor for factories and contributing to the cultural diversity of America.

Which key figures are featured in Episode 7, and what
contributions do they make?

Key figures such as Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller are featured, showcasing their
contributions to industry and capitalism, as well as their impact on American society.

How does Episode 7 of 'America: The Story of Us' address the
theme of innovation?

The episode discusses innovations such as the assembly line and telegraph, emphasizing how these
advancements revolutionized production and communication in the United States.



What educational activities can be included in a worksheet for
Episode 7?

A worksheet could include questions on key terms, timeline events, character analysis, and discussion
prompts about the effects of industrialization on different social groups.
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