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American Republic to 1877 assessment answers chapter 15 explores pivotal themes in U.S. history,
particularly focusing on the events leading up to and during the Civil War, as well as the societal
changes that followed. This chapter encapsulates the complex issues of slavery, states' rights, and
the turbulent political landscape of the mid-19th century. Understanding these themes is critical for
grasping the eventual transformation of the United States and its implications for future
generations.

Overview of Chapter 15: The Road to Civil War

Chapter 15 in the context of the American Republic outlines significant events and ideologies that
contributed to the increasing tensions between the North and the South. The assessment answers
provided in this chapter give insight into how various factors converged to ignite the Civil War.

Key Events Leading to the Civil War

The chapter discusses several critical events that played a role in precipitating the Civil War:

1. Missouri Compromise (1820):

- Aimed to balance slave and free states.

- Missouri entered as a slave state, while Maine was admitted as a free state.
- Established the 36°30' parallel as a line dividing free and slave territories.

2. Compromise of 1850:

- A package of five separate bills passed by Congress.

- Admitted California as a free state.

- Included a stricter Fugitive Slave Act, which angered many in the North.

3. Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854):
- Introduced the concept of popular sovereignty, allowing territories to decide on slavery.
- Led to violent conflicts known as "Bleeding Kansas."

4. Dred Scott Decision (1857):

- Supreme Court ruling that declared African Americans were not citizens and had no standing to
sue.

- Invalidated the Missouri Compromise, intensifying sectional tensions.

5. John Brown's Raid (1859):
- An armed insurrection at Harpers Ferry aimed at abolishing slavery.
- Further polarizing the North and South.



Political Developments and Ideological Divides

The political landscape of the United States during this period was characterized by significant
ideological divides.

- Rise of Abolitionism:
- Abolitionist movements gained momentum in the North, advocating for the end of slavery.
- Key figures included Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman.

- Formation of the Republican Party:
- Established in the 1850s, the party united various factions opposed to the expansion of slavery.
- Abraham Lincoln emerged as a prominent leader.

- Southern Secession:
- Following Lincoln's election in 1860, several Southern states seceded from the Union.
- The establishment of the Confederate States of America marked a pivotal moment in U.S. history.

Impact of the Civil War on American Society

The Civil War (1861-1865) had profound implications for American society, reshaping the nation’s
political, social, and economic fabric.

Human Cost and Societal Changes

1. Casualties and Loss:
- Approximately 620,000 soldiers died, making it one of the deadliest conflicts in American history.
- The war left families shattered and towns devastated.

2. Emancipation Proclamation (1863):

- Issued by President Lincoln, it declared the freedom of all enslaved people in Confederate-held
territory.

- Marked a turning point in the war, giving it a moral imperative against slavery.

3. Role of Women:

- Women took on new roles during the war, serving as nurses, spies, and even soldiers.
- Post-war, this led to increased advocacy for women's rights.

Reconstruction Era (1865-1877)

Following the end of the Civil War, the Reconstruction period aimed to reintegrate the Southern
states and redefine African Americans’ roles in society.

- Reconstruction Amendments:
- 13th Amendment: Abolished slavery in the United States.



- 14th Amendment: Granted citizenship and equal protection under the law.
- 15th Amendment: Prohibited denying the right to vote based on race.

- Challenges of Reconstruction:

- Resistance from Southern states led to the rise of Black Codes, aiming to restrict African
Americans' freedoms.

- The emergence of white supremacist groups like the Ku Klux Klan sought to undermine
Reconstruction efforts.

- Economic Changes:

- The South faced economic devastation, leading to the establishment of sharecropping and tenant
farming.

- The North experienced industrial growth, further deepening regional disparities.

Assessment Questions and Answers

To facilitate understanding, here are some common assessment questions along with their answers
based on Chapter 15.

Sample Questions

1. What were the primary causes of the Civil War?
- The primary causes included the debate over slavery, states' rights, economic differences, and
political power struggles.

2. How did the Dred Scott decision affect the status of slavery in the United States?
- The Dred Scott decision invalidated the Missouri Compromise and reinforced the legal standing of
slavery, causing outrage in the North.

3. What was the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation?
- It shifted the war’s focus to the abolition of slavery and allowed African Americans to enlist in the
Union Army, furthering the cause for freedom.

4. Describe the challenges faced during the Reconstruction era.
- Challenges included widespread poverty, violence from groups resisting change, and political
opposition to integrating freed slaves into society.

Conclusion

The insights gained from the American Republic to 1877 assessment answers chapter 15 provide a
comprehensive understanding of a transformative era in U.S. history. The chapter not only outlines
the critical events leading up to the Civil War but also highlights the societal changes that emerged
from this tumultuous period. By examining these events and their implications, we can better
appreciate the complexities of American history and the ongoing struggle for civil rights and
equality. The legacy of these struggles continues to resonate in contemporary society, reminding us



of the importance of understanding our past to navigate our future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the Civil War as discussed in
Chapter 15?

The main causes of the Civil War included the debate over slavery, states' rights, economic
differences between the North and South, and the election of Abraham Lincoln, which intensified
sectional tensions.

How did the Dred Scott decision impact the status of slavery in
the United States?

The Dred Scott decision ruled that African Americans could not be citizens and that Congress had no
authority to prohibit slavery in federal territories, further polarizing the nation on the issue of
slavery.

What role did the abolitionist movement play in American
society leading up to 1877?

The abolitionist movement raised awareness about the moral and ethical issues of slavery,
mobilizing activists and influencing public opinion, which contributed to the growing tensions that
led to the Civil War.

What were the significant outcomes of the Reconstruction era
as outlined in Chapter 15?

Significant outcomes of the Reconstruction era included the passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th
Amendments, the establishment of new state governments in the South, and ongoing struggles over
civil rights for freedmen.

How did economic factors contribute to the sectional divide in
the United States by 1877?

Economic factors such as the industrialization of the North, reliance on agriculture and slave labor
in the South, and differing economic interests led to significant sectional divides, contributing to
tensions that culminated in the Civil War.
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