american cancer society free wigs

American Cancer Society Free Wigs are a valuable resource for individuals
undergoing hair loss due to cancer treatments. Hair loss can be one of the
most distressing side effects of chemotherapy and radiation therapy,
impacting self-esteem and emotional well-being. Understanding the support
available, including free wigs from the American Cancer Society (ACS), can
help cancer patients regain a sense of normalcy during their treatment
journey. This article explores the services offered by the ACS, the process
of obtaining a free wig, and additional support resources available for those
affected by cancer.

Understanding the American Cancer Society

The American Cancer Society is a nationwide, community-based voluntary health
organization dedicated to eliminating cancer. Founded in 1913, the ACS
focuses on funding cancer research, providing patient services, advocating
for cancer-related policy changes, and educating the public about cancer
prevention and early detection.

Mission and Vision

The mission of the ACS is to save lives, celebrate lives, and lead the fight
for a world without cancer. Their vision includes:

- Supporting cancer research to find new treatments and cures.

- Providing resources and support for patients and families affected by
cancer.

- Advocating for public policies that improve healthcare access and cancer
prevention.

Wigs and Hairpieces: A Vital Service

One of the many ways the ACS supports cancer patients is through their wig
and hairpiece program. Hair loss can be a traumatic experience for many, and
having access to wigs can help restore confidence and improve quality of
life.

Why Wigs Are Important for Cancer Patients

- Emotional Well-Being: Wearing a wig can help patients feel more like



themselves and reduce feelings of anxiety and depression associated with hair
loss.

- Social Interaction: A wig allows individuals to engage socially without the
stigma that can accompany visible hair loss.

- Self-Expression: Wigs come in various styles and colors, allowing patients
to express their personality and maintain their identity during treatment.

How the American Cancer Society Provides Free
Wigs

The ACS offers free wigs to cancer patients through various local programs.
The process for obtaining a wig may vary by location, but the following steps
generally apply:

1. Contact Your Local ACS Office

- Locate your nearest ACS office through the ACS website or by calling their
national helpline.
- Inquire about the availability of the wig program in your area.

2. Schedule an Appointment

- Depending on the location, you may need to schedule an appointment for a
consultation.

- Some offices may provide wigs on a walk-in basis, while others may require
appointments.

3. Discuss Your Needs

- During your appointment, a trained staff member will discuss your
preferences, including style, color, and fit.

- They may offer various wig options, including synthetic and human hair
wigs.

4. Fitting and Selection

- After selecting a wig, staff will assist with fitting to ensure comfort and
proper sizing.
- You may be allowed to try on multiple wigs to find one that suits you best.



5. Take the Wig Home

- Once you've selected the perfect wig, you can take it home at no cost.
- Some locations may also provide care instructions to help you maintain your
wig.

Eligibility and Requirements

The ACS aims to make their wig program accessible to as many cancer patients
as possible. While there are generally no strict eligibility requirements,
the following points may apply:

- Diagnosis of Cancer: You must be undergoing treatment for cancer or have
experienced hair loss due to cancer.

- No Cost: The wigs provided by the ACS are free of charge, ensuring that
financial constraints do not prevent individuals from accessing this
essential resource.

Additional Support Resources from the American
Cancer Society

In addition to providing free wigs, the ACS offers a variety of other
resources to support cancer patients:

1. Patient Support Services

- Transportation Assistance: The ACS offers transportation services for
patients who need help getting to and from treatment.

- Support Groups: Patients can join support groups to connect with others
facing similar challenges, providing emotional support and shared
experiences.

2. Educational Materials

- The ACS provides educational resources on various cancer types, treatment
options, and coping strategies to help patients and caregivers navigate the
cancer journey.



3. Financial Assistance

- The ACS may offer financial assistance or guidance on navigating healthcare
costs associated with cancer treatment, including insurance counseling.

4. Research and Advocacy

- The ACS is actively involved in funding cancer research and advocating for
policy changes to improve cancer care and prevention.

How to Get Involved with the American Cancer
Society

Individuals looking to support the mission of the American Cancer Society can
get involved in several ways:

1. Volunteer Opportunities

- Volunteers are the backbone of the ACS, and there are numerous ways to
contribute, from helping at events to providing support for patients.

2. Fundraising Events

- Participating in or organizing fundraising events, such as Relay For Life,
is a great way to raise awareness and funds for cancer research and patient
support.

3. Donations

- Financial contributions to the ACS can help fund vital programs and
research initiatives geared towards fighting cancer.

Conclusion

The American Cancer Society's free wig program is an invaluable resource for
cancer patients experiencing hair loss due to treatment. By providing access
to wigs, the ACS helps individuals regain confidence and cope better during
their cancer journey. The ACS's broader array of support services further



ensures that patients and their families have access to the resources they
need. If you or someone you know is affected by cancer, reaching out to the
American Cancer Society can be a vital step toward receiving the help and
support needed during this challenging time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Cancer Society's program for
free wigs?

The American Cancer Society offers a program called 'Wigs for Cancer
Patients' which provides free wigs to individuals undergoing cancer treatment
who experience hair loss.

Who is eligible to receive a free wig from the
American Cancer Society?

Eligibility typically includes cancer patients who are undergoing treatment
such as chemotherapy or radiation that causes hair loss. Patients may need to
provide documentation from their healthcare provider.

How can I request a free wig from the American
Cancer Society?

You can request a free wig by contacting your local American Cancer Society
office or visiting their website to find resources and application forms.

Are the wigs provided by the American Cancer Society
new or used?

The American Cancer Society usually provides new wigs, but they may also have
options for gently used wigs that have been donated by others.

What types of wigs are available through the
American Cancer Society?

The program offers a variety of wigs in different styles, colors, and
materials to suit individual preferences and needs of cancer patients.

Is there a cost associated with the wigs from the
American Cancer Society?

No, the wigs provided through the American Cancer Society's program are free
of charge for eligible cancer patients.
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