
andrew jackson family history

andrew jackson family history traces the roots and lineage of one of the most influential figures in

American history, the seventh President of the United States. Understanding Andrew Jackson's

ancestry provides valuable insight into his upbringing, character, and the socio-political environment

that shaped his life. This article explores the origins of the Jackson family, their migration to America,

the hardships they faced, and the legacy they left behind. By examining the genealogical background

and notable family members, we gain a comprehensive view of the historical context surrounding

Andrew Jackson. Additionally, the family’s connections to Irish and Scots-Irish heritage play a

significant role in understanding their identity. The following sections will delve into the early family

history, Andrew Jackson’s immediate family, and the broader implications of his ancestry.
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Andrew Jackson’s Early Life and Family Environment

Marriage and Descendants of Andrew Jackson
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Origins of the Jackson Family

The Jackson family’s origins can be traced back to the British Isles, specifically to the Ulster region of

Ireland, where Andrew Jackson’s ancestors lived as part of the Scots-Irish community. This heritage is

crucial in understanding the family's cultural background and their migration patterns. The Scots-Irish



were known for their resilience and strong Presbyterian faith, factors that influenced the Jackson

family's values. The ancestors of Andrew Jackson emigrated from Ireland to the American colonies in

the 18th century, seeking religious freedom and economic opportunities. This migration was part of a

larger movement of Scots-Irish settlers who contributed significantly to the early development of the

American frontier.

Scots-Irish Heritage

The Scots-Irish were descendants of Scottish Presbyterians who had settled in Ulster, Northern

Ireland, during the early 17th century. Facing economic hardship and religious persecution, many

Scots-Irish families, including the Jacksons, decided to migrate to the American colonies. This

background influenced Andrew Jackson’s identity, instilling values of independence, toughness, and a

frontier spirit that later defined his political and military career.

Migration to America

Andrew Jackson’s grandfather, also named Andrew Jackson, was the first in the family to settle in

America. He arrived in the Carolinas in the early 18th century. The family initially lived in the Waxhaws

region, a border area between North and South Carolina, which was a frontier zone during that period.

This location played a significant role in shaping the family’s experience, as it was marked by constant

conflict and settlement challenges.

Andrew Jackson’s Parents and Siblings

Andrew Jackson was born to Andrew Jackson Sr. and Elizabeth Hutchinson Jackson in 1767. His

parents were immigrants from Ireland who embodied the hardworking and determined characteristics

of their Scots-Irish ancestry. The family experienced numerous hardships, including poverty and

political turmoil, which deeply affected Jackson’s early years. Andrew Jackson was one of three

brothers in the family, though the deaths of his siblings during the Revolutionary War left him as the



sole surviving child.

Andrew Jackson Sr.

Andrew Jackson Sr. was a farmer and a tailor, who emigrated from Carrickfergus, County Antrim,

Ireland, to the American colonies in the mid-18th century. He was involved in the early settlement of

the Waxhaws frontier and served as a Patriot during the American Revolutionary War. His commitment

to the revolutionary cause ultimately led to his death in 1767, shortly before Andrew Jackson was born.

Elizabeth Hutchinson Jackson

Elizabeth Hutchinson was Andrew Jackson’s mother and the matriarch of the family. She was known

for her strength and resilience, qualities that she passed down to her children. Elizabeth played a

critical role in raising Andrew Jackson after the loss of her husband and later the deaths of two of her

sons. Her influence was pivotal in shaping Jackson’s character and determination.

Siblings and Family Tragedies

Andrew Jackson had two older brothers, Hugh and Robert. Both brothers fought in the Revolutionary

War and died from illnesses contracted during their service. These losses profoundly affected Jackson

and contributed to his fierce independence and commitment to the American cause.

Andrew Jackson’s Early Life and Family Environment

Andrew Jackson’s early life was marked by hardship, loss, and frontier challenges. Raised in a modest

household on the volatile frontier, the family’s environment was characterized by conflict with Native

American tribes and British loyalists. This environment shaped Jackson’s combative personality and

strong sense of justice. Despite the difficulties, the family maintained a close-knit structure,

emphasizing education, religion, and self-reliance.



Life on the Waxhaws Frontier

The Waxhaws region was a rough and unsettled area during Andrew Jackson’s childhood. The

Jackson family’s experience living there was typical of frontier families who faced constant threats and

economic uncertainty. This setting influenced Jackson’s later military tactics and political philosophy,

which emphasized strong leadership and national unity.

Impact of the Revolutionary War

The Revolutionary War had a direct impact on the Jackson family. The deaths of Andrew’s father and

brothers in connection with the war left him orphaned at a young age. These events instilled a deep

patriotism and commitment to the United States in Andrew Jackson, motivating his lifelong dedication

to public service and national defense.

Marriage and Descendants of Andrew Jackson

Andrew Jackson married Rachel Donelson Robards in 1791, a union that was both passionate and

controversial. The couple’s family life was intertwined with Jackson’s political and military career, and

they remained devoted partners until Rachel’s death in 1828. Although Andrew and Rachel Jackson

had no biological children, they adopted several relatives and played a significant role in raising their

extended family.

Rachel Donelson Robards

Rachel was a significant figure in Andrew Jackson’s life, providing emotional support through his early

struggles and political rise. Her background also reflected frontier values, and her marriage to Jackson

was initially complicated by questions about the legality of her previous marriage. Despite these

challenges, their partnership was a cornerstone of Jackson’s personal life.



Adopted Children and Family Legacy

Andrew and Rachel Jackson raised several family members, including their nephews and nieces. Their

adoption and care for these relatives demonstrated the importance of family bonds in the Jackson

household. This extended family network helped preserve Andrew Jackson’s legacy beyond his

presidency.

Andrew Jackson Jr. (adopted nephew)

Lyncoya Jackson (Native American orphan adopted by Jackson)

Other relatives supported by the Jackson household

Legacy of the Jackson Family

The legacy of Andrew Jackson’s family history is reflected in the enduring impact of his life on

American history and culture. The values inherited from his Scots-Irish ancestors—resilience,

independence, and a pioneering spirit—were embodied in his leadership style and political philosophy.

The Jackson family’s story also highlights the complex social and historical dynamics of early America,

including immigration, frontier expansion, and the Revolutionary War.

Historical Significance

Andrew Jackson’s family background contributed to his image as a self-made man and champion of

the common citizen. His rise from humble beginnings to the presidency symbolized the opportunities

and challenges of the young American republic. The Jackson family history is therefore an essential

component in understanding the broader narrative of American identity and nation-building.



Preservation of Family Heritage

Today, historical sites and museums dedicated to Andrew Jackson and his family preserve the

memory of their contributions. The family’s story continues to be studied by historians and

genealogists interested in the roots of American leadership and the cultural influences that shaped the

nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were Andrew Jackson's parents?

Andrew Jackson's parents were Andrew Jackson Sr. and Elizabeth Hutchinson Jackson.

Did Andrew Jackson have any siblings?

Yes, Andrew Jackson had two brothers, Hugh and Robert, and a sister named Elizabeth.

What is known about Andrew Jackson's ancestry?

Andrew Jackson's ancestry includes Scots-Irish immigrants who settled in the American colonies in the

18th century.

Was Andrew Jackson married and did he have children?

Andrew Jackson was married to Rachel Donelson Robards, but they did not have any biological

children together. However, they adopted a son, Andrew Jackson Jr.

How did Andrew Jackson's family background influence his early life?

Andrew Jackson's family were poor frontier settlers, and his father died before he was born, which

contributed to a challenging childhood that shaped his resilient character.



Are there any famous descendants of Andrew Jackson?

There are no widely known famous descendants of Andrew Jackson, as his adopted son did not have

children, and Jackson himself had no biological offspring.

Additional Resources

1. Andrew Jackson: His Family Roots and Early Life

This book delves into the genealogy and early years of Andrew Jackson, tracing his family's origins

back to Ireland and Scotland. It explores the hardships faced by his parents and ancestors, providing a

rich background to Jackson's upbringing. Readers gain insight into how his family history influenced his

character and values.

2. The Jackson Family Legacy: From Colonial America to the White House

Covering multiple generations, this work chronicles the Jackson family's journey from colonial settlers

to influential figures in American history. It highlights the family's social, economic, and political

contributions, with a special focus on Andrew Jackson’s rise. The book offers a comprehensive look at

how the family shaped and was shaped by early American society.

3. Brothers and Battlefields: The Jackson Family in the Revolutionary War

Focusing on the Jackson family members who participated in the American Revolution, this book

brings to life their bravery and sacrifices. It details Andrew Jackson’s older brothers, Hugh and Robert,

and their roles in the conflict. The narrative connects these experiences to Andrew Jackson’s later

military and political career.

4. Rachel Donelson and the Jackson Family: Love and Controversy

This biography centers on Rachel Donelson, Andrew Jackson’s wife, and her complex relationship with

the Jackson family. It explores family dynamics, social expectations, and the scandals that affected

their lives. The book offers a personal perspective on the familial influences surrounding one of

America’s most famous couples.



5. The Jackson Plantation: Family, Slavery, and Southern Life

Examining the Jackson family's ownership and management of plantations, this book explores the

economic and social context of their lives in the South. It discusses the family's involvement with

slavery and the impact of plantation culture on their identity. Readers gain an understanding of how

these factors shaped Andrew Jackson's worldview.

6. Genealogy of a President: Tracing the Jackson Family Tree

This detailed genealogical study maps out Andrew Jackson’s ancestry, including lesser-known

relatives and family branches. It includes historical documents, family letters, and records that shed

light on the Jackson lineage. The book is a valuable resource for historians and genealogists

interested in presidential family histories.

7. From Frontier to Presidency: The Jackson Family’s American Journey

Highlighting the transition from frontier settlers to national leaders, this book narrates the Jackson

family’s adaptation to the evolving American landscape. It emphasizes their pioneering spirit and

resilience. The narrative connects their personal stories to the broader themes of American expansion

and democracy.

8. Jackson Heirs: The Descendants and Their Impact

This volume explores the lives of Andrew Jackson’s children and extended family after his death. It

tracks their achievements, struggles, and how they preserved or diverged from his legacy. The book

provides a multi-generational view of the family’s ongoing influence.

9. The Personal Letters of Andrew Jackson and Family

Featuring a collection of personal correspondence, this book offers intimate insights into the

relationships and daily lives of Andrew Jackson and his relatives. The letters reveal family bonds,

political discussions, and personal reflections. This primary source compilation enriches understanding

of the Jackson family dynamic.
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