
answer key to the interlopers
Answer key to The Interlopers is a crucial resource for students and educators looking to dive
deeper into the themes, characters, and plot of Saki's famous short story. “The Interlopers,” written
by H.H. Munro (Saki), explores the themes of conflict, nature, and the consequences of human
actions in a gripping narrative. This article will provide a comprehensive answer key to the story,
helping readers understand its nuances and enhancing their appreciation of Saki's work.

Overview of The Interlopers

“The Interlopers” is set in the Carpathian Mountains, where two men, Ulrich von Gradwitz and
Georg Znaeym, have been embroiled in a bitter feud over land ownership for decades. Their
animosity reaches a boiling point when they encounter each other in the woods, but an unexpected
twist of fate leads to an ironic conclusion. The story serves as a stark reminder of the futility of
human conflict and the unpredictable power of nature.

Characters in The Interlopers

Understanding the characters is essential for grasping the story's themes. Here are the primary
characters:

Ulrich von Gradwitz: A wealthy landowner who holds a long-standing grudge against Georg
Znaeym.

Georg Znaeym: A local poacher and Ulrich's rival, equally determined to claim the disputed
land.

Nature: Although not a character in the traditional sense, nature plays a significant role,
influencing the events that unfold.

Plot Summary

The plot of “The Interlopers” is built around a series of escalating tensions that culminate in a twist
ending. Here’s a brief overview of the story's progression:

Introduction: The story opens with Ulrich von Gradwitz patrolling his land, hoping to1.
confront Georg Znaeym.

Confrontation: The two men meet face-to-face and engage in a heated argument over their2.



families' feuds.

Climactic Moment: As the men prepare to attack each other, they are suddenly trapped3.
under a fallen tree.

Change of Heart: During their time trapped, they begin to reconsider their long-held grudges4.
and contemplate reconciliation.

Irony and Conclusion: Just as they decide to bury the hatchet, their fate takes a tragic turn5.
when wolves approach.

Themes in The Interlopers

Several key themes are woven throughout the narrative, each contributing to the story's overall
message:

Conflict and Rivalry

The central conflict between Ulrich and Georg represents the destructive nature of human rivalry.
Their feud is emblematic of how personal vendettas can escalate, leading to unforeseen
consequences.

Nature's Power

Nature is a formidable force in “The Interlopers.” The falling tree that traps both men serves as a
physical manifestation of nature’s unpredictability and strength. It serves as a reminder that despite
human conflicts, nature ultimately holds the power.

Irony and Fate

The story's conclusion is steeped in irony, as the two men, who initially sought to kill each other, end
up facing a common fate. This twist underscores the theme of fate and how it can lead to unexpected
outcomes.

Important Quotes and Their Significance

Examining key quotes from the story can further illuminate its themes and characters. Here are
some important quotes along with their significance:



"No one would think of the old quarrel when there were wolves about." - This line
highlights the absurdity of their feud in the face of a common danger.

"It was a great comfort to him to think that he was going to be able to take his
revenge." - This reflects Ulrich's initial mindset and the depth of his hatred for Georg.

"We are not enemies, we are not enemies, we are friends." - This pivotal moment
indicates the shift in their relationship and the possibility of reconciliation.

Answer Key to Common Questions about The
Interlopers

To aid students and educators, here is a concise answer key to common questions that arise when
studying “The Interlopers”:

What is the primary conflict in the story?
The primary conflict is the longstanding feud between Ulrich von Gradwitz and Georg Znaeym over
a piece of land that both believe rightfully belongs to them.

How does the setting influence the story?
The Carpathian Mountains create a tense and isolated atmosphere, heightening the intensity of the
characters' conflict and their eventual entrapment.

What is the significance of the fallen tree?
The fallen tree serves as a turning point in the story. It symbolizes nature's intervention in human
affairs and forces the characters to confront their animosity.

What is the story's message about conflict?
The story conveys that human conflicts can often seem trivial in the grand scheme of things,
especially when confronted with the uncontrollable forces of nature and fate.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the answer key to The Interlopers enriches the reading experience by providing
insights into the characters, themes, and plot structure. Saki's story serves as a poignant
commentary on the futility of human conflict, the unpredictability of nature, and the often ironic
twists of fate. By understanding these elements, readers can appreciate the depth of Saki's writing



and the timeless lessons embedded within “The Interlopers.” Whether for educational purposes or
personal reflection, this guide aims to enhance comprehension and foster a greater appreciation for
this classic literary work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Interlopers'?
The central theme of 'The Interlopers' is the futility of human conflict and the impact of nature on
human life. It explores how longstanding feuds can lead to tragic consequences, emphasizing
reconciliation and the insignificance of human disputes in the face of nature.

What is the significance of the ending in 'The Interlopers'?
The ending of 'The Interlopers' is significant because it highlights the irony of the characters'
situation. Just as the two men, Ulrich and Georg, decide to reconcile, they are confronted by wolves,
illustrating how quickly life can change and how their feud ultimately becomes irrelevant.

How do the characters Ulrich and Georg change throughout
'The Interlopers'?
Throughout 'The Interlopers', both Ulrich and Georg undergo significant character development.
Initially, they are portrayed as bitter enemies, but as they find themselves trapped under a fallen
tree, they begin to reflect on their rivalry and ultimately seek reconciliation, showcasing personal
growth.

What literary devices are prominent in 'The Interlopers'?
Prominent literary devices in 'The Interlopers' include irony, foreshadowing, and imagery. The use of
irony is evident in the unexpected ending, while foreshadowing hints at the tragic outcome of their
reconciliation. Vivid imagery is used to depict the setting and the natural elements.

What role does nature play in 'The Interlopers'?
Nature plays a crucial role in 'The Interlopers' as both a setting and a character. It serves as a
backdrop for the conflict between Ulrich and Georg and ultimately intervenes in their feud. The
story illustrates how nature can overpower human will and influence outcomes in unpredictable
ways.
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