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ap english literature and composition exam 2022 was a pivotal assessment for high school
students aiming to demonstrate their analytical and interpretive skills in literature. This exam,
administered by the College Board, tested students’ abilities to critically analyze literary texts,
ranging from poetry to prose, and compose well-structured essays. The 2022 edition maintained the
rigorous standards of previous years while adapting to evolving educational trends and expectations.
Understanding the exam’s format, content, and scoring criteria is essential for students preparing for
future tests or educators guiding learners. This article provides an in-depth overview of the AP English
Literature and Composition Exam 2022, covering its structure, types of questions, scoring
methodology, and effective preparation strategies. The following sections will offer a comprehensive
breakdown to enhance familiarity with this challenging college-level exam.
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Overview of the AP English Literature and Composition
Exam 2022
The AP English Literature and Composition Exam 2022 continued to serve as a benchmark for
assessing students’ mastery of literary analysis and composition skills. This exam is designed to
evaluate the ability to read, interpret, and analyze literary texts from various genres and periods. The
College Board ensures that the exam content reflects a range of literary traditions, encouraging
students to demonstrate critical thinking and effective communication through written responses. The
2022 exam remained consistent with the College Board’s goals to prepare students for college-level
English courses, emphasizing close reading, analytical writing, and interpretive skills. Students who
succeed on this exam can potentially earn college credit or advanced placement, making it a valuable
component of their academic progression.

Exam Format and Structure
The structure of the AP English Literature and Composition Exam 2022 comprised two main sections:
a multiple-choice section and a free-response section. The exam lasted three hours, divided into these
two parts to assess different skill sets.



Multiple-Choice Section
This section included approximately 55 questions that require students to analyze excerpts from
prose fiction, poetry, and drama. The questions focus on comprehension, interpretation, and literary
analysis, asking test takers to identify literary devices, themes, and stylistic elements.

Free-Response Section
The free-response section typically consists of three essay prompts. Students are expected to
compose analytical essays based on provided literary excerpts or prompts. These essays include:

Analysis of a given poem

Analysis of a prose passage

Open-ended essay analyzing a novel, play, or other work of literary merit

Each essay requires students to demonstrate an understanding of literary techniques and to develop
a coherent argument supported by textual evidence.

Types of Questions and Content Covered
The AP English Literature and Composition Exam 2022 featured a diverse range of questions aimed at
evaluating comprehensive literary knowledge and interpretive skills. The exam covers a wide
spectrum of genres and literary periods, ensuring students engage with a variety of texts.

Multiple-Choice Question Types
These questions typically fall into several categories, including:

Identification of literary devices such as metaphor, symbolism, irony, and imagery

Interpretation of tone, mood, and theme

Analysis of character development and narrative techniques

Understanding of syntax, diction, and style

Free-Response Essay Prompts
The essays require students to:

Analyze poetic elements such as rhyme, meter, and figurative language



Examine prose passages for narrative voice, character, and setting

Develop a thesis that explores a significant theme or literary element within a broader text

Support their analysis with relevant textual evidence and clear reasoning

These tasks assess students’ ability to write persuasively and critically about literature, reflecting
college-level expectations.

Scoring and Grading Criteria
The AP English Literature and Composition Exam 2022 was scored on a scale from 1 to 5, with 5 being
the highest possible score. The scoring process involves evaluating both the multiple-choice section
and the free-response essays, each contributing to the overall score.

Multiple-Choice Scoring
Each correct answer in the multiple-choice section contributes to the raw score. There is no penalty
for incorrect or omitted answers, so students are encouraged to answer every question. The raw score
from this section is combined with the essay scores to form the composite score.

Free-Response Essay Scoring
Essays are scored by trained readers based on several criteria, including:

Thesis clarity and argument development

Use of textual evidence to support claims

Coherence and organization of ideas

Demonstration of understanding of literary techniques and themes

Writing mechanics and style

The College Board provides detailed rubrics to ensure consistency and fairness in grading. The essay
scores are weighted and combined with the multiple-choice score to determine the final AP score.

Preparation Strategies and Study Tips
Effective preparation for the AP English Literature and Composition Exam 2022 involves a
combination of practice, review, and skill development. Students should familiarize themselves with
the exam format and types of questions to build confidence and competence.



Reading Widely and Analytically
Exposure to a broad range of literary genres and periods is crucial. Students should practice close
reading of poems, novels, and plays, focusing on identifying literary devices and interpreting themes.
Annotating texts and summarizing key points can enhance comprehension.

Practicing Essay Writing
Writing essays under timed conditions helps students develop the ability to organize thoughts quickly
and articulate arguments clearly. Reviewing sample prompts and scoring guidelines from past exams
offers insight into expectations and common pitfalls.

Utilizing Study Resources
Students are encouraged to use:

AP prep books and practice tests

Class notes and teacher feedback

Study groups for discussion and analysis

Online resources and sample essays

Consistency and targeted practice are key to mastering the skills assessed on the AP English
Literature and Composition Exam 2022.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main themes covered in the AP English
Literature and Composition Exam 2022?
The 2022 AP English Literature and Composition Exam focused on themes such as identity, power,
relationships, and morality, reflected through a diverse selection of literary works spanning various
genres and periods.

How was the 2022 AP English Literature exam structured?
The exam consisted of two sections: a multiple-choice section with 55 questions analyzing poetry and
prose, and a free-response section with three essay prompts including a literary analysis of a poem, a
literary analysis of a prose passage, and an open-ended question on a work chosen by the student.



What types of texts were featured in the 2022 AP English
Literature exam?
The exam featured a mix of classic and contemporary texts, including poetry, drama, and prose
fiction, from authors such as Shakespeare, Toni Morrison, and Langston Hughes, designed to test
students' analytical and interpretive skills.

How should students prepare for the AP English Literature
and Composition Exam based on the 2022 experience?
Students should practice close reading and analytical writing, familiarize themselves with a wide
range of literary genres and periods, and review past exam questions and scoring guidelines to
understand expectations and improve time management.

Were there any changes to the AP English Literature exam
format in 2022 compared to previous years?
The 2022 exam maintained the traditional format of multiple-choice and free-response sections
without significant changes, but the College Board emphasized diverse and inclusive literary
selections to reflect a broader range of voices.

What scoring trends were observed for the 2022 AP English
Literature and Composition Exam?
Scoring trends indicated that students generally performed well on poetry analysis but found prose
passages and open-ended essay questions more challenging, highlighting the importance of
practicing varied literary analysis and effective essay organization.

Additional Resources
1. AP English Literature and Composition Prep 2022
This comprehensive guide offers detailed content reviews, practice questions, and test-taking
strategies specifically tailored for the 2022 AP English Literature and Composition exam. It includes
analysis of poetry, prose, and drama, helping students develop critical reading and analytical writing
skills. Additionally, the book provides full-length practice exams to simulate the test experience.

2. Cracking the AP English Literature & Composition Exam 2022
Published by The Princeton Review, this book breaks down the exam format and provides step-by-
step strategies for tackling each section. It features extensive practice drills, annotated sample
essays, and tips for improving literary analysis and essay writing. The 2022 edition is updated with
recent exam trends and scoring guidelines.

3. 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Literature 2022
This study guide offers a structured five-step study plan designed to build students’ skills
progressively. It covers key literary terms, thematic elements, and literary devices essential for the
exam. With targeted practice questions and review exercises, it supports learners in mastering both
multiple-choice and free-response sections.



4. AP English Literature & Composition Crash Course 2022
Designed for last-minute review, this Crash Course provides a concise overview of the most important
concepts for the AP English Literature exam. It highlights critical literary devices, provides sample
essay prompts, and includes tips for time management during the test. The 2022 edition reflects the
latest exam format and scoring criteria.

5. The Norton Introduction to Literature
While not exclusively an AP prep book, this anthology is widely used in AP English Literature courses
for its broad selection of poetry, drama, and prose. It offers extensive annotations and critical essays
that help students deepen their understanding of literary works. The text supports development of
analytical reading skills crucial for the exam.

6. Vocabulary for the AP English Literature Exam
This book focuses on building the advanced vocabulary necessary to comprehend and analyze
complex literary texts encountered on the AP exam. It includes thematic word lists, practice
exercises, and quizzes to reinforce learning. Mastery of the vocabulary enhances students’ ability to
write insightful essays and perform well on multiple-choice questions.

7. AP English Literature and Composition: The Best Test Prep for the AP Exam
This guide provides a thorough review of literary terms, genre characteristics, and essay-writing
techniques essential for the AP Literature exam. It includes practice tests modeled after the 2022
exam format, with detailed answer explanations. The book emphasizes critical thinking and
interpretation skills to improve exam performance.

8. How to Read Literature Like a Professor
Though not a traditional test prep book, this popular volume teaches students how to recognize
underlying themes, symbols, and literary archetypes in texts. Its accessible explanations enhance
analytical skills that are vital for the AP English Literature exam essays. The insights gained from this
book help students develop deeper interpretations of literature.

9. AP English Literature: Poetry Guide
This specialized guide focuses on poetry analysis, a key component of the AP Literature exam. It
covers various poetic forms, meter, rhyme schemes, and figurative language techniques. Through
examples and practice prompts, the book helps students build confidence in interpreting and writing
about poetry effectively.
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