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Anne of Green Gables, written by Canadian author Lucy Maud Montgomery, is a beloved
coming-of-age novel that has captivated readers since its publication in 1908. Set in the
fictional community of Avonlea on Prince Edward Island, the story follows the adventures of
Anne Shirley, an imaginative and spirited orphan girl. This study guide aims to provide
insights into the novel’s themes, characters, and literary significance, along with discussion
guestions and further reading suggestions.

Overview of the Novel

Anne of Green Gables tells the story of Anne Shirley, who is mistakenly sent to live with
Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert, a brother and sister who had intended to adopt a boy to help
them on their farm. Anne's fiery red hair, vivid imagination, and penchant for getting into
trouble lead to many humorous and poignant moments throughout the narrative. The novel
explores Anne's adaptation to her new life, her friendships, and her quest for belonging.

Main Characters

Understanding the characters is essential for a deeper appreciation of the novel. Here are
the key figures:

e Anne Shirley: The protagonist, an imaginative and talkative girl with an affinity for
storytelling.

e Marilla Cuthbert: The stern but loving guardian of Anne, who learns to appreciate
Anne's spirited nature.

e Matthew Cuthbert: Marilla’s kind-hearted brother, who forms a special bond with
Anne.

e Diana Barry: Anne's best friend, who shares in her adventures and dreams.

e Gilbert Blythe: A classmate who becomes both a rival and a romantic interest for
Anne.

e Mrs. Rachel Lynde: The town gossip who provides comic relief and serves as a foil
to Anne.



Major Themes

Anne of Green Gables addresses several important themes that resonate with readers of all
ages. Here are some of the most prominent:

1. Imagination and Creativity

Anne's vivid imagination is one of her defining characteristics. She often transforms
ordinary situations into extraordinary adventures, highlighting the importance of creativity
in overcoming life's challenges. Her imaginative play helps her cope with loneliness and
fosters her friendships.

2. ldentity and Belonging

Anne struggles with her identity as an orphan and her desire to find a place where she
belongs. The novel captures her journey of self-discovery and acceptance, illustrating how
love and community can shape one's sense of self.

3. Friendship and Loyalty

The bonds that Anne forms with characters like Diana and Gilbert demonstrate the
significance of friendship and loyalty. Their relationships evolve throughout the story,
showcasing the ups and downs of growing up and the importance of supporting one
another.

4. Nature and the Environment

Montgomery’s descriptions of the natural beauty of Prince Edward Island reflect the deep
connection between the characters and their surroundings. Nature serves as both a
backdrop and a catalyst for Anne’s adventures, symbolizing growth and change.

Literary Significance

Anne of Green Gables is regarded as a classic of children's literature, and its impact
extends beyond the realm of fiction. The novel has inspired numerous adaptations,
including films, television series, and stage plays. Montgomery's writing style, characterized
by lyrical prose and rich imagery, has influenced generations of writers.

The novel also presents a strong, independent female protagonist at a time when women's
roles were often confined to traditional expectations. Anne’s aspirations, creativity, and
resilience resonate with readers, making her a relatable and enduring character.



Discussion Questions

To foster deeper understanding and engagement with the text, consider the following
discussion questions:
1. How does Anne's imagination shape her experiences at Green Gables and in Avonlea?
2. In what ways do Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert each influence Anne's development?

3. What role does friendship play in Anne's life, and how do her relationships evolve
throughout the story?

4. How does the setting of Prince Edward Island contribute to the novel’s themes and
tone?

5. What does Anne learn about love and acceptance by the end of the novel?

Further Reading and Adaptations

For those who wish to explore more about Anne of Green Gables and its legacy, here are
some recommendations:

Books by Lucy Maud Montgomery

e Anne of Avonlea: The sequel to Anne of Green Gables, which continues Anne's story
as she matures into adulthood.

* Emily of New Moon: Another series by Montgomery featuring a similar imaginative
protagonist.

e The Story Girl: A novel that captures the charm of childhood and storytelling.

Film and Television Adaptations

e Anne of Green Gables (1985): A classic television miniseries that remains popular
with audiences.

e Anne with an E (2017-2019): A Netflix series that offers a modern take on the story
while remaining faithful to the original themes.



e Anne of Green Gables (1934): A silent film adaptation that showcases the early
cinematic interpretation of Montgomery's work.

Conclusion

Anne of Green Gables is more than just a story about an imaginative girl; it is a profound
exploration of identity, belonging, and the power of friendship. Through Anne's journey,
readers are invited to reflect on their own experiences and the importance of nurturing
one’s imagination. This study guide serves as a starting point for a deeper exploration of
the novel's rich themes and characters, encouraging readers to discover the timeless magic
that Anne Shirley brings to the pages of literature. Whether you are revisiting the story or
encountering it for the first time, Anne of Green Gables offers valuable lessons that
continue to resonate across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Anne of Green
Gables'?

The main themes include imagination, belonging, friendship, and the struggle for identity.
The story emphasizes the importance of family, the beauty of nature, and the challenges of
growing up.

Who is the author of 'Anne of Green Gables' and when
was it published?

'‘Anne of Green Gables' was written by Lucy Maud Montgomery and was first published in
1908.

How does Anne's imagination influence her character
development?

Anne's imagination plays a crucial role in her character development, allowing her to cope
with difficulties, make friends, and find joy in her surroundings. It also leads her into various
misadventures that shape her growth.

What is the significance of Green Gables as a setting?

Green Gables serves as a symbol of home and belonging for Anne. It represents stability,
love, and acceptance, contrasting her tumultuous childhood before arriving there.



How do Anne's relationships with Marilla and Matthew
Cuthbert evolve throughout the story?

Anne's relationships with Marilla and Matthew evolve from initial skepticism to deep familial
bonds. Marilla's strict demeanor softens as she learns to appreciate Anne's spirit, while
Matthew becomes a loving father figure to her.

What role does nature play in 'Anne of Green Gables'?

Nature is a significant element in the novel, reflecting Anne's emotions and growth. The
beauty of Prince Edward Island serves as a backdrop for Anne’s adventures and symbolizes
her connection to the world around her.

What literary techniques does Lucy Maud Montgomery
use in 'Anne of Green Gables'?

Montgomery employs vivid imagery, rich character development, and humor throughout
the narrative. She uses first-person narration and dialogue to give readers insight into
Anne's thoughts and feelings.

How does 'Anne of Green Gables' address the issue of
gender roles?

The novel challenges traditional gender roles by presenting Anne as a strong, independent
girl who defies societal expectations. Her aspirations, intelligence, and creativity highlight
women's potential beyond domestic confines.

What impact has 'Anne of Green Gables' had on popular
culture?

'‘Anne of Green Gables' has had a lasting impact on popular culture, inspiring adaptations in
film, television, and stage. It has also influenced literature and sparked interest in women's
rights and education.
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