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Anthony Bourdain’s “Parts Unknown” is more than just a culinary travelogue; it is an exploration of
culture, humanity, and the universal connections that tie us all together. Premiering in 2013 and
continuing until Bourdain's untimely passing in 2018, the show captivated audiences with its unique
storytelling, authentic experiences, and Bourdain's signature wit. The series took viewers to far-flung
corners of the world, from bustling metropolises to remote villages, all while showcasing the local
cuisine and the people behind it. This article provides a comprehensive guide to each episode of
"Parts Unknown," detailing the locations visited, key themes, and memorable moments.

Overview of "Parts Unknown"

“Parts Unknown” is a travel and food documentary series that aired on CNN. It was created by
Anthony Bourdain, who served as the host and executive producer. The show is known for its
immersive style, allowing viewers to experience destinations through Bourdain's lens. Each episode
typically features local dishes, cultural practices, and Bourdain's thoughtful reflections on the social
and political landscapes of the regions visited.

Episode Breakdown

The series consists of 12 seasons, featuring over 80 episodes that span multiple countries and
regions. Below is a breakdown of the seasons and notable episodes that stand out for their unique
storytelling and cultural significance.

Season 1 (2013)

- Episode 1: "Bangkok"
Bourdain explores the vibrant street food scene of Bangkok, highlighting the city's culinary diversity
and the impact of its rich history on its food culture.

- Episode 2: "Vietnam"
A deep dive into Vietnam's culinary landscape, Bourdain travels from Ho Chi Minh City to Hanoi,
sampling local delicacies like pho and banh mi while reflecting on the country's history.

- Episode 3: "Tokyo"
This episode showcases Tokyo's eclectic food culture, from sushi to ramen, while Bourdain also takes
a moment to reflect on his own personal connections to the city.



Season 2 (2014)

- Episode 1: "Mexico City"
In one of the most colorful episodes, Bourdain explores the rich culinary heritage of Mexico City,
emphasizing the importance of traditional cooking techniques and flavors.

- Episode 2: "Detroit"
Bourdain visits Detroit, a city undergoing significant transformation, focusing on the resilience of its
people and the revival of its food scene.

- Episode 3: "Jerusalem"
This powerful episode addresses the complex socio-political landscape of Jerusalem, weaving in
narratives about food and identity.

Season 3 (2014)

- Episode 1: "Peru"
Bourdain travels to Peru, discovering the fusion of indigenous and international influences in its
cuisine, particularly in Lima.

- Episode 2: "The South"
A journey through the American South, highlighting the culinary traditions rooted in the region’s
history while exploring its cultural complexities.

- Episode 3: "Hanoi"
This episode revisits Vietnam, focusing on Hanoi's street food and Bourdain's personal experiences,
capturing the city's essence through its people and flavors.

Season 4 (2015)

- Episode 1: "Japan"
A two-part episode where Bourdain delves deeper into Japanese culture, showcasing regional
specialties and the philosophy of Japanese cuisine.

- Episode 2: "Istanbul”

An exploration of Istanbul's rich culinary tapestry, blending East and West, while addressing the city’s
historical significance and modern-day challenges.

- Episode 3: "New York City"

Bourdain reflects on his hometown, exploring the diverse food offerings and the immigrant
communities that shape the city's culinary landscape.

Season 5 (2016)

- Episode 1: "Spain"



A celebration of Spanish cuisine, focusing on regions like Catalonia and Andalusia, with emphasis on
local traditions and communal dining experiences.

- Episode 2: "Congo"
This episode is particularly poignant, as Bourdain explores the richness of Congolese culture amid the
backdrop of its struggles, showcasing the resilience of its people through food.

- Episode 3: "The Philippines"
Bourdain visits the Philippines, tasting local favorites like adobo and lechon, while also engaging with
the cultural aspects of Filipino life.

Season 6 (2017)

- Episode 1: "The Bronx"
A love letter to the Bronx, Bourdain highlights its vibrant food scene, celebrating its diverse
communities and culinary heritage.

- Episode 2: "Myanmar"
Bourdain travels to Myanmar, showcasing the country's food and culture while addressing the socio-
political issues faced by its people.

- Episode 3: "West Virginia"
This episode sheds light on the heart of Appalachia, featuring local dishes and the stories of the
people who call this region home.

Season 7 (2017)

- Episode 1: "Chile"
Bourdain explores the diverse landscapes and cuisines of Chile, including its seafood and the
influence of indigenous cultures.

- Episode 2: "Okinawa"
A journey to Okinawa, known for its longevity and healthy eating, where Bourdain discovers the local
diet and lifestyle.

- Episode 3: "Rome"
Bourdain dives into the culinary wonders of Rome, focusing on traditional dishes while reflecting on
his own experiences in the city.

Season 8 (2018)

- Episode 1: "Singapore"
A feast for the senses, Bourdain showcases Singapore's multicultural food scene and the fusion of
flavors that characterize its culinary landscape.



- Episode 2: "Indonesia"
An exploration of Indonesia's islands, Bourdain highlights the importance of rice in the local diet and
the diverse culinary practices across the archipelago.

- Episode 3: "Vietnam Revisited"
A reflective episode where Bourdain revisits Vietham, capturing the lasting impressions it left on him
through food and people.

Season 9 (2018)

- Episode 1: "Nepal"
Bourdain visits Nepal, highlighting its mountainous terrain and the culinary traditions that have
developed in the shadow of the Himalayas.

- Episode 2: "The Last Bite"
In this poignant episode, Bourdain reflects on the essence of food and its role in the human
experience, capturing the show's thematic core.

Legacy of "Parts Unknown"

"Parts Unknown" remains a significant cultural artifact that transcends traditional travel
documentaries. Bourdain’s ability to connect food with broader social issues—such as politics, history,
and human rights—set the show apart. His authentic interactions with locals and his willingness to
engage in difficult conversations about culture and identity made the series both informative and
transformative.

The show also left a lasting impact on how food is perceived globally. Bourdain's exploration of
culinary practices as a reflection of cultural identity prompted viewers to appreciate food not just as
sustenance but as a narrative of human experiences.

Conclusion

Anthony Bourdain’s “Parts Unknown” is a rich tapestry of stories, flavors, and cultures, brought to life
through the lens of one of the most beloved storytellers in the culinary world. Each episode serves as
a reminder of the power of food to connect us and the importance of understanding the world around
us. As viewers continue to revisit these episodes, they are not just indulging in culinary delights but
are also partaking in a larger conversation about humanity, culture, and the shared experiences that
unite us all. Through Bourdain's legacy, we are encouraged to explore, taste, and understand the
world in all its complexity.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown'?

'‘Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown' is a travel and food documentary series hosted by Anthony
Bourdain, exploring various cultures and cuisines around the world.

How many seasons of 'Parts Unknown' are there?

There are a total of 12 seasons of 'Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown', which aired from 2013 until
2018.

Which episode of 'Parts Unknown' features Bourdain's visit to
Vietham?

The episode titled 'Vietnam' is featured in Season 1, where Bourdain explores the country's rich
culinary heritage and history.

What are some notable locations visited in 'Parts Unknown'?

Notable locations include Iran, Libya, Cambodia, and the American South, each showcasing unique
food and cultural experiences.

Is there a specific episode that focuses on New York City?

Yes, the episode titled 'New York City' in Season 9 delves into Bourdain's personal experiences and
the diverse food scene of the city he called home.

Where can | watch ‘Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown'?

'Parts Unknown' is available for streaming on platforms like HBO Max and CNN's website, along with
DVD collections for purchase.
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