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Animal Farm by George Orwell SparkNotes is an essential resource for readers seeking to
understand the complexities of this allegorical novella. Written during a time of political upheaval,
George Orwell’s "Animal Farm" serves not only as a fable about farm animals but also as a critique
of totalitarianism and a reflection on the Russian Revolution. This article will delve into the key
themes, characters, and plot points of the book, providing a comprehensive overview that can
enhance your understanding of Orwell's work.

Overview of Animal Farm

"Animal Farm" was published in 1945 and has since become one of the most significant political
texts of the 20th century. The story unfolds on a farm where the animals, led by pigs, revolt against
their human farmer, Mr. Jones. The narrative serves as an allegory for the rise of Soviet communism,
illustrating how power can corrupt and lead to tyranny, even among those who initially seek
equality.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Animal Farm" is straightforward yet profound. Here’s a brief breakdown of the key
events:

1. The Rebellion: The story begins with Old Major, a wise old boar, inspiring the animals to revolt
against Mr. Jones, who neglects and mistreats them.

2. Formation of Animalism: After Old Major's death, the animals successfully overthrow Jones and
establish a set of principles known as Animalism, summarized in the Seven Commandments.

3. Rise of the Pigs: The pigs, particularly Napoleon and Snowball, become the leaders of the farm.
They begin to take on more privileges, justifying their actions as necessary for the farm’s success.

4. Power Struggles: A power struggle ensues between Napoleon and Snowball, culminating in
Snowball's expulsion from the farm. Napoleon consolidates power and begins to alter the
commandments to favor the pigs.

5. Corruption and Betrayal: As the pigs become increasingly indistinguishable from the humans, the
original principles of Animalism are corrupted. The farm ultimately resembles the oppressive regime
the animals sought to escape.

6. Conclusion: The novella ends with the pigs dining with humans, symbolizing the complete betrayal
of the revolution’s ideals.

Main Characters

Understanding the characters in "Animal Farm" is crucial for grasping its themes. Here are the
primary characters and their roles:

- Napoleon: A pig who becomes the main antagonist. He represents Joseph Stalin and demonstrates



how power can corrupt.

- Snowball: Another pig who initially shares leadership with Napoleon but is eventually driven away.
He symbolizes Leon Trotsky.

- Boxer: A hardworking horse who represents the working class. His motto, "I will work harder,"
underscores the exploitation of labor.

- Squealer: A pig who serves as Napoleon's propaganda minister, manipulating language to control
the other animals.

- Old Major: The wise old boar whose vision inspires the rebellion. He represents Karl Marx and
Vladimir Lenin.

- Benjamin: The cynical donkey who understands the pigs' manipulation but feels powerless to
change the situation. He symbolizes those who are aware of oppressive regimes but remain
apathetic.

Themes

"Animal Farm" explores several significant themes that resonate with historical and contemporary
readers.

Power and Corruption

One of the central themes of "Animal Farm" is the relationship between power and corruption. The
novella illustrates how those in power can manipulate ideals for their benefit. Notably:

- The gradual erosion of the Seven Commandments: The pigs alter the commandments to justify
their actions, showcasing how language can be used as a tool of control.

- Napoleon's rise to tyranny: Initially, the goal is equality, but as Napoleon gains power, he becomes
more oppressive, highlighting the paradox of revolutionary leaders becoming the very oppressors
they once opposed.

Class Struggle

The struggle between different classes is another theme explored in the novella. The pigs represent
the ruling class, while the other animals symbolize the working class. Key points include:

- Exploitation of the working class: Boxer’s hard work and loyalty are ultimately exploited; his fate
represents how the working class is often sacrificed for the elite.

- The illusion of equality: The famous maxim "All animals are equal, but some animals are more
equal than others" encapsulates the hypocrisy of the leadership.

The Role of Language and Propaganda

Language plays a pivotal role in "Animal Farm". The pigs, especially Squealer, manipulate language
to control the narrative and maintain power. Important aspects include:



- Squealer's speeches: His ability to twist facts and create false narratives showcases the power of
propaganda in shaping public perception.

- The changing commandments: The alteration of the Seven Commandments serves as a reminder of
how language can be manipulated to serve the interests of those in power.

Symbolism

"Animal Farm" is rich with symbolism, with characters and events representing broader historical
movements and figures.

Farm as a Microcosm

The farm itself acts as a microcosm of society. The different animal species represent various social
classes and political groups. For example:

- The pigs: Represent the ruling elite, who become increasingly corrupt.
- The dogs: Serve as enforcers, symbolizing the military or police force that maintains the power of
the ruling class.

The Commandments

The Seven Commandments symbolize the principles of equality and community that the animals
initially strive for. Their eventual corruption reflects the betrayal of revolutionary ideals. For
instance:

- "No animal shall drink alcohol": This commandment is altered to allow the pigs to indulge,
demonstrating the hypocrisy of the leadership.

- "All animals are equal": This statement is ultimately changed, revealing the inherent inequality
established by the new regime.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, "Animal Farm" received mixed reviews but has since become a staple in literary
studies and political discourse. Its legacy is evident in various adaptations and discussions
surrounding totalitarianism, propaganda, and power dynamics.

Influence on Literature and Culture

The novella's impact extends beyond literature; it has influenced political thought and public
discourse about power and corruption. Notable mentions include:



- Educational curricula: "Animal Farm" is frequently included in school syllabi to teach themes of
power, governance, and ethics.

- Adaptations: The story has been adapted into films, plays, and graphic novels, illustrating its
enduring relevance.

Modern Context

"Animal Farm" remains pertinent today, as discussions about political corruption, authoritarianism,
and social justice continue to dominate global conversations. The book serves as a cautionary tale
about the fragility of freedom and the ease with which power can corrupt.

Conclusion

Animal Farm by George Orwell SparkNotes provides an invaluable resource for readers attempting
to decipher the intricate layers of this allegorical novella. Through its exploration of themes such as
power and corruption, class struggle, and the manipulation of language, "Animal Farm" offers a
timeless commentary on the human condition and the dynamics of society. By examining the
characters and their symbolic roles, readers can better appreciate Orwell's critique of
totalitarianism and the enduring relevance of his work in today's world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Animal Farm'?

The main themes in 'Animal Farm' include the dangers of totalitarianism, the corrupting nature of
power, the betrayal of ideals, and the cyclical nature of history.

How does George Orwell use allegory in ‘Animal Farm'?

Orwell uses allegory in 'Animal Farm' by representing the Russian Revolution and the rise of
Stalinism through the story of farm animals who revolt against their human farmer, symbolizing the
larger societal and political changes.

What role do the pigs play in 'Animal Farm'?

The pigs, particularly Napoleon and Snowball, symbolize the ruling class and their gradual
corruption as they gain power, ultimately leading to the oppression of the other animals and the
establishment of a tyrannical regime.

What is the significance of the commandment changes in
'‘Animal Farm'?

The changes to the commandments reflect the pigs' manipulation of language and power, illustrating



how those in authority can alter rules to justify their actions and maintain control over others.

How does the ending of 'Animal Farm' reflect the book's
overall message?

The ending, where the pigs become indistinguishable from humans, underscores the message that
revolutions can lead to new forms of oppression, and that without vigilance, the oppressed can
become the oppressors.

What lessons can be learned from ‘Animal Farm' regarding
leadership and governance?

Lessons from 'Animal Farm' include the importance of accountability in leadership, the dangers of
unchecked power, and the need for critical thinking among the populace to prevent manipulation
and tyranny.
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