ap us history 2020

ap us history 2020 was a pivotal year for students and educators involved in the
Advanced Placement United States History course. The exam and curriculum experienced
significant adjustments due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which impacted test formats,
content coverage, and instructional approaches. Understanding these changes is essential
for students preparing for the AP US History exam, teachers designing study plans, and
anyone interested in the evolving landscape of AP history education. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the ap us history 2020 exam format, key content themes, study
strategies, and the impact of the pandemic on the course structure. Additionally, it explores
important historical periods emphasized in 2020 and offers tips for success in mastering
this challenging subject. The following sections outline the main areas covered in this
detailed guide.

Changes to AP US History Exam in 2020

Key Historical Themes and Periods

Effective Study Strategies for AP US History 2020

Impact of COVID-19 on Teaching and Learning

Scoring and Exam Structure Details

Changes to AP US History Exam in 2020

The year 2020 brought unprecedented modifications to the AP US History exam due to the
global COVID-19 pandemic. The College Board made strategic adjustments to
accommodate remote learning environments and reduce student stress. These changes
affected the exam format, content coverage, and timing.

Modified Exam Format

In 2020, the AP US History exam was administered in a shortened, online format. Instead of
the traditional multi-hour, in-person test, students completed a 45-minute free-response
section from home. This free-response section included one document-based question
(DBQ) and one long essay question (LEQ), reflecting a condensed assessment style.

Reduced Content Scope

The College Board narrowed the curriculum for the 2020 exam to focus only on content
from periods 3 to 8, spanning approximately 1754 to 2001. This decision allowed educators
and students to concentrate on a more manageable set of historical themes and events,



ensuring depth over breadth during a challenging academic year.

Alternative Testing Options

For students unable to take the online exam on the scheduled date, the College Board
offered an alternative exam date later in the summer of 2020. Both exams maintained the
same format and content scope to ensure fairness and consistency.

Key Historical Themes and Periods

The ap us history 2020 exam emphasized several crucial themes and historical periods to
guide students’ learning and exam preparation. Understanding these themes helps
contextualize the events and developments in American history covered by the curriculum.

Period 3 (1754-1800): Revolution and Early Republic

This period covers the American Revolution, the formation of the United States
government, and early political and social challenges. Key topics include colonial
resistance, the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution's drafting, and the early
administrations under Washington and Adams.

Period 4 (1800-1848): Expansion and Reform

During this era, the United States experienced territorial expansion, the growth of
democracy, and various reform movements. Significant developments include the Louisiana
Purchase, Jacksonian democracy, the Market Revolution, and antebellum reform efforts
such as abolitionism and women's rights.

Period 5 (1844-1877): Civil War and Reconstruction

This critical period encompasses the causes and consequences of the Civil War, the conflict
itself, and the Reconstruction era. Topics include slavery debates, sectionalism, major
battles, emancipation, and efforts to rebuild the South politically and socially after the war.

Period 6 (1865-1898): Industrialization and the Gilded
Age

Post-Reconstruction America saw rapid industrial growth, urbanization, and social
challenges. The Gilded Age featured the rise of big business, labor movements,
immigration, and political corruption, as well as responses through Progressive Era reforms.



Period 7 (1890-1945): Imperialism to World War Il

This timeframe covers American expansionism, involvement in World Wars, the Great
Depression, and major cultural changes. Key subjects include the Spanish-American War,
World War I, the New Deal, and World War II's global impact.

Period 8 (1945-2001): Cold War and Contemporary
America

The final period addresses postwar prosperity, Cold War tensions, civil rights struggles, and
late 20th-century political and social developments. Topics include the Korean and Vietnam
Wars, the Civil Rights Movement, and technological advances shaping modern America.

Effective Study Strategies for AP US History 2020

Success in ap us history 2020 requires a strategic approach to studying, given the
condensed exam format and focused content areas. Students benefit from targeted review
techniques and efficient time management.

Focused Content Review

Students should prioritize studying periods 3 through 8, as these were the exclusive focus
of the 2020 exam. Creating timelines, summarizing key events, and understanding cause-
and-effect relationships help consolidate knowledge.

Practice with Free-Response Questions

Since the 2020 exam emphasized free-response questions, practicing DBQs and LEQs is
critical. Developing skills in document analysis, argument construction, and historical
writing aids in achieving high scores.

Utilizing Study Resources

Effective study resources include AP prep books, online practice tests, review videos, and
study groups. These tools provide varied approaches to reinforce understanding and retain
information.

Time Management Techniques

Allocating regular study sessions and setting goals for covering content areas ensures
steady progress. Simulating exam conditions by timing practice essays prepares students
for the actual testing experience.



Impact of COVID-19 on Teaching and Learning

The pandemic dramatically influenced how AP US History was taught and learned in 2020.
Remote instruction, disrupted schedules, and limited classroom interaction required
adjustments by teachers and students alike.

Shift to Online Instruction

Many schools transitioned to virtual classrooms, leveraging video conferencing and digital
platforms. Educators adapted lesson plans and assessments to fit online formats while
maintaining curriculum standards.

Challenges Faced by Students

Students encountered obstacles such as reduced access to resources, distractions at home,
and difficulties in engaging with material without in-person support. These challenges
impacted study habits and exam preparedness.

Innovative Teaching Strategies

Teachers implemented creative solutions including interactive webinars, digital discussion
boards, and flexible deadlines. Emphasis on critical thinking and analytical skills helped
maintain academic rigor despite disruptions.

Scoring and Exam Structure Details

Understanding the scoring system and exam structure for ap us history 2020 clarifies
expectations and aids in exam readiness. The unique format of the 2020 exam required
adjustments in preparation strategies.

Free-Response Section Composition

The 2020 exam consisted solely of two free-response questions: one Document-Based
Question and one Long Essay Question. Each question assessed different historical thinking
skills such as sourcing, contextualization, and argumentation.

Scoring Breakdown

Each free-response question was scored on a scale from 0 to 7 for the DBQ and 0 to 6 for
the LEQ. Scores reflected the quality of thesis statements, use of evidence, and historical
reasoning. The combined score determined the student’s overall exam performance.



Score Reporting and AP Credit

Scores were released in the summer of 2020, with students earning AP credit based on
their total score. Many colleges recognized these scores for credit or advanced placement,
contingent on institutional policies.

Preparation Tips for Exam Day

Students were advised to ensure reliable internet access, a quiet testing environment, and
familiarity with the online testing platform. Reviewing exam instructions and practicing
timed essays helped reduce test-day anxiety.

Summary of Key Points

e The ap us history 2020 exam was shortened and focused on periods 3-8 due to the
pandemic.

e Content emphasis included revolution, civil war, industrialization, world wars, and Cold
War America.

* Practice of free-response questions was essential for success.
e Remote learning required adaptation from both teachers and students.

e Scoring centered on analytical writing and historical argumentation skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the major themes covered in the AP US
History 2020 exam?

The AP US History 2020 exam focused on themes such as American identity, politics and
power, work and technology, culture and society, migration and settlement, and geography
and the environment.

How did the COVID-19 pandemic affect the AP US
History exam in 2020?

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the AP US History 2020 exam was shortened to a 45-
minute online exam consisting of one document-based question (DBQ) to accommodate
remote learning and testing challenges.



What is the structure of the AP US History 2020 exam?

The 2020 AP US History exam was a single 45-minute document-based question (DBQ)
essay, which required students to analyze historical documents and write a coherent essay
based on the prompt.

What topics should students focus on for AP US History
20207

Students should focus on key historical periods including colonization, the American
Revolution, the Constitution, Civil War and Reconstruction, the Gilded Age, the World Wars,
the Cold War, and recent US history up to the present.

How can students prepare effectively for the AP US
History 2020 exam format?

Students should practice analyzing primary and secondary sources, develop thesis
statements quickly, outline essays efficiently, and work on writing clear, evidence-based
arguments under timed conditions.

Where can students find official resources for the AP US
History 2020 exam?

Students can access official AP US History 2020 exam resources, including practice
questions and scoring guidelines, on the College Board's official website and through AP
Classroom.

Additional Resources

1. AP US History 2020: A Complete Review Guide

This comprehensive review guide covers all the essential topics and themes found in the AP
US History curriculum for 2020. It includes detailed summaries of key historical periods,
thematic essays, and practice questions designed to prepare students for the exam. The
book emphasizes critical thinking and analytical skills needed for the document-based
questions (DBQs).

2. Cracking the AP U.S. History Exam, 2020 Edition

Published by The Princeton Review, this book offers a strategic approach to mastering the
AP US History exam. It features thorough content reviews, test-taking tips, and full-length
practice tests. The 2020 edition is updated with the latest exam formats and includes
strategies for tackling multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay sections.

3. A People's History of the United States by Howard Zinn

Though not specifically an AP US History review book, this classic offers an alternative
perspective on American history by focusing on the experiences of marginalized groups. It
complements traditional textbooks by encouraging critical analysis of historical narratives.
Many AP US History students find it useful for developing a broader understanding of social



and political movements.

4. America’s History for the AP Course by James A. Henretta et al.

This textbook is tailored specifically for the AP US History course and aligns closely with the
2020 curriculum framework. It presents a balanced and accessible narrative of American
history, integrating primary sources and thematic insights. The book also provides review
guestions and practice exercises to aid in exam preparation.

5. AP U.S. History Crash Course, 2020 Edition by Larry Krieger

Designed for last-minute review, this crash course book distills the vast content of AP US
History into concise summaries and charts. It highlights key concepts, important dates, and
significant figures that frequently appear on the exam. The 2020 edition includes updated
practice questions and strategies for efficient studying.

6. Give Me Liberty!: An American History by Eric Foner

A widely used textbook in AP US History classrooms, this book covers American history from
the colonial period to the present with an emphasis on liberty and freedom as central
themes. Eric Foner’s narrative is engaging and analytical, providing students with a deep
understanding of historical developments and their impacts.

7. AP US History Praxis by Test Prep Books

This guide offers extensive practice materials including multiple-choice questions, essays,
and DBQs modeled after the 2020 AP US History exam. It also provides test-taking
strategies and detailed answer explanations to help students identify their strengths and
weaknesses. The book is useful for reinforcing knowledge and improving exam
performance.

8. The American Pageant by David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen

Known for its lively writing style and rich illustrations, this textbook is a favorite among AP
US History students. It covers the breadth of American history with a focus on political,
social, and cultural developments. The 2020 edition includes updated content reflecting
recent scholarship and changes in the AP curriculum.

9. AP U.S. History Study Guide 2020-2021 by Accepted, Inc.

This study guide is designed to offer a thorough review of the key concepts and historical
periods required for the AP US History exam. It features summaries, timelines, and practice
questions that mirror the exam'’s structure. The guide also provides tips on essay writing
and document analysis to help students excel on the test.
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