AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM

AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM IS A NEWLY INTRODUCED ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSE DESIGNED TO ENGAGE
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE RICH HISTORY, CULTURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE UNITED STATES.
THIS CURRICULUM AIMS NOT ONLY TO EDUCATE STUDENTS ABOUT THE PAST BUT ALSO TO ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING
ABOUT CONTEMPORARY ISSUES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS TODAY. WITH A FOCUS ON HISTORICAL NARRATIVES,
LITERATURE, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, AND CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS, THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM PROVIDES
A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW THAT IS BOTH EDUCATIONAL AND TRANSFORMATIVE.

OVERVIEW OF THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM

THe AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM IS A PIONEERING PROGRAM DEVELOPED BY THE COLLEGE BOARD, WHICH AIMS
TO PROVIDE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH AN ACADEMIC FRAMEWORK TO EXPLORE THE COMPLEXITIES OF AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY AND CULTURE. THIS CURRICULUM IS DESIGNED TO BE RIGOROUS, PROMOTING ANALY TICAL THINKING AND ENCOURAGING
STUDENTS TO ENGAGE WITH PRIMARY SOURCES AND DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES.

COURSE STRUCTURE

THE CURRICULUM IS STRUCTURED INTO SEVERAL KEY THEMES AND TOPICS, EACH FOCUSING ON DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN EXPERIENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS. THE MAJOR COMPONENTS INCLUDE:

1. HisTorICAL CONTEXT: EXPLORING THE HISTORY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS FROM THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE TO
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES.

2. CuLTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS: INVESTIGATING THE IMPACT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ARTISTS, MUSICIANS, WRITERS, AND
THINKERS.

3. SocCIAL MOVEMENTS: ANALYZING SIGNIFICANT MOVEMENTS SUCH AS THE CIvIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, BLACK Power
MOVEMENT, AND CONTEMPORARY ACTIVISM.

4. PoLiTicaL LANDSCAPE: UNDERSTANDING AFRICAN AMERICAN POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT AND THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS
AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.

5. EconomiC FACTORS: EXAMINING THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGES AND ACHIEVEMENTS WITHIN AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES.
6. INTERSECTIONALITY: DISCUSSING HOW RACE INTERSECTS WITH GENDER, CLASS, AND SEXUALITY.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

THe AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM AIMS TO ACHIEVE SEVERAL LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

- CRITICAL ANALYSIS: STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP THE ABILITY TO CRITICALLY ANALYZE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES
RELATED TO AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE.

- CULTURAL APPRECIATION: BY STUDYING VARIOUS FORMS OF ART, LITERATURE, AND MUSIC, STUDENTS WILL GAIN A DEEPER
APPRECIATION FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

- SocIAL AWARENESS: THE CURRICULUM ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO REFLECT ON CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES AND
THEIR HISTORICAL ROOTS.

- RESEARCH SKILLS: STUDENTS WILL BE EQUIPPED WITH RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES TO EXPLORE TOPICS OF INTEREST RELATED
TO AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES.

IMPORTANCE OF THE CURRICULUM

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM HOLDS SIGNIFICANT IMPORTANCE IN SEVERAL WAYS:



FOSTERING INCLUSIVITY AND REPRESENTATION

ONE OF THE PRIMARY BENEFITS OF THIS CURRICULUM IS ITS ROLE IN PROMOTING INCLUSIVITY IN EDUCATION. BY INCORPORATING
AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURAL STUDIES INTO THE AP PROGRAM, IT HELPS TO:

- VALIDATE AFRICAN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES: THE CURRICULUM ACKNOWLEDGES THE EXPERIENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF
AFRICAN AMERICANSI PROVIDING A PLATFORM FOR VOICES THAT HAVE OFTEN BEEN MARGINALIZED IN TRADITIONAL EDUCATIONAL
SETTINGS.

- BROADEN HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING: |T ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO VIEW AMERICAN HISTORY THROUGH A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE LENS, RECOGNIZING THE INFLUENCE OF AFRICAN AMERICANS ON THE NATION'S DEVELOPMENT.

ENcoURAGING CRITICAL DIALOGUE

THE CURRICULUM FOSTERS AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE STUDENTS CAN ENGAGE IN MEANINGFUL DISCUSSIONS ABOUT RACE, IDENTITY,
AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. THIS IS CRUCIAL FOR:

- DEVELOPING EMPATHY: THROUGH DISCUSSIONS AND CRITICAL ANALYSIS, STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO EMPATHIZE WITH
THE STRUGGLES AND TRIUMPHS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS THROUGHOUT HISTORY.

- ProMOTING CIVIC ENGAGEMENT: BY UNDERSTANDING PAST AND PRESENT SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, STUDENTS ARE INSPIRED TO
BECOME ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS IN ADVOCATING FOR SOCIAL CHANGE.

Key THEMES IN THE CURRICULUM

THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM IS ORGANIZED AROUND SEVERAL KEY THEMES THAT GUIDE THE EXPLORATION
OF CONTENT. THESE THEMES INCLUDE:

1. THE LEGACY OF SLAVERY

- TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE: AN EXAMINATION OF THE HISTORY AND IMPACT OF SLAVERY ON AFRICAN AMERICAN IDENTITY
AND CULTURE.

- RESISTANCE AND RESILIENCE: STORIES OF RESISTANCE AGAINST OPPRESSION, INCLUDING REVOLTS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
MAROON COMMUNITIES.

2. THe CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

- Key FIGURES: STUDY OF INFLUENTIAL LEADERS SUCH AS MARTIN LUTHER KING JrR., MALCOLM X, RoSA PARKS, AND OTHERS.
- LEGISLATION AND CHANGE: ANALYSIS OF LANDMARK LEGISLATION LIKE THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT AND VOTING RIGHTS ACT.

3. CULTURAL RENAISSANCE

- HARLEM RENAISSANCE: EXPLORATION OF THE CULTURAL, ARTISTIC, AND INTELLECTUAL EXPLOSION CENTERED IN HARLEM IN THE
1920s.
- Music AND ART: UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT OF GENRES SUCH AS JAZZ, BLUES, HIP"HOP, AND THEIR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.



4. CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

- SocCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS: EXAMINATION OF BLACK LIVES MATTER AND OTHER CONTEMPORARY MOVEMENTS ADVOCATING
FOR RACIAL EQUALITY.

- INTERSECTIONALITY: DISCUSSIONS ON HOW RACE INTERSECTS WITH OTHER SOCIAL CATEGORIES, INCLUDING GENDER AND
CLASS.

IMPLEMENTATION IN SCHOOLS

THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM REQUIRES CAREFUL PLANNING AND
CONSIDERATION. SCHOOLS MUST ADDRESS SEVERAL FACTORS:

TEACHER TRAINING

- PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: EDUCATORS SHOULD RECEIVE TRAINING TO EFFECTIVELY TEACH THE CURRICULUM, ENSURING
THEY ARE WELL-VERSED IN THE CONTENT AND PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES.

- RESOURCE AVAILABILITY: SCHOOLS NEED ACCESS TO DIVERSE TEACHING MATERIALS, INCLUDING PRIMARY SOURCES,
LITERATURE, AND MULTIMEDIA.

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

- INTERACTIVE LEARNING: INCORPORATING DISCUSSIONS, DEBATES, AND GROUP PROJECTS CAN ENHANCE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT.
- COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: SCHOOLS CAN COLLABORATE WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS AND HISTORIANS TO PROVIDE
STUDENTS WITH REAL-WORLD CONNECTIONS TO THE CONTENT.

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

ASSESSMENT IN THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM IS DESIGNED TO EVALUATE STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING AND
CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS. KEY COMPONENTS INCLUDE:

- ExAaMs AnD QUIZZESI REGULAR ASSESSMENTS TO GAUGE KNOWLEDGE RETENTION AND UNDERSTANDING OF KEY CONCEPTS.
- RESEARCH PROJECTS: STUDENTS MAY BE REQUIRED TO CONDUCT RESEARCH ON A SPECIFIC TOPIC RELATED TO AFRICAN
AMERICAN STUDIES, CULMINATING IN A PRESENTATION OR PAPER.

- CLASS PARTICIPATION: ENGAGING IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS AND GROUP WORK CAN ALSO BE A COMPONENT OF STUDENTS'
OVERALL EVALUATION.

CoNcCLUSION

THe AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARDS A MORE INCLUSIVE AND
COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATIONAL FRAMEWORK. BY FOCUSING ON THE HISTORY, CULTURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN
AMERICANS, THE CURRICULUM NOT ONLY ENRICHES STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF THE PAST BUT ALSO PREPARES THEM TO
ENGAGE THOUGHTFULLY WITH CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES. AS SCHOOLS IMPLEMENT THIS CURRICULUM, THEY HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO FOSTER A NEW GENERATION OF INFORMED, EMPATHETIC, AND CRITICALLY ENGAGED CITIZENS WHO APPRECIATE
THE COMPLEXITY AND RICHNESS OF AMERICAN HISTORY. THE CURRICULUM IS MORE THAN JUST AN ACADEMIC COURSE; IT IS A
VITAL TOOL FOR SOCIAL CHANGE AND A PATHWAY TO UNDERSTANDING THE ENDURING LEGACY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN
SHAPING THE UNITED STATES.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT Is THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM?

THe AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM IS A HIGH SCHOOL COURSE DEVELOPED BY THE COLLEGE BOARD THAT
EXPLORES THE HISTORY, CULTURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS THROUGHOUT U.S. HISTORY, EMPHASIZING
CRITICAL THINKING AND ANALYSIS.

How poes THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES COURSE DIFFER FROM OTHER AP
COURSES?

THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES COURSE IS UNIQUE IN ITS INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH, COMBINING HISTORY,
LITERATURE, AND CULTURAL STUDIES, AND IT EMPHASIZES THE PERSPECTIVES AND EXPERIENCES OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN A
WAY THAT IS OFTEN NOT COVERED IN TRADITIONAL HISTORY CLASSES.

WHAT TOPICS ARE COVERED IN THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM?

TOPICS INCLUDE THE AFRICAN ROOTS OF AMERICAN CULTURE, THE IMPACT OF SLAVERY, THE CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT,
CONTRIBUTIONS TO ART AND LITERATURE, AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES FACING AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES.

W/Ho DEVELOPED THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM?

THE CURRICULUM WAS DEVELOPED BY THE COLLEGE BOARD IN COLLABORATION WITH EDUCATORS, SCHOLARS, AND
INSTITUTIONS DEDICATED TO AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE.

Is THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES COURSE AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE?

As oF NOW, THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES COURSE IS BEING PILOTED IN SELECT SCHOOLS ACROSS THE U.S. WITH
PLANS FOR BROADER IMPLEMENTATION BASED ON FEEDBACK AND RESULTS FROM THE PILOT PROGRAM.

\W/HAT SKILLS DO STUDENTS DEVELOP THROUGH THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
CURRICULUM?P

STUDENTS DEVELOP SKILLS IN CRITICAL THINKING, ANALYTICAL WRITING, RESEARCH, AND THE ABILITY TO ENGAGE WITH
COMPLEX TEXTS, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS IN COLLEGE AND BEYOND.

How cAN scHooLsS IMPLEMENT THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES COURSE?

SCHOOLS INTERESTED IN IMPLEMENTING THE COURSE MUST APPLY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COLLEGE BOARD'S PILOT PROGRAM,
WHICH INCLUDES TRAINING FOR TEACHERS AND ACCESS TO CURRICULUM RESOURCES.

\W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF INCLUDING AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IN THE AP
CURRICULUMP

INCLUDING AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES IN THE AP CURRICULUM IS SIGNIFICANT AS IT PROMOTES A MORE INCLUSIVE AND
ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF HISTORY, ACKNOWLEDGES THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS, AND FOSTERS A DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES.

How CAN STUDENTS PREPARE FOR THE AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES EXAM?

STUDENTS CAN PREPARE FOR THE EXAM BY ENGAGING DEEPLY WITH THE COURSE MATERIALS, PARTICIPATING IN DISCUSSIONS,
CONDUCTING INDEPENDENT RESEARCH, AND PRACTICING ESSAY WRITING SKILLS SPECIFIC TO THE EXAM FORMAT.
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