animal farm a fairy story

Animal Farm: A Fairy Story is a satirical novella penned by George Orwell, first published in 1945.
The story is presented as a fable about a group of farm animals who revolt against their human
farmer, only to find themselves under the rule of their own kind. This allegorical tale serves as a
potent commentary on the Russian Revolution and the subsequent rise of totalitarianism in the
Soviet Union. Through its characters and events, Orwell critiques the corrupting influence of power
and the ease with which noble ideals can be subverted.

Background and Context

The Historical Context of Animal Farm

To fully understand Animal Farm: A Fairy Story, it is essential to consider the historical backdrop
against which it was written. The novella is deeply rooted in the events surrounding the Russian
Revolution of 1917, where the Bolshevik Party, led by figures like Vladimir Lenin and later Joseph
Stalin, overthrew the Tsarist regime. Orwell, a democratic socialist, was disillusioned by the turn of
events in the Soviet Union, particularly the betrayal of the revolution's original ideals.

Key historical events that influenced Orwell include:
1. The rise of the Bolsheviks and their promises of equality and freedom.
2. The establishment of a totalitarian regime under Stalin.

3. The Great Purge and the repression of dissent.
4. The manipulation of language and truth for political ends.

Orwell's Intentions

Orwell's intentions in writing Animal Farm were manifold:

- To expose the hypocrisy and corruption that often accompany revolutions.

- To warn against the dangers of a naive belief in revolutionary leaders.

- To illustrate how language and propaganda can be used to control the masses.
- To advocate for a more equitable and just society.

Through this fable, Orwell aims to show that while revolutions may start with noble intentions, they
can easily devolve into tyranny.

Plot Summary

Animal Farm unfolds on Manor Farm, where the animals are subjected to the neglect and



mistreatment of their human owner, Mr. Jones. Inspired by Old Major, an elderly boar who dreams
of a rebellion against human oppression, the animals unite to revolt. They successfully overthrow
Mr. Jones and establish their own governance under the principles of Animalism.

The Seven Commandments

Following their victory, the animals create a set of guiding principles known as the Seven
Commandments of Animalism, which include:

. Whatever goes upon two legs is an enemy.

. Whatever goes upon four legs, or has wings, is a friend.
. No animal shall wear clothes.

. No animal shall sleep in a bed.

. No animal shall drink alcohol.

. No animal shall kill any other animal.

. All animals are equal.
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As the story progresses, however, the pigs, who assume leadership roles, begin to alter these
commandments to serve their interests, leading to the gradual erosion of the ideals of the revolution.

Key Characters

Animal Farm features a cast of memorable characters, each representing different facets of society
and political figures from the Russian Revolution:

The Pigs

- Napoleon: The primary antagonist, Napoleon is a pig who rises to power through cunning and
manipulation. He represents Joseph Stalin and embodies the corrupting influence of absolute power.
- Snowball: A pig who is Napoleon’s rival, Snowball is intelligent and passionate about the animals'
welfare. He symbolizes Leon Trotsky, who was exiled by Stalin and represents the struggle for a
more democratic socialism.

- Squealer: The propaganda minister, Squealer is a persuasive speaker who distorts the truth to
maintain the pigs' control over the other animals.

The Other Animals

- Boxer: A hardworking horse, Boxer symbolizes the working class. His motto, “I will work harder,”
reflects the blind loyalty of the proletariat, which ultimately leads to his downfall.

- Clover: A maternal horse who represents the female working class, Clover is concerned about the
well-being of her fellow animals but struggles to comprehend the betrayal of their ideals.

- Benjamin: The cynical donkey, Benjamin represents the intelligentsia who recognize the flaws of
the regime but feel powerless to effect change.



Thematic Analysis

Animal Farm is rich in themes that resonate beyond its immediate narrative. The following are some
of the most prominent themes explored in the novella:

The Corruption of Ideals

One of the central themes of Animal Farm is the corruption of revolutionary ideals. The initial dream
of a society where all animals are equal quickly devolves into a regime where the pigs exploit their
fellow animals. This theme serves as a cautionary tale about how power can corrupt even the most
noble aspirations.

The Role of Propaganda

Orwell illustrates how language and propaganda can be manipulated to control the masses.
Squealer’s ability to bend the truth and the gradual alteration of the Seven Commandments
highlight the importance of critical thinking and skepticism in the face of authority.

The Betrayal of the Working Class

The plight of Boxer is emblematic of the betrayal of the working class, who are often the backbone of
revolutions yet receive little in return. His tragic fate underscores the dangers of blind loyalty and
the exploitation of the proletariat by those in power.

Conclusion

Animal Farm: A Fairy Story is not just a simple tale about farm animals; it is a profound political
allegory that critiques the dynamics of power and corruption. Through its memorable characters and
poignant themes, Orwell’s novella serves as a timeless reminder of the need for vigilance in the
pursuit of justice and equality. As readers reflect on the story, they are encouraged to question
authority, recognize the potential for betrayal within revolutionary movements, and strive for a
society where the ideals of equality and freedom are genuinely upheld. In a world where the lessons
of Animal Farm continue to resonate, Orwell’s work remains a crucial part of the literary and
political discourse.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary theme of 'Animal Farm'?

The primary theme of 'Animal Farm' is the critique of totalitarianism and the corrupting influence of
power, illustrating how revolutionary ideals can be betrayed.

How does George Orwell use allegory in ‘Animal Farm'?

Orwell uses allegory to represent the events leading up to the Russian Revolution and the early
Soviet Union, with characters symbolizing historical figures like Stalin and Trotsky.

What role do the pigs play in 'Animal Farm'?

The pigs assume leadership roles on the farm, representing the ruling elite, and their gradual
corruption and deviation from the farm's original egalitarian principles highlight the dangers of
unchecked authority.

What is the significance of the commandments in 'Animal
Farm'?

The commandments serve as the foundational laws of Animalism, but their manipulation by the pigs
throughout the story illustrates how language and propaganda can be used to control and oppress
the populace.

How does the ending of 'Animal Farm' reflect its central
message?

The ending, where the pigs become indistinguishable from the humans, underscores the message
that the cycle of oppression can continue under a different guise, emphasizing the need for vigilance
against tyranny.

What is the role of propaganda in ‘Animal Farm'?

Propaganda is used extensively by the pigs, particularly Squealer, to manipulate the other animals'
perceptions, rewrite history, and justify their actions, demonstrating the power of media in shaping
public opinion.

How does ‘Animal Farm' address the concept of class struggle?

'‘Animal Farm' explores class struggle by depicting the conflicts between different groups of animals,
particularly the disparities between the working class (the other animals) and the ruling class (the
pigs), highlighting issues of exploitation and inequality.
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