antigone study guide packet prologue
answers

Antigone study guide packet prologue answers serve as a valuable resource for students,
teachers, and anyone interested in understanding this timeless work by Sophocles. This Greek
tragedy, a part of the Theban plays, delves deep into themes of morality, law, family loyalty, and the
struggle between individual conscience and state law. In this article, we will provide an insightful
overview of the prologue of Antigone, summarize its key elements, and highlight the significance of
the prologue while guiding you through potential study questions and answers.

Understanding Antigone: An Overview

Antigone is the third play in the Theban cycle and follows the story of Antigone, the daughter of
Oedipus, as she defies King Creon’s edict to honor her brother, Polynices, with a proper burial. This
act of defiance sets the stage for the exploration of fundamental human themes that resonate
through time.

Plot Summary of the Prologue

The prologue of Antigone establishes the conflict and introduces the primary characters. It begins
with Antigone and her sister Ismene discussing the recent events surrounding their family. Here are
some key points from the prologue:

1. Background Context: The prologue provides essential background information about the curse on
the house of Oedipus, setting the stage for the tragedy that unfolds.

2. Character Introduction: Antigone’s determination and Ismene’s caution are introduced,
highlighting their contrasting personalities and approaches to authority.

3. King Creon’s Edict: The prologue details Creon’s decree that Polynices, having fought against
Thebes, is to be left unburied, while Eteocles, who defended the city, is to receive honors. This sets
up the central conflict of the play.

Key Themes in the Prologue

The prologue introduces several key themes that are explored throughout the play:

1. The Conflict Between Divine Law and Human Law

Antigone believes in the divine law that mandates burial for the dead, whereas Creon represents
human law and state authority. This theme raises questions about justice, morality, and duty.



2. Family Loyalty vs. State Loyalty

Antigone’s commitment to her brother reflects a strong sense of family loyalty, contrasting sharply
with Creon’s emphasis on civic duty and the law. This theme explores the sacrifices individuals make
for family versus society.

3. Feminine Resistance

Antigone’s defiance against Creon underscores themes of gender roles and resistance. Her
determination to follow her beliefs, despite societal expectations, positions her as a strong female
character in literature.

Study Guide Questions and Answers for the Prologue

To facilitate a deeper understanding of the prologue, here are some potential study guide questions
along with suggested answers.

1. What is the significance of Antigone's decision to bury her
brother?

Antigone’s decision to bury Polynices is significant as it represents her moral conviction and loyalty
to family above all else. It sets the foundation for the central conflict of the play, illustrating the
struggle between individual beliefs and societal laws.

2. How do Antigone and Ismene’s characters contrast in the
prologue?

Antigone is portrayed as bold, determined, and willing to defy authority for what she believes is
right. In contrast, Ismene embodies caution, expressing fear of the consequences of defying Creon’s
orders. This contrast highlights the different responses to authority and the complexity of their
relationship as sisters.

3. How does the prologue foreshadow the tragic events to
come?

The prologue foreshadows tragedy through its exploration of fate and the inevitability of conflict.
Antigone’s determination to bury her brother, despite knowing the potential consequences, suggests
that tragedy is unavoidable. This sense of doom is a common trait in Greek tragedies.



Important Quotes from the Prologue

Examining significant quotes from the prologue can provide insight into the characters' motivations
and themes:

e Antigone: “I will bury him; and if I die for it, I shall be glad to die.”
- This quote reflects Antigone’s conviction and foreshadows her tragic fate.

e Ismene: “We are only women, we cannot fight with men.”
- Ismene’s words highlight the gender dynamics and societal expectations of the time.

Character Analysis in the Prologue

Understanding the characters introduced in the prologue is crucial for grasping the play’s deeper
themes.

1. Antigone

Antigone is a strong-willed character whose actions are driven by loyalty to her family and divine
law. Her determination to honor her brother demonstrates her moral integrity and sets her at odds
with Creon.

2. Ismene

Ismene serves as a foil to Antigone. While she is not as defiant, her character embodies the fear and
constraints imposed by society, showcasing the internal conflict many individuals face when
confronted with authority.

3. Creon (mentioned indirectly)

Although Creon does not appear in the prologue, his edict and the repercussions of his decisions
loom large. His character represents the law and order of the state, setting up a powerful conflict
with Antigone.

Conclusion

The prologue of Antigone sets the stage for one of the most profound explorations of human conflict



in literature. Through the introduction of key themes, character dynamics, and moral dilemmas, it
captures the essence of the struggles faced by individuals when confronted with the law and their
own beliefs.

As students engage with the Antigone study guide packet prologue answers, they will find a deeper
understanding of the text’s complexities and relevance to contemporary issues. Whether used in a
classroom setting or for personal study, the insights gleaned from the prologue will enhance
comprehension and appreciation of Sophocles' timeless work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main conflict presented in the prologue of
Antigone?

The main conflict is between Antigone's moral duty to bury her brother Polynices, as per divine law,
and Creon's decree forbidding the burial, representing state law.

How does Antigone express her determination in the
prologue?

Antigone expresses her determination by stating her intention to defy Creon’s orders and honor her
brother, showing her commitment to familial loyalty and divine laws.

What role does Ismene play in the prologue of Antigone?

Ismene serves as a foil to Antigone; she is cautious and fearful of defying Creon, representing the
struggle between obedience to authority and personal conviction.

What themes are introduced in the prologue of Antigone?

Key themes introduced include the conflict between individual conscience and state law, the nature
of justice, and the consequences of pride and defiance.

How does the prologue set the tone for the rest of the play?

The prologue sets a tone of tension and impending tragedy, highlighting the moral dilemmas that
will unfold and foreshadowing the conflict between Antigone and Creon.

What does Antigone's resolve to bury Polynices reveal about
her character?

Antigone's resolve reveals her strong sense of justice, loyalty to family, and willingness to face death
for her beliefs, portraying her as a tragic hero.



How does Creon's edict in the prologue reflect his character
and leadership style?

Creon's edict reflects his authoritarian leadership style and rigid belief in the supremacy of state law
over personal morals, showcasing his inflexibility.

What significance does the burial of Polynices have in the
context of Greek culture?

In Greek culture, proper burial rites were crucial for the deceased's peace in the afterlife, making
Antigone's actions a profound statement about honor and respect for the dead.

How does the prologue of Antigone establish the play’s tragic
elements?

The prologue establishes tragic elements by introducing a moral conflict that leads to inevitable
suffering and consequences, setting the stage for the unfolding tragedy.
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