
apa 6 citation for the pmbok guide
apa 6 citation for the pmbok guide is essential for professionals, students, and researchers who
wish to reference the Project Management Body of Knowledge (PMBOK) Guide accurately in their
academic and professional writing. The PMBOK Guide, published by the Project Management Institute
(PMI), is a widely recognized standard for project management practices. Proper citation ensures
credibility, avoids plagiarism, and adheres to academic standards. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of how to format the APA 6 citation for the PMBOK Guide, including in-text
citations, reference list entries, and variations depending on the edition used. Additionally, it
addresses common citation challenges and offers examples to support correct usage. Understanding
these citation guidelines is crucial for anyone engaging with project management literature in APA
style.
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Understanding the PMBOK Guide and Its Importance
The PMBOK Guide, developed by the Project Management Institute (PMI), serves as a foundational
framework for project management professionals worldwide. It outlines standardized terminology,
processes, and best practices essential for effective project execution. Given its authoritative status,
citing the PMBOK Guide correctly in research papers, theses, and professional documents is critical.
Proper citation acknowledges the source of methodologies and concepts, lending credibility to work
and aligning with academic integrity standards. The guide is updated periodically, with each edition
reflecting the evolving landscape of project management, which influences citation specifics.

The Role of PMI as the Publisher
The Project Management Institute is the primary publisher of the PMBOK Guide, responsible for
maintaining its content and issuing new editions. When citing the PMBOK Guide in APA 6 style, PMI is
always listed as the corporate author. This is important because the organization’s name replaces a
personal author's name, reflecting the guide’s nature as a collective work. Recognizing PMI’s role
ensures the citation is accurate and authoritative.



Why Accurate Citation Matters
Accurate citation of the PMBOK Guide in APA 6 format helps avoid plagiarism and enhances the
reliability of academic and professional documents. It provides readers with clear information to
locate the original source. Since the guide is a key reference in project management literature,
adhering to correct citation formats also demonstrates professionalism and attention to detail.

Basic Format for APA 6 Citation of the PMBOK Guide
APA 6 citation for the PMBOK Guide follows the standard format for citing books authored by an
organization. The citation typically includes the author (PMI), publication year, title (italicized), edition
(if applicable), and publisher. The edition is particularly important because it indicates the version of
the guide referenced, which can affect the relevance of the cited information.

General Structure of the Reference
The general format for the PMBOK Guide citation in APA 6 style is as follows:

Author (Project Management Institute)1.

Year of publication in parentheses2.

Title of the book in italics3.

Edition information in parentheses if not the first edition4.

Publisher name5.

This structure applies uniformly across different editions of the PMBOK Guide.

Example Format
Project Management Institute. (Year). Title of the work: Subtitle if any (Edition). Publisher.

In-Text Citation Guidelines for the PMBOK Guide
In-text citations for the PMBOK Guide in APA 6 style are concise references within the text that direct
readers to the full reference list entry. Since PMI is a corporate author, the in-text citation includes the
organization’s name and the year of publication. Proper in-text citations are essential for attributing
ideas and avoiding plagiarism.



Parenthetical Citation
A parenthetical citation appears at the end of the sentence or clause containing the referenced
information. It includes the author’s name (PMI) and the publication year separated by a comma,
enclosed in parentheses.

Example: (Project Management Institute, 2017)

Narrative Citation
In a narrative citation, the author’s name is incorporated into the text, followed immediately by the
publication year in parentheses.

Example: According to the Project Management Institute (2017), project scope management is
essential for successful outcomes.

Including Page Numbers
When directly quoting or referring to specific information, including page numbers in the in-text
citation is recommended. The page number follows the year, preceded by “p.” for a single page or
“pp.” for a page range.

Example: (Project Management Institute, 2017, p. 45)

Reference List Entry Examples by PMBOK Guide Edition
The PMBOK Guide has multiple editions, and the APA 6 citation format varies slightly depending on
the edition referenced. Below are examples of reference list entries for commonly cited editions.

6th Edition
The 6th edition of the PMBOK Guide, published in 2017, is one of the most frequently cited versions.

Reference entry example:

Project Management Institute. (2017). A guide to the project management body of knowledge
(PMBOK guide) (6th ed.). Project Management Institute.

5th Edition
For the 5th edition, published in 2013, the citation reflects the year and edition accordingly.

Reference entry example:

Project Management Institute. (2013). A guide to the project management body of knowledge
(PMBOK guide) (5th ed.). Project Management Institute.



Other Editions
Earlier or newer editions should follow the same format, updating the year and edition number. If no
edition is specified (first edition), omit the edition from the citation.

Example for first edition:

Project Management Institute. (1996). A guide to the project management body of knowledge
(PMBOK guide). Project Management Institute.

Common Citation Challenges and Solutions
Citing the PMBOK Guide in APA 6 style can present challenges, especially regarding corporate
authorship, multiple editions, and electronic versions. Understanding these challenges helps ensure
correct citation and compliance with academic standards.

Citing Corporate Authors
Since PMI is a corporate author, some writers may mistakenly treat it as a personal author. Always list
the organization name as the author in the reference list and in-text citations to maintain accuracy.

Handling Multiple Editions
It is critical to specify the edition of the PMBOK Guide cited. Omitting the edition can lead to confusion
because project management practices evolve with each update. Always include the edition in
parentheses immediately following the title.

Citing Electronic or PDF Versions
If the PMBOK Guide is accessed online, APA 6 does not require the URL for commonly known works
available in print. However, if the electronic version is unique or accessed through a database, include
the DOI or URL if available. When no DOI is present, omit the electronic retrieval information.

List of Best Practices for APA 6 Citation of the PMBOK Guide

Always use the corporate author “Project Management Institute”

Include the edition number in parentheses after the title

Use the publication year corresponding to the edition cited

In in-text citations, include page numbers for direct quotes

Format the title in italics with proper capitalization



Omit retrieval URLs unless necessary for electronic-only versions

Double-check edition and year for accuracy

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct APA 6 citation format for the PMBOK
Guide?
The correct APA 6 citation for the PMBOK Guide (6th edition) is: Project Management Institute. (2017).
A guide to the project management body of knowledge (PMBOK guide) (6th ed.). Project Management
Institute.

How do I cite the PMBOK Guide in-text using APA 6?
In APA 6, you can cite the PMBOK Guide in-text as (Project Management Institute, 2017).

Should I italicize the title of the PMBOK Guide in an APA 6
reference?
Yes, in APA 6, the title of the book, 'A guide to the project management body of knowledge (PMBOK
guide) (6th ed.)', should be italicized in the reference list.

How do I cite a specific chapter or section of the PMBOK Guide
in APA 6?
APA 6 does not require specific citation of chapters in a book without individual authors; cite the
entire book as: Project Management Institute. (2017). A guide to the project management body of
knowledge (PMBOK guide) (6th ed.). Project Management Institute. Then specify the chapter or
section in the text if necessary.

Can I use the acronym PMI in the APA 6 citation for the
PMBOK Guide?
No, the APA 6 citation should use the full name of the authoring organization: Project Management
Institute. The acronym PMI can be used in the text after the first full mention.

How do I format the publisher name for the PMBOK Guide in
APA 6?
In APA 6, the publisher name is listed as 'Project Management Institute' without additional location
information for this source.



Is the edition number included in the APA 6 citation for the
PMBOK Guide?
Yes, include the edition number in parentheses right after the title: (6th ed.).

Do I need a DOI for the PMBOK Guide citation in APA 6?
The PMBOK Guide typically does not have a DOI. If no DOI is available, it is not necessary to include
one in the citation.

How do I cite the PMBOK Guide if I accessed it as an electronic
book in APA 6?
If you accessed the PMBOK Guide as an ebook, cite it as: Project Management Institute. (2017). A
guide to the project management body of knowledge (PMBOK guide) (6th ed.) [E-book]. Project
Management Institute. Include a URL if the ebook is publicly accessible.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering APA 6th Edition Citations for the PMBOK Guide
This book provides a comprehensive guide to correctly citing the PMBOK Guide using APA 6th edition
format. It covers various citation scenarios including direct quotes, paraphrasing, and referencing
different editions of the PMBOK. Ideal for project management students and professionals, it ensures
compliance with academic standards.

2. APA 6 and Project Management: Citing the PMBOK Guide
Focused on the intersection of APA 6 citation style and project management literature, this book
offers detailed instructions on referencing the PMBOK Guide. It includes examples and tips for
integrating citations smoothly into research papers and reports. Readers will find it useful for
academic writing and professional documentation.

3. The Essential Guide to APA 6 Citation for Project Management Resources
This guide emphasizes proper citation techniques for key project management resources, including
the PMBOK Guide, under APA 6th edition guidelines. It highlights common pitfalls and provides sample
references to assist users in avoiding errors. The book is a practical tool for students and practitioners
alike.

4. APA 6th Edition Made Easy: Citing the PMBOK Guide and Related Sources
Designed to simplify the APA 6 citation process, this book breaks down complex rules into easy-to-
understand steps specifically for citing the PMBOK Guide. It also addresses how to handle multiple
authors, editions, and online sources. Perfect for beginners and those seeking clarity in citation
practices.

5. Accurate APA 6 Citations for the PMBOK: A Step-by-Step Manual
This manual walks readers through the process of creating accurate APA 6 citations for the PMBOK
Guide. It includes annotated examples and exercises to reinforce learning. The book is an excellent
resource for ensuring precision in project management research work.



6. Project Management and APA 6: Citation Strategies for the PMBOK Guide
Offering strategic advice on citing the PMBOK Guide in APA 6 format, this book addresses various
referencing challenges. It discusses in-text citation nuances, reference list formatting, and adapting
citations for different PMBOK editions. Suitable for both students and seasoned project managers.

7. APA 6 Citation Handbook: Special Focus on the PMBOK Guide
This handbook serves as a quick reference for APA 6 citation rules with a special focus on correctly
citing the PMBOK Guide. It includes templates and examples tailored to project management content.
The concise format makes it handy for on-the-go citation needs.

8. Citing the PMBOK Guide in APA 6: A Practical Approach
This book takes a practical approach to teaching readers how to cite the PMBOK Guide using APA 6th
edition style. It covers citation formats for print and electronic versions, and addresses common
citation errors. The straightforward explanations make it accessible for all levels.

9. The PMBOK Guide and APA 6: Comprehensive Citation Techniques
Providing an in-depth exploration of citation techniques, this book covers all aspects of referencing
the PMBOK Guide in APA 6 format. It discusses the importance of citation integrity and academic
honesty in project management research. The detailed examples and guidance support effective
scholarly writing.
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