AP ART HISTORY REQUIRED WORKS

AP ART HISTORY REQUIRED WORKS ARE AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF THE ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART HISTORY CURRICULUM.
THIS PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO INTRODUCE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO THE HISTORY OF ART FROM VARIOUS CULTURES AND
TIME PERIODS. UNDERSTANDING THESE REQUIRED WORKS NOT ONLY PREPARES STUDENTS FOR THE AP EXAM BUT ALSO ENRICHES
THEIR APPRECIATION OF ART AS A FORM OF HUMAN EXPRESSION. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
AP ART HISTORY REQUIRED WORKS, PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF THE KEY PIECES, AND DISCUSS HOW TO STUDY AND ANALYZE
THEM EFFECTIVELY.

UNDERSTANDING AP ART HisTORY REQUIRED W/ ORKS

THE AP ART HISTORY COURSE EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF CRITICAL THINKING AND ANALYSIS. THE REQUIRED WORKS
SERVE AS FOUNDATIONAL PIECES THAT ILLUSTRATE KEY CONCEPTS, MOVEMENTS, AND TECHNIQUES IN ART HISTORY. STUDENTS
ARE EXPECTED TO FAMILIARIZE THEMSELVES WITH THESE WORKS, UNDERSTAND THEIR CONTEXT, AND ANALYZE THEIR
SIGNIFICANCE.

WHY ARe THESE W oRKS REQUIRED?

THE INCLUSION OF SPECIFIC WORKS IN THE AP ART HISTORY CURRICULUM SERVES SEVERAL PURPOSES:

HisToricAL CONTEXT: EACH WORK REFLECTS THE CULTURE, BELIEFS, AND VALUES OF ITS TIME.

ARTISTIC TECHNIQUES: STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT DIFFERENT MEDIUMS, STYLES, AND ARTISTIC PROCESSES.

CRITICAL ANALYSIS: ENGAGING WITH THESE WORKS ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT ART AND ITS
IMPACT ON SOCIETY.

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE: THE SELECTED WORKS SPAN VARIOUS CULTURES, FOSTERING A BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF ART
HISTORY.

Key AP ART HisTorY REQUIRED W/ ORKS

THE AP ART HISTORY CURRICULUM INCLUDES A DIVERSE RANGE OF WORKS FROM DIFFERENT PERIODS AND REGIONS. BELOW IS AN
OVERVIEW OF SOME OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT REQUIRED WORKS THAT STUDENTS SHOULD FOCUS ON:

1. PREHISTORIC ART

- SToneHenGE (c. 2500-2000 BCE): A MONUMENTAL STONE CIRCLE IN ENGLAND, SIGNIFICANT FOR ITS ARCHITECTURAL
COMPLEXITY AND ASTRONOMICAL ALIGNMENT.

- Lascaux Caves (c. 15,000 BCE): FAMOUS FOR ITS PREHISTORIC CAVE PAINTINGS, THESE WORKS PROVIDE INSIGHT INTO
EARLY HUMAN CREATIVITY AND RITUAL.



2. ANCIENT ART

- THe GReAT PYrAMID of Giza (c. 2580-2560 BCE): AN ARCHITECTURAL MARVEL OF ANCIENT EGYPT, SYMBOLIZING THE
POWER OF THE PHARAOHS AND THEIR BELIEFS IN THE AFTERLIFE.

- THe ParTHENON (447-432 BCE): A TEMPLE DEDICATED TO ATHENA IN ATHENS, SHOWCASING THE IDEALS OF ANCIENT
GREEK ARCHITECTURE AND DEMOCRACY.

3. MeDIEVAL ART

- CHARTRES CATHEDRAL (C. 1194-1220): A MASTERPIECE OF GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE, KNOWN FOR ITS STAINED GLASS
WINDOWS AND INTRICATE SCULPTURES.

- THe Book oF KeLLs (c. 800 CE): AN ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT THAT EXEMPLIFIES EARLY MEDIEVAL ART AND THE FUSION OF
CHRISTIAN AND CELTIC TRADITIONS.

4. RENAISSANCE ART

- MonA Lisa (c. 1503-1506) Y LEONARDO DA VINCI: A QUINTESSENTIAL EXAMPLE OF RENAISSANCE PORTRAITURE, KNOWN
FOR ITS ENIGMATIC EXPRESSION AND MASTERFUL USE OF SFUMATO.

- THe ScHooL ofF ATHENS (1509-1511) BY RAPHAEL: A FRESCO THAT REPRESENTS THE PINNACLE OF RENAISSANCE
HUMANISM, FEATURING PROMINENT PHILOSOPHERS AND SCHOLARS.

5. BAROQUE ART

- THE NIGHT WATcH (1642) BY REMBRANDT: A MONUMENTAL PAINTING THAT CAPTURES A MOMENT OF CIVIC PRIDE AND THE
DYNAMIC USE OF LIGHT AND SHADOW.

- PALACE oF VERSAILLES (166 1-1710): A SYMBOL OF ABSOLUTE MONARCHY, THIS ARCHITECTURAL WONDER REFLECTS THE
GRANDEUR AND EXCESS OF THE BAROQUE PERIOD.

6. MoDERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART

- THe STARRY NIGHT (1889) BY VINCENT VAN GOGH: AN ICONIC POST-IMPRESSIONIST PAINTING THAT EXPRESSES EMOTION
THROUGH COLOR AND STYLE.

- CaMPBELL'S Soup CaNs (1962) BY ANDY W/ ARHOL: A DEFINING WORK OF POP ART THAT CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL
NOTIONS OF ART AND CONSUMER CUL TURE.

TiPs FOR STUDYING AP ART HisTorY REQUIRED W ORKS

To EXCEL IN AP ART HISTORY, IT IS CRUCIAL TO DEVELOP EFFECTIVE STUDY HABITS AND STRATEGIES. HERE ARE SOME TIPS TO
HELP YOU MASTER THE REQUIRED WORKS:

1. CREATE A STUDY SCHEDULE

ESTABLISH A CONSISTENT STUDY ROUTINE TO COVER ALL REQUIRED WORKS SYSTEMATICALLY. BREAK DOWN YOUR STUDY
SESSIONS INTO MANAGEABLE SEGMENTS AND FOCUS ON A FEW WORKS AT A TIME.



2. Use VisuaL Aibs

VISUAL AIDS SUCH AS FLASHCARDS, CHARTS, AND TIMELINES CAN ENHANCE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE CONTEXT AND
SIGNIFICANCE OF EACH WORK. CONSIDER CREATING A VISUAL REPRESENTATION OF THE KEY ELEMENTS OF EACH PIECE.

3. ENGAGE WITH THE ART

VisIT MUSEUMS, GALLERIES, OR VIRTUAL EXHIBITIONS TO SEE THE REQUIRED WORKS IN PERSON OR ONLINE. ENGAGING WITH THE
ART FIRSTHAND CAN DEEPEN YOUR APPRECIATION AND UNDERSTANDING.

4. Discuss wITH PEers

FORM STUDY GROUPS WITH CLASSMATES TO DISCUSS THE REQUIRED WORKS. COLLABORATIVE LEARNING CAN PROVIDE NEW
INSIGHTS AND PERSPECTIVES THAT ENHANCE YOUR UNDERSTANDING.

5. PrRACTICE WRITING ANALYSES

W/RITING PRACTICE ESSAYS AND ANALYSES OF THE REQUIRED WORKS CAN HELP YOU ARTICULATE YOUR THOUGHTS AND
PREPARE FOR EXAM QUESTIONS. FOCUS ON DISCUSSING THE FORMAL ELEMENTS, CONTEXT, AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EACH PIECE.

CoNcCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE AP ART HISTORY REQUIRED WORKS PLAY A PIVOTAL ROLE IN UNDERSTANDING THE EVOLUTION OF ART
ACROSS CULTURES AND TIME PERIODS. BY FAMILIARIZING YOURSELF WITH THESE KEY PIECES AND EMPLOYING EFFECTIVE STUDY
STRATEGIES, YOU CAN DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF ART HISTORY THAT WILL SERVE YOU WELL IN THE AP
EXAM AND BEYOND. EMBRACE THE JOURNEY OF EXPLORING ART, AS IT NOT ONLY ENRICHES YOUR KNOWLEDGE BUT ALSO DEEPENS
YOUR APPRECIATION FOR THE CREATIVITY AND EXPRESSION THAT SHAPE OUR WORLD.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE THE AP ART HISTORY REQUIRED WORKS?

THE AP ART HISTORY REQUIRED WORKS ARE A CURATED LIST OF 250 ARTWORKS THAT STUDENTS MUST STUDY FOR THE AP
ART HISTORY EXAM. THESE WORKS SPAN VARIOUS CULTURES, TIME PERIODS, AND MEDIUMS, PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE
OVERVIEW OF ART HISTORY.

How ARE THE AP ART HISTORY REQUIRED WORKS SELECTED?

THE REQUIRED WORKS ARE SELECTED BASED ON THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN THE HISTORY OF ART, THEIR REPRESENTATION OF KEY
THEMES, AND THEIR RELEVANCE TO UNDERSTANDING DIVERSE CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES. THE LIST IS UPDATED PERIODICALLY TO
REFLECT CURRENT SCHOLARSHIP.

ARE THERE ANY RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO STUDY THE AP ART HISTORY REQUIRED



\WORKS?

YES, THERE ARE NUMEROUS RESOURCES AVAILABLE, INCLUDING THE COLLEGE BOARD'S OFFICIAL AP ART HISTORY COURSE
DESCRIPTION, ONLINE DATABASES, TEXTBOOKS, AND VARIOUS ART HISTORY WEBSITES THAT PROVIDE IMAGES, ANALYSIS, AND
HISTORICAL CONTEXT FOR EACH REQUIRED \WORK.

How DOES UNDERSTANDING THE REQUIRED WORKS BENEFIT STUDENTS IN THE AP ART
HisTORY COURSE?

(UNDERSTANDING THE REQUIRED WORKS HELPS STUDENTS DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS, ANALYZE VISUAL CULTURE, AND
APPRECIATE THE CONTEXT IN WHICH ARTWORKS WERE CREATED. THIS KNOWLEDGE IS CRUCIAL FOR SUCCESS ON THE EXAM AND
FOR FURTHER STUDIES IN ART HISTORY.

WHAT TYPES OF ARTWORKS ARE INCLUDED IN THE AP ART HISTORY REQUIRED WORKS
LIST?

THE LIST INCLUDES A DIVERSE RANGE OF ARTWORKS, SUCH AS PAINTINGS, SCULPTURES, ARCHITECTURE, AND DECORATIVE ARTS.

|T FEATURES WORKS FROM VARIOUS CULTURES, INCLUDING \X/ESTERN, AFRICAN, ASIAN, AND INDIGENOUS ART, SHOWCASING
THE GLOBAL NATURE OF ART HISTORY.
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