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The Ansonia Clock Company, a prominent American clock manufacturer, played a pivotal role in the
clock-making industry during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Founded in 1850 in Ansonia,
Connecticut, the company became renowned for its innovative designs and high-quality
craftsmanship. The 1906-1907 catalog is a crucial artifact that showcases the diversity and artistry of
Ansonia clocks from this era, reflecting the aesthetic sensibilities and technological advancements of
the time. This article delves into the significance of the 1906-1907 catalog, the types of clocks
featured, and the broader context of the Ansonia Clock Company's impact on the clock-making
industry.

Historical Context of Ansonia Clock Company

The Ansonia Clock Company was established during a time of great industrial growth in the United
States. The advent of mass production techniques allowed companies like Ansonia to produce clocks
more efficiently, making them accessible to a wider audience.

- Innovations in Clockmaking: Ansonia was known for its innovative mechanisms and elegant designs,
often incorporating new materials and techniques such as metal casting and elaborate
ornamentation.
- Market Trends: The late 19th century saw a growing middle class with disposable income, leading to
increased demand for decorative and functional household items, including clocks.
- Competition: Ansonia faced significant competition from other clock manufacturers like Seth Thomas
and Howard, pushing the company to continually innovate and expand its product range.

Overview of the 1906-1907 Catalog

The 1906-1907 catalog serves as a snapshot of the company’s offerings during this period. It reflects
not only the available products but also the design trends and consumer preferences of the time.

Design Elements and Aesthetics

The clocks featured in the catalog exhibit a variety of design elements that were popular in the early
20th century.

- Styles: The catalog included a mix of styles, such as:
- Gothic Revival: Characterized by pointed arches and intricate detailing.
- Victorian: Often ornate with elaborate carvings and embellishments.
- Classical: Featuring clean lines and symmetry, reminiscent of ancient Greek and Roman designs.

- Materials: Ansonia utilized a range of materials, including:



- Wood: Often used for cases, showcasing fine craftsmanship.
- Metal: Brass and bronze were commonly used for both functional and decorative elements.
- Glass: Decorative glass elements added elegance and sophistication to the designs.

Types of Clocks Featured

The 1906-1907 catalog included a broad range of clocks, catering to varying tastes and preferences.
Some of the notable types included:

1. Mantel Clocks:
- These clocks were designed to sit on a mantel or shelf and often featured ornate designs.
- Popular models included the “Dresden” and “Bishop,” both showcasing elaborate detailing.

2. Wall Clocks:
- Ansonia produced a variety of wall clocks, from simple designs to more elaborate models with
intricate carvings.
- The “Regulator” clock, known for its accuracy and elegant design, was a highlight in the catalog.

3. Shelf Clocks:
- Smaller than mantel clocks, shelf clocks were perfect for tabletops and featured both modern and
traditional designs.
- Models such as the “Daisy” and “Thistle” were particularly popular.

4. Table Clocks:
- These clocks were designed to sit directly on a table and often included decorative bases.
- The “Boudoir” clock was a favorite among consumers for its compact design and beauty.

5. Specialty Clocks:
- Ansonia also offered unique and novelty clocks that appealed to specific tastes, including novelty
shapes and thematic designs.

Notable Features and Innovations

The 1906-1907 catalog highlighted several key features that set Ansonia clocks apart from their
competitors:

- Chiming Mechanisms: Many clocks incorporated intricate chiming mechanisms, providing an
auditory element that enhanced their appeal.
- Quality Movements: Ansonia was known for its precision movements, ensuring reliability and
longevity.
- Artistic Dials: The dials often featured artistic designs, including painted scenes and ornate
numerals, which added to their visual appeal.



Marketing Strategies and Target Audience

The Ansonia Clock Company employed various marketing strategies to reach its target audience
effectively.

- Catalog Distribution: The 1906-1907 catalog was distributed to retailers and consumers alike,
showcasing the full range of products available.
- Advertising: Ansonia engaged in advertising through newspapers and magazines, highlighting the
quality and elegance of their clocks.
- Target Audience: The primary audience included middle-class families seeking decorative yet
functional home accessories, as well as affluent consumers looking for luxury items.

The Legacy of Ansonia Clock Company

The impact of the Ansonia Clock Company extends beyond its years of operation.

- Cultural Significance: The clocks produced by Ansonia are now considered collectibles, with many
individuals and museums valuing them for their historical and aesthetic importance.
- Influence on Design: Ansonia's innovative designs influenced the broader clock-making industry,
setting standards for craftsmanship and style that many other manufacturers followed.
- Preservation of History: The 1906-1907 catalog serves as a historical document that helps collectors
and historians understand the design trends and technological advancements of the time.

Conclusion

The Ansonia Clock Co 1906-1907 catalog is a rich resource that encapsulates the artistry and
innovation of one of America’s most significant clock manufacturers. By showcasing a diverse range
of styles and designs, the catalog reflects not only the company’s commitment to quality but also the
evolving tastes of consumers during this dynamic period. As a historical artifact, it provides invaluable
insights into the cultural and technological landscape of early 20th-century America, ensuring that the
legacy of the Ansonia Clock Company endures for generations to come. Whether one is a collector, a
history enthusiast, or simply an admirer of fine craftsmanship, the Ansonia clocks from this era
remain a testament to the beauty and ingenuity of their time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What type of products were featured in the Ansonia Clock Co.
1906-1907 catalog?
The Ansonia Clock Co. 1906-1907 catalog featured a variety of clocks including mantel clocks, wall
clocks, and novelty clocks, showcasing intricate designs and craftsmanship.



How can I identify the models listed in the Ansonia Clock Co.
1906-1907 catalog?
Models can be identified by their unique names, designs, and specific features mentioned in the
catalog, such as the materials used and the clock's mechanism.

Is the Ansonia Clock Co. 1906-1907 catalog available for
viewing online?
Yes, many online archives and antique clock websites offer scanned versions of the Ansonia Clock Co.
1906-1907 catalog for enthusiasts and collectors.

What significance does the Ansonia Clock Co. 1906-1907
catalog hold for collectors?
The catalog is significant for collectors as it provides historical context, pricing information, and
details on the styles and models produced during that period, aiding in valuation and authenticity
verification.

What materials were commonly used in the clocks featured in
the Ansonia Clock Co. 1906-1907 catalog?
The clocks typically featured materials such as wood, brass, and porcelain, often adorned with
elaborate decorative elements.

How does the design of Ansonia clocks from the 1906-1907
catalog reflect the trends of that era?
The design of Ansonia clocks from this era reflects the ornate styles of the early 20th century,
showcasing Art Nouveau influences with intricate detailing and elegant forms.

What are some of the most popular models from the Ansonia
Clock Co. 1906-1907 catalog?
Some popular models include the 'Duchess', 'Eclipse', and 'Psyche', each recognized for their
distinctive designs and craftsmanship.

Can the Ansonia Clock Co. 1906-1907 catalog help in restoring
antique clocks?
Yes, the catalog can serve as a valuable resource for restorers by providing original specifications,
design details, and part information necessary for accurate restoration.
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