
angels in america part two perestroika
angels in america part two perestroika is a critically acclaimed continuation of Tony
Kushner’s groundbreaking play that explores the complexities of identity, politics, and
human connection during the AIDS crisis in 1980s America. This second part of the two-
part play delves deeper into the characters’ struggles, blending realism with magical
realism to create a powerful narrative that challenges social norms and political
ideologies. Angels in America Part Two Perestroika continues to examine themes of loss,
hope, and transformation, set against the backdrop of Ronald Reagan’s America and the
emerging political shifts symbolized by the term “perestroika.” This article provides an in-
depth analysis of the play’s plot, characters, themes, and its cultural and historical
significance. The discussion also covers the critical reception and lasting impact of angels
in america part two perestroika on theatre and LGBTQ+ representation. Below is an
overview of the main sections covered in this article.

Plot Overview of Angels in America Part Two Perestroika

Main Characters and Their Development

Themes and Symbolism in Perestroika

Historical and Political Context

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Plot Overview of Angels in America Part Two
Perestroika
Angels in America Part Two Perestroika picks up where the first part, Millennium
Approaches, concludes, further exploring the intertwined lives of its characters during a
time of crisis and change. The plot continues to follow Prior Walter, a man living with
AIDS, as he confronts his deteriorating health and supernatural visitations. The narrative
also focuses on Joe Pitt, a Mormon lawyer struggling with his sexuality and marriage, as
well as Roy Cohn, a powerful and ruthless lawyer who faces his own mortality. The play’s
title, Perestroika, refers to the political reform movement in the Soviet Union, paralleling
the personal and societal transformations in the story.

Throughout the play, Kushner employs a mixture of realism, fantasy, and political
commentary, creating a rich tapestry that captures the emotional and social turmoil of the
era. The angel’s arrival in the second part symbolizes both divine intervention and the
chaos of change, challenging the characters’ beliefs and destinies.



Major Plot Events
The narrative arc of angels in america part two perestroika includes several pivotal
moments that drive the story forward:

Prior Walter’s confrontation with the angel and his acceptance of his illness.

Joe Pitt’s internal battle with his identity and his decision regarding his marriage to
Harper.

Roy Cohn’s struggle with AIDS and denial, alongside his manipulative tactics to
maintain power.

Harper Pitt’s exploration of mental illness and escapism through hallucinations.

The resolution of various character arcs, highlighting themes of redemption and
hope.

Main Characters and Their Development
The strength of angels in america part two perestroika lies significantly in its complex
characters who embody the social and political conflicts of the time. Each character
undergoes significant development, reflecting broader themes of identity, acceptance, and
resistance.

Prior Walter
Prior Walter is central to the narrative, representing vulnerability and resilience. His
battle with AIDS is portrayed with honesty and compassion, and his interactions with the
angel highlight his role as a prophetic figure. Prior’s journey is one of self-discovery and
spiritual awakening, making him a symbol of hope amidst suffering.

Joe Pitt
Joe is a conflicted character torn between his conservative upbringing and his emerging
sexual identity. His struggle with his Mormon faith and his marriage to Harper creates
intense personal conflict. Joe’s development throughout Perestroika is a poignant
exploration of denial, repression, and eventual acceptance.

Roy Cohn
Roy Cohn, based on the real-life lawyer, is portrayed as a complex antagonist who
embodies corruption, power, and denial. His refusal to admit his AIDS diagnosis and his
manipulation of those around him serve as a critique of political and social hypocrisy.



Cohn’s character adds a layer of political commentary to the play.

Harper Pitt
Harper’s experiences with mental illness and escapism through hallucinations provide a
nuanced look at psychological distress. Her relationship with Joe and her eventual path
toward self-awareness add emotional depth to the storyline.

Other Key Characters
Additional characters such as Belize, Hannah Pitt, and the Angel contribute to the
narrative’s richness, providing diverse perspectives and supporting the exploration of the
play’s themes.

Themes and Symbolism in Perestroika
Angels in America Part Two Perestroika is rich with themes and symbolism that resonate
on both personal and political levels. Kushner’s use of metaphor and allegory deepens the
audience’s understanding of the characters’ experiences and the broader societal issues
addressed.

Illness and Mortality
The AIDS crisis serves as a central theme, highlighting the fragility of life and the social
stigma attached to disease. Prior Walter’s illness is emblematic of the broader suffering
endured by the LGBTQ+ community during the 1980s.

Identity and Acceptance
The play explores the complexities of sexual identity, faith, and self-acceptance.
Characters wrestle with internal and external conflicts as they seek to reconcile their true
selves with societal expectations.

Political Critique
Perestroika critiques the political climate of Reagan-era America, addressing issues such
as homophobia, conservatism, and power dynamics. Roy Cohn’s character epitomizes the
corruption and denial prevalent in political systems.



Spirituality and Transformation
The angel’s visitation symbolizes divine intervention and upheaval, challenging characters
to confront change and embrace transformation. This spiritual dimension adds a mythic
quality to the play.

Key Symbolic Elements

The Angel: Represents both prophecy and disruption.

Perestroika: Symbolizes political reform and personal change.

Ghosts and Visions: Reflect past traumas and hidden truths.

Illness: A metaphor for societal neglect and fear.

Historical and Political Context
Understanding the historical and political backdrop of angels in america part two
perestroika is essential to appreciating its depth and significance. The play is set during
the 1980s, a period marked by the AIDS epidemic, conservative politics, and emerging
social movements.

The AIDS Crisis
The emergence of AIDS devastated the LGBTQ+ community and exposed widespread
discrimination and governmental neglect. The play humanizes this crisis by focusing on
individual stories and emotional realities.

Reagan-Era America
Ronald Reagan’s presidency was characterized by conservative policies and a reluctance
to address the AIDS epidemic, which is reflected in the play’s political commentary. The
title “Perestroika” alludes to the Soviet Union’s attempts at reform, paralleling the need
for change in American society.

LGBTQ+ Rights Movement
The play captures the tensions and hopes of the LGBTQ+ rights movement during this era,
portraying characters who embody resistance, solidarity, and the fight for recognition.



Impact of Perestroika
The political reforms in the Soviet Union inspired a sense of possibility and upheaval
globally, mirrored in the personal transformations of the characters within the play.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact
Since its debut, angels in america part two perestroika has been hailed as a landmark
work in American theater, lauded for its ambitious storytelling, complex characters, and
fearless engagement with difficult topics. It has won numerous awards and remains a vital
text for discussions on politics, identity, and art.

Awards and Honors
The play, as part of the larger Angels in America work, has received critical acclaim
including prestigious awards such as the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and multiple Tony
Awards. These accolades reflect its artistic excellence and cultural importance.

Influence on Theatre
Perestroika has influenced generations of playwrights and performers by demonstrating
how theater can address pressing social issues with nuance and creativity. Its blending of
realism and fantasy has expanded the possibilities of dramatic storytelling.

Representation and Legacy
The play’s honest portrayal of LGBTQ+ characters and the AIDS crisis helped advance
representation on stage, contributing to greater awareness and empathy. Its legacy
endures in contemporary discussions of identity, politics, and human rights.

Notable Productions

Original Broadway Production (1993)

Revival performances in multiple cities worldwide

Television adaptations that broadened its audience



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Angels in America Part
Two: Perestroika'?
The central theme of 'Perestroika' is the exploration of political and personal upheaval
during the AIDS crisis in 1980s America, focusing on identity, illness, and social change.

How does 'Perestroika' continue the story from Part
One, 'Millennium Approaches'?
'Perestroika' continues the narrative by delving deeper into the characters' struggles with
illness, relationships, and the socio-political landscape, while introducing supernatural
elements and further developing the play's complex structure.

Who are the main characters featured in 'Perestroika'?
Main characters include Prior Walter, Harper Pitt, Joe Pitt, Roy Cohn, Belize, and the
Angel, each representing different facets of the AIDS crisis and American society.

What role does the Angel play in 'Perestroika'?
The Angel acts as a divine messenger who visits Prior Walter, delivering a prophetic vision
and challenging him to embrace his role as a prophet amidst chaos and suffering.

How does Tony Kushner use 'Perestroika' to comment
on politics?
Kushner uses 'Perestroika' to critique Reagan-era policies, the government's neglect of
AIDS victims, and broader themes of power, corruption, and the need for social reform.

What is the significance of the title 'Perestroika' in the
context of the play?
The title 'Perestroika,' meaning restructuring, symbolizes the characters' personal
transformations and the broader socio-political changes occurring in America and the
Soviet Union during the 1980s.

How is the theme of identity explored in 'Perestroika'?
'Perestroika' explores identity through characters grappling with sexuality, illness, and
societal roles, highlighting the complexities of self-acceptance and authenticity.

What makes 'Angels in America: Perestroika' a



landmark work in American theater?
Its groundbreaking blend of realism and fantasy, its unflinching portrayal of AIDS and
LGBTQ+ issues, and its profound political and emotional depth have made 'Perestroika' a
seminal and influential work in American theater.

Additional Resources
1. Angels in America: Perestroika by Tony Kushner
This is the second part of Tony Kushner’s groundbreaking two-part play that explores
AIDS, politics, and identity in 1980s America. Perestroika continues the intertwining
stories of several characters grappling with personal and societal upheaval. The play
delves into themes of redemption, justice, and the possibility of transformation amidst
chaos.

2. Angels in America: Millennium Approaches by Tony Kushner
The first part of Kushner’s monumental work sets the stage for Perestroika, introducing
the characters and conflicts that drive the narrative. It confronts issues such as the
Reagan administration’s policies, the AIDS crisis, and the search for meaning in a
fractured society. This volume is essential for understanding the full scope of the story in
Perestroika.

3. The AIDS Quilt: Stories of Angels and America by Various Authors
This collection of essays and personal narratives reflects on the impact of the AIDS crisis
in America, much like the themes explored in Angels in America. It offers diverse
perspectives on loss, activism, and hope, providing a broader context for the struggles
depicted in Kushner’s play.

4. Queer America: A GLBT History of the 20th Century by Vito Russo
Vito Russo’s comprehensive history details the social and political battles faced by the
LGBTQ community during the 20th century. The book’s coverage of the AIDS epidemic
and gay rights activism complements the backdrop of Angels in America, offering readers
a deeper understanding of the cultural moment.

5. Capitalism and Gay Identity by Bruce Bawer
This book examines the intersection of economic systems and the development of gay
identity in America, a theme subtly woven into Angels in America. Bawer discusses how
capitalism shapes social attitudes and personal experiences, providing a critical
framework for analyzing the play’s subtext.

6. Stage Rights: The Politics of Performance in Angels in America by John Clum
An academic exploration of the political and theatrical elements of Kushner’s work, this
book dives into how Angels in America challenges conventional narratives and theatrical
forms. It offers insight into the play’s innovative use of allegory and symbolism,
particularly in Perestroika.

7. The History of AIDS: From Epidemic to Global Pandemic by Victoria A. Harden
This detailed history of the AIDS crisis contextualizes the medical and social realities
depicted in Angels in America. Harden’s work provides factual background on the
epidemic’s progression, helping readers grasp the urgency and fear present in the play.



8. Queer Theatre and the Legacy of Angels in America by Thomas H. Jenkins
This book analyzes how Angels in America influenced contemporary queer theatre and
opened doors for new narratives on stage. Jenkins discusses the cultural significance of
Perestroika and how it reshaped the representation of LGBTQ lives in dramatic arts.

9. American Dreams and Dystopias: Politics and Identity in the 1980s by Lisa Duggan
Duggan’s critical study explores the cultural and political landscape of 1980s America, the
era that forms the backdrop of Angels in America. Her examination of neoliberalism,
identity politics, and social movements enriches the understanding of the play’s themes
and characters.
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