animal farm written by george orwell

Animal Farm is a profound allegorical novella written by George Orwell, published in 1945.
Set on a farm where the animals revolt against their human farmer, the narrative serves as
a satirical commentary on the rise of totalitarianism and the corruption of socialist ideals.
This powerful piece of literature not only critiques the political landscape of its time but also
serves as a timeless reflection on the nature of power, governance, and human behavior.
Orwell’s sharp wit and keen observations make this work a critical examination of how
revolutions can betray their original ideals.

Background of the Author

George Orwell, born Eric Arthur Blair in 1903, was an English novelist, essayist, journalist,
and critic. His experiences in the Spanish Civil War and his disillusionment with the Soviet
Union greatly influenced his writing. Orwell’s concern for social justice and opposition to
totalitarianism are central themes in his works. His other notable works include "1984" and
"Homage to Catalonia," which further explore the dangers of oppressive governments and
the complexities of human nature.

Synopsis of Animal Farm

Animal Farm follows the story of a group of farm animals who, inspired by the vision of a
pig named Old Major, rise against their oppressive human owner, Mr. Jones. After
successfully overthrowing him, the animals establish their own governance, aiming to
create a society where all animals are equal. However, as the story unfolds, the pigs,
particularly Napoleon and Snowball, begin to consolidate power, leading to a betrayal of the
original revolutionary ideals.

Main Characters

1. Old Major: An elderly boar whose vision of a utopian society inspires the rebellion. He
represents Karl Marx and Vladimir Lenin.

2. Napoleon: A pig who becomes the leader after the revolution. He symbolizes Joseph
Stalin and represents the corrupting influence of power.

3. Snowball: Another pig who initially shares leadership with Napoleon but is eventually
ousted. He symbolizes Leon Trotsky.

4. Boxer: A hardworking horse who epitomizes the working class. His motto, “l will work
harder,” represents the exploited proletariat.

5. Squealer: A pig who serves as Napoleon’s spokesperson, manipulating language and
information to control the populace.



Plot Summary

The novella begins with Old Major’s speech, where he articulates the animals' grievances
against humans and outlines his vision for a society where animals can live free from
oppression. After his death, the animals, led by the pigs, revolt against Mr. Jones and
successfully take over the farm, renaming it Animal Farm.

Initially, the animals establish a set of commandments aimed at creating equality and
justice. However, tensions rise between Napoleon and Snowball over the direction of the
farm, particularly concerning the construction of a windmill, which symbolizes progress and
industrialization. Napoleon eventually uses force to expel Snowball, consolidating his
power.

As the pigs begin to enjoy privileges and privileges, the original commandments are subtly
altered to justify their actions. The most famous alteration is the commandment, “All
animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others,” which highlights the
hypocrisy of the new regime.

As time passes, the pigs become indistinguishable from the humans they initially
overthrew. The story culminates in a scene where the remaining animals realize they can
no longer distinguish between the pigs and the humans, symbolizing the complete betrayal
of the revolution.

Thematic Exploration

Animal Farm addresses several key themes that resonate beyond its immediate narrative.

Power and Corruption

One of the central themes of Animal Farm is the corrupting influence of power. Orwell
illustrates how those in power can manipulate language and ideology to maintain control.
The pigs, who initially advocate for equality, gradually adopt the oppressive habits of their
former human masters, demonstrating that power often leads to corruption and tyranny.

The Betrayal of Ideals

The novella serves as a cautionary tale about the betrayal of revolutionary ideals. The
animals’ struggle for equality is undermined by the pigs’ gradual assumption of power,
reflecting how revolutions can deviate from their original goals. Orwell warns that without
vigilance, the very principles that inspire change can be co-opted by those seeking personal
gain.



The Role of Language and Propaganda

Orwell also explores the significance of language as a tool for control. Squealer’s
manipulation of facts and statistics demonstrates how propaganda can distort reality and
keep the populace subdued. The alteration of the commandments serves as a powerful
reminder of how language can be weaponized to serve the interests of the powerful.

Class Struggle and Exploitation

The novella reflects the dynamics of class struggle, particularly through the character of
Boxer, who represents the working class. Despite his unwavering loyalty and hard work,
Boxer is ultimately betrayed by the very system he supports. His fate serves as a poighant
commentary on the exploitation of the proletariat by the ruling class.

Reception and Impact

Upon its publication, Animal Farm received mixed reactions. While some praised its incisive
critique of totalitarian regimes, others viewed it as a direct attack on the Soviet Union,
leading to its initial suppression in some countries. Over the years, however, the novella
has become a staple of political literature and is widely studied in schools and universities.

The impact of Animal Farm extends beyond literature, influencing political discourse and
activism. Its themes remain relevant in contemporary discussions about governance,
freedom, and the nature of power, serving as a reminder of the potential for corruption in
any political system.

Conclusion

Animal Farm is not merely a tale of farm animals; it is a powerful allegory that reflects the
complexities of human nature and the dynamics of power. George Orwell’s masterful
storytelling and profound insights invite readers to critically examine the structures of
authority and the potential for corruption inherent in all political systems. As a timeless
work, Animal Farm continues to resonate with audiences today, urging us to remain vigilant
against the forces that threaten equality and justice in society. Through its exploration of
power, language, and the betrayal of ideals, Animal Farm stands as a cautionary tale,
reminding us of the importance of integrity, awareness, and the pursuit of genuine equality.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary theme of 'Animal Farm'?

The primary theme of 'Animal Farm' is the critique of totalitarianism and the corrupting
influence of power, showcasing how revolutionary ideals can be betrayed.

Who are the main characters in 'Animal Farm' and what
do they represent?

Key characters include Napoleon (representing Joseph Stalin), Snowball (representing Leon
Trotsky), and Boxer (symbolizing the working class), each embodying different aspects of
the Russian Revolution and its aftermath.

How does '‘Animal Farm' illustrate the concept of
propaganda?
The novel illustrates propaganda through the character of Squealer, who manipulates

language and information to control the perceptions of the other animals, demonstrating
how those in power can distort truth to maintain authority.

What role does the setting play in 'Animal Farm'?

The setting, a farm, serves as a microcosm of society, allowing Orwell to explore broader
political themes while presenting a relatable context for the animals' struggles and
transformations.

How does George Orwell use allegory in 'Animal Farm'?

Orwell uses allegory by representing real historical figures and events through the actions
and characteristics of the animals, making complex political ideas accessible and
illustrating the dangers of unchecked power.

What is the significance of the Seven Commandments in
'Animal Farm'?

The Seven Commandments initially serve as the foundation for Animalism, representing
equality and freedom; however, they are gradually altered by the pigs, highlighting the
theme of how ideals can be corrupted.

What does Boxer's motto, 'l will work harder,' symbolize
in the context of the story?

Boxer's motto symbolizes the blind loyalty and hard work of the proletariat, reflecting how
the working class is exploited by those in power, as he remains committed to the revolution
even as it betrays him.



How does 'Animal Farm' end, and what does this
signify?
The novel ends with the pigs becoming indistinguishable from humans, signifying the

complete betrayal of the revolution and the cyclical nature of oppression, where the new
leaders become just as tyrannical as the ones they replaced.

What is the role of fear and violence in maintaining
control on the farm?

Fear and violence are crucial for maintaining control, exemplified by Napoleon's use of the
dogs to intimidate and eliminate opposition, showing how authoritarian regimes often rely
on terror to enforce compliance.
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