
ap us history period 2

ap us history period 2 covers a critical era in American colonial development from approximately 1607

to 1754. This period is marked by the establishment and expansion of English colonies along the

eastern seaboard of North America, evolving economic systems, complex interactions with Native

American populations, and the emergence of distinctive colonial societies. Key themes include the

growth of plantation economies, religious and cultural diversity, the development of political institutions,

and early conflicts that foreshadowed later revolutionary movements. Understanding ap us history

period 2 is essential for grasping the foundations of American identity and the socioeconomic

dynamics that shaped the future United States. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the

major events, trends, and legacies of this formative period. The following sections will guide you

through the settlement patterns, colonial economies, social structures, and political developments that

define ap us history period 2.
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Colonial Foundations and Settlement Patterns

The era defined by ap us history period 2 witnessed significant expansion and diversification of English

colonies. The initial settlements, such as Jamestown in 1607, laid the groundwork for a series of

colonies that varied greatly in geography, climate, and demographics. The Chesapeake region, New

England, and the Middle Colonies each developed distinct characteristics influenced by their settlers’

origins, motivations, and environmental conditions. This period saw the transition from exploratory

outposts to permanent settlements with growing populations and infrastructures.

Chesapeake Colonies

The Chesapeake colonies, primarily Virginia and Maryland, were characterized by their reliance on

tobacco cultivation. Settlers faced high mortality rates due to disease and harsh conditions, leading to

a predominance of male settlers initially. The introduction of the headright system encouraged the

importation of indentured servants to support labor-intensive agriculture. These colonies established

plantation economies that would have lasting social and economic implications.

New England Colonies

New England colonies, including Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, and Connecticut, were founded largely

for religious reasons. Puritan settlers sought to create communities grounded in their religious beliefs,

leading to tight-knit, family-oriented societies. The region’s colder climate and rocky soil limited large-

scale agriculture, encouraging diversified economies based on small-scale farming, fishing, and trade.

Middle Colonies

The Middle Colonies, such as New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, were noted for their cultural

diversity and religious tolerance. These colonies attracted settlers from various European backgrounds,

including Dutch, German, and Swedish immigrants. Fertile soil supported robust farming, and port

cities facilitated commerce, making the Middle Colonies economic and social crossroads.



Economic Systems and Labor in the Colonies

The economic landscape of ap us history period 2 was shaped by diverse systems that reflected

regional variations and global market demands. Agriculture dominated, but the nature of production

and labor differed significantly among regions. The period also saw the entrenchment of systems like

indentured servitude and the rise of African slavery, which would profoundly affect colonial societies

and economies.

Plantation Economy and Cash Crops

The Southern and Chesapeake colonies depended heavily on plantation agriculture, growing cash

crops such as tobacco, rice, and indigo for export. These labor-intensive crops necessitated a large

workforce, initially supplied by indentured servants and increasingly by enslaved Africans. The

plantation economy reinforced social hierarchies and established patterns of wealth and power that

shaped the region’s development.

Indentured Servitude and Slavery

Indentured servitude was a common labor system in the early colonial period, where poor Europeans

exchanged several years of labor for passage to the New World. Over time, as the demand for labor

grew and conditions in Europe improved, planters turned increasingly to African slavery. The

transatlantic slave trade expanded during period 2, institutionalizing chattel slavery and racialized

social structures in the colonies.

Trade and Mercantilism

Colonial economies were integrated into the broader mercantilist system controlled by England.

Colonies supplied raw materials and agricultural products to the mother country and purchased

manufactured goods in return. Trade restrictions, such as the Navigation Acts, sought to regulate and

benefit English economic interests. Despite these regulations, colonial merchants often engaged in



smuggling and illicit trade to maximize profits.

Social and Cultural Developments

The social fabric of the colonies evolved considerably during ap us history period 2, shaped by

immigration, religion, family structures, and cultural exchanges. Diverse populations created complex

societies with varying degrees of tolerance and conflict. Religious movements and demographic shifts

influenced social norms and community life.

Religious Diversity and Movements

Religion played a central role in shaping colonial identities. While New England was dominated by

Puritanism, other regions exhibited greater religious pluralism, including Quakers in Pennsylvania,

Catholics in Maryland, and Anglicans in the South. The Great Awakening, a religious revival movement

beginning in the 1730s, challenged established churches and promoted emotional, individualistic faith,

influencing social and political attitudes.

Family and Gender Roles

Colonial society was patriarchal, with distinct roles for men and women. Men typically held legal

authority and economic power, while women managed households and child-rearing. Family structures

varied by region but were generally central to social organization. Marriage, inheritance, and

community expectations governed personal and social relationships.

Cultural Interactions and Diversity

The colonies were home to a mix of European ethnic groups, Native Americans, and Africans. These

interactions produced cultural exchanges but also tensions and conflicts. Enslaved Africans maintained

cultural traditions that influenced colonial culture, while Native American societies resisted



displacement and sought alliances with various colonial powers.

Political Institutions and Colonial Governance

Political development during ap us history period 2 laid the groundwork for later revolutionary ideas.

Colonies developed varying forms of government, often influenced by English legal traditions and local

circumstances. Self-governance, legislative assemblies, and colonial charters fostered political

participation among colonists, though power remained limited to certain groups.

Colonial Charters and Governments

Colonial charters defined the legal status and governance structures of colonies. Royal, proprietary,

and charter colonies each had different relationships with the English crown. Assemblies composed of

elected representatives gained increasing authority, managing local affairs and taxation, which fostered

a sense of political autonomy.

Development of Representative Institutions

Representative government emerged as a key feature of colonial political life. Institutions such as the

Virginia House of Burgesses and New England town meetings allowed colonists to participate in

decision-making. These bodies negotiated power with governors appointed by the crown, often leading

to conflicts over authority and governance.

Colonial Legal Systems

Colonial courts and legal codes reflected English common law but adapted to local contexts. Laws

regulated property, labor, religion, and social behavior. The legal system also enforced racial and class

hierarchies, particularly through codes governing slavery and servitude.



Relations with Native Americans

Interactions between European colonists and Native American peoples were complex and often

contentious during ap us history period 2. Initial cooperation and trade frequently gave way to

competition, conflict, and displacement as colonies expanded. Native strategies ranged from resistance

to accommodation in response to colonial pressures.

Trade and Alliances

Early relations involved mutual trade, with Native Americans providing furs and knowledge of the land

in exchange for European goods. Alliances were forged for military and economic purposes, with

Native groups aligning with different colonial powers to protect their interests.

Conflict and Displacement

As colonial populations grew, competition for land intensified, leading to violent confrontations such as

the Pequot War and King Philip’s War in New England. These conflicts resulted in significant Native

American casualties and loss of territory, accelerating colonial expansion at the expense of indigenous

peoples.

Impact on Native Societies

European diseases, warfare, and displacement devastated Native populations. The disruption of

traditional ways of life forced many groups to migrate, adapt, or assimilate. Despite these challenges,

Native Americans maintained cultural resilience and continued to influence colonial dynamics.



Conflicts and Wars in Period 2

Ap us history period 2 encompasses a series of conflicts that shaped colonial development and

foreshadowed broader imperial struggles. These wars involved colonial powers competing for territory

and influence in North America and contributed to the evolving identities of the colonists.

European Rivalries in North America

Colonial conflicts often mirrored European wars, including the Anglo-French rivalry that played out in

the Americas. Control over trade routes, resources, and alliances with Native groups heightened

tensions among English, French, and Spanish colonies.

King William’s War and Queen Anne’s War

These early 18th-century conflicts were extensions of European wars, involving raids and battles

between English and French colonists, along with their respective Native allies. The wars disrupted

colonial life and shifted territorial control in contested regions.

Prelude to the French and Indian War

By the mid-18th century, competition for the Ohio Valley and other frontier areas escalated, setting the

stage for the French and Indian War (1754–1763). This conflict, part of the larger Seven Years’ War,

would decisively alter the balance of power in North America and impact colonial attitudes toward

British authority.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What years does AP US History Period 2 cover?

AP US History Period 2 covers the years 1607 to 1754, focusing on the early English colonies and

interactions in North America.

What were the main characteristics of English colonial society in

Period 2?

English colonial society was characterized by the development of distinct regional economies, social

hierarchies, reliance on indentured servitude and slavery, and the establishment of representative

government institutions.

How did the Atlantic slave trade impact the American colonies during

Period 2?

The Atlantic slave trade led to the increased importation of African slaves, which became integral to

the labor systems in the Southern colonies, especially in plantation economies growing cash crops like

tobacco and rice.



What role did religion play in the colonies during Period 2?

Religion significantly influenced colonial life, with Puritanism dominating New England, the

establishment of the Anglican Church in the South, and the emergence of religious tolerance and

diversity in some colonies.

How did European rivalries affect North America in Period 2?

European rivalries, particularly between England, France, and Spain, led to conflicts over territory and

trade in North America, shaping colonial alliances with Native Americans and influencing settlement

patterns.

What were the key features of colonial governments during Period 2?

Colonial governments typically included elected assemblies, governors appointed by the crown or

proprietors, and laws that reflected English legal traditions, though there was variation between

colonies.

How did Native American societies interact with European colonists in

Period 2?

Native American societies engaged in trade, formed alliances, and sometimes fought with European

colonists. Their populations and ways of life were significantly affected by disease, warfare, and

displacement during this period.

Additional Resources

1. Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789-1815

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the United States during the early years of the

republic, focusing on political, social, and economic developments. It covers key events such as the

formation of the Constitution, the rise of political parties, and the impact of the War of 1812. The

author explores how the ideals of liberty shaped the young nation’s identity.



2. Colonial America: A History, 1607-1776

This text delves into the establishment and growth of the thirteen colonies, examining the diverse

cultures, economies, and political structures that emerged. It highlights the interactions between

European settlers, Native Americans, and African slaves. The book also discusses the causes and

effects of colonial resistance leading up to the American Revolution.

3. American Colonies: The Settling of North America

A detailed narrative about the colonization process in North America by various European powers. The

author discusses the motivations for settlement, the challenges faced by colonists, and the resulting

cultural exchanges and conflicts. This book is essential for understanding the origins of the American

colonial experience.

4. Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation

This Pulitzer Prize-winning book explores the lives and interactions of key American leaders during the

revolutionary era. It provides insight into how their relationships shaped the political foundations of the

new nation. The narrative gives a human dimension to the historical events of the late 18th century.

5. The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789

An authoritative account of the American Revolution, this book covers the period from the end of the

French and Indian War to the ratification of the Constitution. It examines military campaigns, political

debates, and social changes that influenced the revolution's outcome. The author also addresses the

war’s impact on various groups including women and Native Americans.

6. A People’s History of the American Revolution

This book presents the American Revolution from the perspective of ordinary people rather than

political elites. It highlights the roles of women, enslaved Africans, Native Americans, and working-

class colonists. The narrative challenges traditional interpretations by emphasizing grassroots

movements and social upheaval.

7. The American Colonies in the Eighteenth Century

Focusing on the 1700s, this book details the economic growth, cultural developments, and political



tensions within the American colonies. It explores the rise of colonial assemblies, religious diversity,

and the influence of the Enlightenment. The book sets the stage for understanding the revolutionary

period.

8. Liberty’s Exiles: American Loyalists in the Revolutionary World

This work examines the experiences of American Loyalists who remained faithful to the British Crown

during the Revolution. It discusses their social, political, and economic struggles and their eventual

exile to other parts of the British Empire. The book provides a nuanced view of loyalty and identity

during the conflict.

9. Colonial Lives: Documents on American Colonial History, 1600-1776

A collection of primary source documents that offer firsthand perspectives on life in the American

colonies. These documents include letters, official records, and personal narratives that illuminate

various aspects of colonial society. This resource is invaluable for understanding the complexities of

colonial life and governance.
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