ariel the little mermaid and eric

Ariel the Little Mermaid and Eric are iconic characters from Disney's animated classic, "The Little
Mermaid." This timeless story, inspired by Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy tale, captures the hearts of
audiences with its themes of love, adventure, and self-discovery. Ariel, a spirited mermaid princess, longs
to explore the world above the sea, while Prince Eric, a charming human, is on a quest for true love. Their
intertwining destinies lead to a tale filled with enchantment and emotional depth, making their

relationship one of the most beloved in Disney history.

The Enchantment of Ariel and Eric’s Love Story

Ariel and Eric’s romance is a central element of "The Little Mermaid," showcasing a unique love that
transcends the boundaries of their two worlds. Their relationship begins with a chance encounter, leading

to a series of events that highlight the power of love and sacrifice.

Ariel: The Dreamer

Ariel, voiced by Jodi Benson, is a young mermaid princess who is curious about the human world. Here

are key aspects of her character:

1. Curiosity and Adventure: Ariel's desire to explore the human world is driven by her fascination with
humanity. She collects human artifacts and dreams of experiencing life beyond the sea.

2. Rebellion: As the youngest daughter of King Triton, Ariel often rebels against her father's strict rules,
emphasizing her longing for independence and adventure.

3. Determination: Ariel is determined to pursue her dreams, even if it means making a deal with the sea

witch Ursula. Her bravery illustrates her willingness to sacrifice for love and her desires.

Eric: The Charming Prince

Prince Eric, voiced by Christopher Daniel Barnes, is introduced as a dashing and adventurous character. His

traits include:

1. Heroic Qualities: Eric is depicted as a noble and brave prince who is dedicated to protecting his kingdom
and those he loves.

2. Romantic Ideal: He embodies the ideal of a romantic hero, searching for his true love, which he believes
he has found in Ariel.

3. Connection with Nature: Eric’s love for the sea and adventure mirrors Ariel’s curiosity and longing for



the other world, making them kindred spirits.

Their First Encounter: A Spark of Connection

Ariel and Eric’s relationship begins with a fateful shipwreck. As Ariel saves Eric from drowning, their

connection is immediate and profound. This moment is pivotal in several ways:

- Symbol of Sacrifice: Ariel risks her own safety to save Eric, showcasing her selflessness and the depth of
her feelings.

- Love at First Sight: Although they do not speak, their brief interaction establishes a deep bond,
highlighting the magical nature of their love.

- Ariel’s Transformation: This encounter inspires Ariel to seek a way to become human, setting the stage

for her transformative journey.

The Deal with Ursula

In her quest to win Prince Eric's heart, Ariel makes a desperate deal with the sea witch Ursula. This

decision is crucial to the plot and raises several themes:

The Consequences of Desire

1. Loss of Voice: Ariel trades her voice for legs, demonstrating the sacrifices she is willing to make for love.
This choice also symbolizes the challenges of communication in relationships.

2. Ursula's Manipulation: Ursula represents the darker side of desire and ambition, using Ariel's dreams
against her. This relationship serves as a reminder of the potential pitfalls in pursuing one's ambitions

without caution.

The Journey of Self-Discovery

- Finding One’s Voice: Throughout the story, Ariel learns that true love is not merely about sacrifice but
also about being true to oneself. Her journey is not just about becoming human but also about understanding
her identity.

- Empowerment: Ariel's transition from a voiceless mermaid to an empowered individual who ultimately

regains her voice signifies personal growth and the importance of self-advocacy in relationships.



The Climax: Love Conquers All

As the story unfolds, Ariel and Eric’s love faces numerous challenges, ultimately culminating in a dramatic

climax. Key moments include:

1. The Revelation of Ursula's Plan: Eric discovers Ursula's true intentions to use Ariel’s voice for her gain,
leading to a confrontation between good and evil.

2. Ariel's Transformation: With the help of her friends, Ariel fights to reclaim her voice and her identity,
showcasing the strength of her character.

3. A Heroic Rescue: Eric’s bravery shines through when he confronts Ursula, demonstrating that love often

requires courage and sacrifice.

The Resolution: A New Beginning

The conclusion of "The Little Mermaid" brings Ariel and Eric’s love story to a satisfying resolution. Several

key elements highlight their journey:

The Triumph of True Love

- Breaking the Spell: Ariel’s ultimate victory over Ursula restores her voice and solidifies her relationship
with Eric.
- Acceptance of Differences: Their love transcends the barriers of their worlds, symbolizing hope and unity

despite differences.

The Celebration of Love and Family

- A Royal Wedding: The film concludes with Ariel and Eric’s wedding, celebrating their journey and the
merging of their worlds.
- Ariel’s Growth: Ariel's transformation from a curious mermaid to a confident princess illustrates the

importance of growth and self-discovery in relationships.

The Legacy of Ariel and Eric

Ariel and Eric’s story has left an indelible mark on popular culture and continues to resonate with

audiences today. Several factors contribute to their enduring legacy:



1. Cultural Impact: "The Little Mermaid" has inspired numerous adaptations, merchandise, and theme park
attractions, solidifying Ariel and Eric as cultural icons.

2. Themes of Empowerment: Their story emphasizes themes of empowerment, love, and the importance
of being true to oneself, which resonate with audiences of all ages.

3. Timeless Appeal: The combination of romance, adventure, and self-discovery ensures that Ariel and

Eric’s love story remains a timeless tale that continues to captivate new generations.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Ariel the Little Mermaid and Eric represent a love story that transcends the ordinary,
embodying the themes of sacrifice, self-discovery, and the power of true love. Their journey from the
depths of the ocean to the shores of a new life highlights the beauty and complexity of love, making "The
Little Mermaid" a cherished classic. As audiences continue to fall in love with Ariel and Eric, their story

remains a testament to the magic of dreams and the power of love to overcome any obstacle.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main conflict between Ariel and Eric in 'The Little
Mermaid'?

The main conflict arises from Ariel's desire to be part of the human world and her love for Eric, while

being restricted by her father's commands and the consequences of making a deal with Ursula.

How does Ariel first meet Prince Eric?

Ariel first meets Prince Eric during a storm when his ship is wrecked. She saves him from drowning and

falls in love with him at first sight.

What does Ariel give up to be with Eric?

Ariel gives up her voice to Ursula in exchange for legs so she can live on land and pursue her love for Eric.

What role does Eric play in Ariel's transformation throughout the story?

Eric serves as the catalyst for Ariel's transformation, motivating her to explore her identity and desires

beyond the sea, leading to her ultimate journey of self-discovery.



How does Eric first react to Ariel when he sees her on land?

When Eric first sees Ariel on land, he is captivated by her beauty but is confused and intrigued by her
inability to speak.

What is the significance of Ariel's voice in her relationship with Eric?

Ariel's voice is significant as it represents her true self and her connection to Eric; losing her voice creates

tension and challenges their relationship.

How does Ursula manipulate Ariel's relationship with Eric?

Ursula manipulates Ariel's relationship with Eric by using Ariel's voice to enchant him, making him fall in

love with her (disguised as Vanessa) instead of Ariel.

‘What does Eric do to ultimately save Ariel from Ursula?

Eric battles Ursula in her giant form and uses a ship's prow to defeat her, ultimately saving Ariel and

restoring peace.

How does Ariel's relationship with Eric end in the original animated
film?

In the original animated film, Ariel and Eric's relationship ends happily with their marriage, symbolizing

Ariel's successful transition to the human world.

What themes are explored through Ariel and Eric's relationship?

Themes of love, sacrifice, identity, and the clash between different worlds are explored through Ariel and

Eric's relationship, highlighting the importance of understanding and acceptance.
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