at the back of the northwind

At the Back of the North Wind is a classic children's novel written by George
MacDonald, first published in 1871. This enchanting story explores themes of adventure,
imagination, and the eternal battle between good and evil. It takes readers on a
mesmerizing journey through a fantastical landscape, showcasing the power of love and
the importance of believing in the extraordinary. In this article, we will delve into the story's
plot, characters, themes, and its lasting impact on literature, particularly in the realm of
children's fantasy.

Overview of the Plot

The story follows a young boy named Diamond, who lives with his working-class family in
Victorian London. He possesses a vivid imagination and a strong sense of empathy, which
sets the stage for his extraordinary adventures. One night, as he falls asleep, he encounters
the North Wind, a mystical being who takes him on a journey that transcends the ordinary
world.

The Journey with the North Wind

Diamond's adventures with the North Wind lead him to various fantastical realms, where he
meets a host of intriguing characters. These experiences teach him valuable lessons about
kindness, sacrifice, and the nature of reality. Some key events during their journey include:

* The Land of the North Wind: Diamond is introduced to a beautiful, icy realm where
he learns about the power of nature and the importance of understanding one's
emotions.

e Meeting the Princess: In another realm, Diamond befriends a princess who is
trapped in a state of sadness. His compassion and bravery inspire her to find joy
again.

e The Return to Reality: As Diamond's adventures continue, he learns that his

experiences are not just dreams, but a reflection of his inner journey and personal
growth.

Character Analysis

The characters in "At the Back of the North Wind" are richly developed, each contributing to
Diamond's understanding of the world and himself.



Diamond

Diamond is the protagonist, embodying innocence, purity, and a deep connection to nature.
His interactions with the North Wind and other characters reveal his ability to empathize
and his desire to help those in need.

The North Wind

The North Wind is both a guide and a teacher for Diamond. She personifies the raw power
of nature, representing both beauty and danger. Throughout the story, she challenges
Diamond to confront his fears and embrace his emotions.

Supporting Characters

Key supporting characters include:

- The Princess: A figure of beauty and sadness, she represents lost joy and the need for
healing. Her relationship with Diamond illustrates the transformative power of love and
friendship.

- Diamond's Parents: They provide a glimpse into the struggles of working-class life in
Victorian England, grounding the fantastical elements of the story in reality.

Themes Explored in the Novel

"At the Back of the North Wind" is rich with themes that resonate with readers of all ages.

The Power of Imagination

One of the most prominent themes is the power of imagination. Diamond's ability to
envision fantastical worlds serves as a reminder that imagination can provide solace and
escape from the hardships of life. MacDonald emphasizes that imagination is not merely a
childish pastime but a vital part of human experience.

The Nature of Good and Evil

The novel also explores the duality of good and evil. Through Diamond's encounters,
readers witness the struggle between these forces, which reflects the complexities of
human nature. MacDonald encourages readers to recognize that both good and evil exist
within everyone and that personal choices define one's character.



The Importance of Kindness and Empathy

Throughout his journey, Diamond's kindness and empathy lead to healing and
transformation, underscoring the importance of these virtues. The relationships he builds
with others highlight the impact of compassion in overcoming despair and darkness.

Literary Significance

"At the Back of the North Wind" is often regarded as a precursor to modern fantasy
literature. George MacDonald’s imaginative storytelling and rich symbolism have influenced
many authors, including C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien.

Influence on Fantasy Literature

MacDonald's ability to blend the fantastical with the everyday has paved the way for future
generations of writers. His emphasis on moral lessons wrapped in enchanting narratives
has become a hallmark of children's fantasy literature.

Enduring Legacy

Despite being over a century old, "At the Back of the North Wind" continues to resonate
with readers today. Its themes of love, adventure, and the power of imagination make it a
timeless classic. The novel has been adapted into various media, including stage
productions and animated films, further solidifying its place in literary history.

Conclusion

At the Back of the North Wind remains a captivating tale that invites readers to explore
the depths of their imagination and the complexities of human emotion. Through the eyes
of Diamond, we are reminded of the beauty of kindness and the transformative power of
adventure. As we journey alongside him and the North Wind, we are encouraged to
embrace our own journeys, recognizing that the extraordinary often lies just beyond the
borders of our everyday lives. Whether you are a child or an adult, this novel offers valuable
lessons that continue to inspire and enchant.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'At the Back of the North
Wind'?

The main theme of 'At the Back of the North Wind' is the exploration of the boundary
between reality and fantasy, as well as the concepts of love, sacrifice, and the nature of
good and evil.

Who is the author of 'At the Back of the North Wind'?

The author of 'At the Back of the North Wind' is George MacDonald, a Scottish author
known for his contributions to children's literature and fantasy.

Who are the central characters in 'At the Back of the
North Wind'?

The central characters include Diamond, a young boy, and the North Wind, a mystical and
enigmatic figure who guides and challenges him throughout his journey.

What role does the North Wind play in the story?

The North Wind serves as a guide and mentor to Diamond, leading him on adventures that
teach him important life lessons and help him understand the nature of love and
compassion.

Is 'At the Back of the North Wind' suitable for children?

Yes, 'At the Back of the North Wind' is suitable for children, though it contains deep themes
and complex ideas that can also resonate with adult readers.

What literary techniques does George MacDonald use in
the book?

George MacDonald employs rich imagery, allegory, and symbolism throughout 'At the Back
of the North Wind' to convey deeper meanings and emotional depth.

How does the story reflect Victorian values?

The story reflects Victorian values through its emphasis on morality, the importance of
kindness, and the belief in the transformative power of love and sacrifice.

What is the significance of dreams in 'At the Back of the
North Wind'?

Dreams in 'At the Back of the North Wind' signify the interplay between imagination and
reality, serving as a vehicle for Diamond's growth and understanding of his world.



Has 'At the Back of the North Wind' influenced modern
fantasy literature?

Yes, 'At the Back of the North Wind' has influenced modern fantasy literature, impacting
authors like C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, who drew inspiration from MacDonald's blending
of fantasy and moral exploration.
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