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THE QUESTION OF WHETHER MIRACULOUS GIFTS ARE STILL ACTIVE IN THE CHURCH TODAY HAS BEEN A TOPIC OF HEATED DEBATE
AMONG THEOLOGIANS, PASTORS, AND CONGREGANTS ALIKE. ONE OF THE SIGNIFICANT VOICES IN THIS CONVERSATION IS W/ AYNE
A. GRUDEM, A RESPECTED THEOLOGIAN AND AUTHOR KNOWN FOR HIS EXTENSIVE WORK IN SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY,
PARTICULARLY IN THE REALM OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS. GRUDEM'S POSITION ON MIRACULOUS GIFTS, WHICH INCLUDE PROPHECY,
SPEAKING IN TONGUES, AND HEALING, HAS SPARKED BOTH SUPPORT AND OPPOSITION WITHIN CHRISTIAN CIRCLES. THIS ARTICLE
WILL EXPLORE GRUDEM'S ARGUMENTS, EXAMINE VARIOUS PERSPECTIVES ON MIRACULOUS GIFTS, AND PROVIDE INSIGHT INTO
THEIR RELEVANCE IN CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIANITY.

UNDERSTANDING MIRACULOUS GIFTS

MIRACULOUS GIFTS, OF TEN REFERRED TO AS CHARISMATA, ARE SPECIAL ABILITIES GIVEN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BELIEVERS FOR
THE EDIFICATION OF THE CHURCH AND THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL. THE NEw TESTAMENT PROVIDES VARIOUS LISTS OF
THESE GIFTS, NOTABLY IN PASSAGES SUCH AS 1 CORINTHIANS 12, ROMANS 12, AND EPHESIANS 4. SOME OF THE KEY
MIRACULOUS GIFTS INCLUDE:

1. HEALING: THE ABILITY TO RESTORE HEALTH SUPERNATURALLY.

2. PROPHECY: THE CAPACITY TO RECEIVE AND COMMUNICATE DIVINE MESSAGES.

3. SPEAKING IN TONGUES: THE ABILITY TO SPEAK IN LANGUAGES NOT KNOWN TO THE SPEAKER.
4. INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES: THE ABILITY TO INTERPRET MESSAGES SPOKEN IN TONGUES.

WHILE SOME CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS BELIEVE THAT THESE GIFTS CEASED AFTER THE APOSTOLIC AGE (A VIEW KNOWN AS
CESSATIONISM), OTHERS ARGUE THAT THEY CONTINUE TO BE RELEVANT AND ACTIVE TODAY (KNO\X/N AS CONTINUATIONISM).

W AYNE A. GRUDEM’s VIEW oN MIRACULOUS GIFTS

W/ AYNE A. GRUDEM IS ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT ADVOCATES OF CONTINUATIONISM. His Book, “THE GIFT oF PROPHECY IN
THE NEw TESTAMENT AND TODAY,” ALONG WITH HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO “SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY,” LAYS OUT A
COMPREHENSIVE BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATION FOR BELIEVING THAT MIRACULOUS GIFTS ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO
CHRISTIANS TODAY.

BisLICAL SUPPORT FOR CONTINUATIONISM

GRUDEM ASSERTS THAT THE EVIDENCE IN SCRIPTURE SUPPORTS THE ONGOING PRESENCE OF MIRACULOUS GIFTS. HE EMPHASIZES
SEVERAL POINTS:

1. New TESTAMENT EXAMPLES: GRUDEM POINTS TO THE MANY INSTANCES OF MIRACULOUS GIFTS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT,
PARTICULARLY IN THE EARLY CHURCH. HE ARGUES THAT THESE GIFTS WERE NOT LIMITED TO THE APOSTLES BUT WERE ALSO
PRESENT AMONG OTHER BELIEVERS (E.G., ACTS 2:17-18).

2. THE NATURE OF THE HoLY SPIRIT: HE EMPHASIZES THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE SAME TODAY AS HE WAS IN THE FIRST
CENTURY. IF MIRACULOUS GIFTS WERE PART OF THE SPIRIT'S WORK THEN, THEY SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE PART OF HIS WORK

TODAY.

3. THE PurPOSE oF GIFTS: GRUDEM NOTES THAT THE PURPOSE OF GIFTS IS TO BUILD UP THE CHURCH (] CORINTHIANS
14:1 2) SINCE THE CHURCH STILL EXISTS AND NEEDS EDIFICATION, THE GIFTS SHOULD ALSO BE PRESENT.

4. APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY: HE ARGUES THAT THE APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY, WHICH INCLUDED THE OPERATION OF MIRACULOUS



GIFTS, WAS NOT INTENDED TO END WITH THE APOSTLES. |NSTEAD, THE CHURCH HAS BEEN EMPOWERED TO CONTINUE THIS \WORK.

CoMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ADDRESSED

IN HIS WRITINGS, GRUDEM ADDRESSES SEVERAL COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS THAT ARISE IN THE DISCUSSION OF MIRACULOUS
GIFTS:

- CESSATIONISM: MANY PROPONENTS OF CESSATIONISM ARGUE THAT THE MIRACULOUS GIFTS CEASED WITH THE COMPLETION OF
THE NEW TESTAMENT CANON. GRUDEM COUNTERS THIS BY SUGGESTING THAT THE GIFTS WERE NOT SOLELY TIED TO THE
APOSTOLIC ERA BUT WERE MEANT FOR THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE AGES.

- ABUSE oOF GIFTS: CRITICS OFTEN CITE INSTANCES WHERE MIRACULOUS GIFTS HAVE BEEN MISUSED OR ABUSED. GRUDEM
ACKNOWLEDGES THESE ABUSES BUT MAINTAINS THAT THEY DO NOT NEGATE THE GENUINE PRESENCE OF THESE GIFTS IN THE
CHURCH.

- EMOTIONALISM: SOME FEAR THAT THE PRACTICE OF MIRACULOUS GIFTS LEADS TO EMOTIONALISM OR DISORDER IN \WORSHIP.

GGRUDEM EMPHASIZES THAT THE PROPER EXERCISE OF THESE GIFTS SHOULD BE DONE IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH BIBLICAL
TEACHING AND WITH A SPIRIT OF ORDER AND LOVE (1 CoriNTHIANS 14:40).

THE IMPORTANCE oF MIRACULOUS GIFTS TODAY

GRUDEM ARGUES THAT MIRACULOUS GIFTS HOLD SIGNIFICANT IMPORTANCE FOR THE CONTEMPORARY CHURCH FOR SEVERAL
REASONS:

1. SPIRITUAL EMPOWERMENT: MIRACULOUS GIFTS PROVIDE BELIEVERS WITH THE EMPOWERMENT NEEDED TO FULFILL THEIR GOD-
GIVEN MISSIONS. THEY ENABLE INDIVIDUALS TO SERVE EFFECTIVELY AND MINISTER TO THOSE IN NEED.

2. WITNESS TO THE W ORLD: THE OPERATION OF MIRACULOUS GIFTS SERVES AS A POWERFUL TESTIMONY TO NON-BELIEVERS.
SIGNS AND WONDERS CAN LEAD TO GREATER OPENNESS TO THE GOSPEL MESSAGE.

3. CoMMUNITY AND UNITY: THE EXERCISE OF THESE GIFTS FOSTERS A SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND UNITY WITHIN THE CHURCH.
\W/HEN BELIEVERS SHARE THEIR GIFTS, IT ENCOURAGES COLLABORATION AND STRENGTHENS RELATIONSHIPS.

4. INTIMACY WITH GOD: ENGAGING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH MIRACULOUS GIFTS DEEPENS BELIEVERS' RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD. |T CULTIVATES A SENSE OF DEPENDENCE ON HIM AND CREATES OPPORTUNITIES FOR DIVINE ENCOUNTERS.

CHALLENGES TO THE CONTINUATIONIST VIEW

WHILE GRUDEM'S PERSPECTIVE HAS GARNERED SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT, IT IS NOT WITHOUT ITS CHALLENGES. CRITICS OF
CONTINUATIONISM OFTEN RAISE THE FOLLOWING POINTS!

1. BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION: SOME ARGUE THAT THE INTERPRETATION OF KEY BIBLICAL PASSAGES SUPPORTING MIRACULOUS
GIFTS IS FLAWED. THEY MAY CLAIM THAT THE GIFTS WERE SPECIFIC TO THE EARLY CHURCH CONTEXT AND NOT INTENDED FOR
ALL GENERATIONS.

2. HisToricAL EviDeEncE: CRITICS MAY ALSO POINT TO HISTORICAL EVIDENCE SUGGESTING A DECLINE IN MIRACULOUS GIFTS
AFTER THE APOSTOLIC AGE, ARGUING THAT THIS INDICATES THEIR CESSATION.

3. THeoLoGICAL CONCERNS: THERE ARE THEOLOGICAL CONCERNS ABOUT THE POTENTIAL FOR MISLEADING OR ERRONEOUS
PROPHETIC MESSAGES, WHICH CAN LEAD TO CONFUSION OR DIVISION WITHIN THE CHURCH.



GRUDEM’s REsPoNSES To CRITICISM

IN RESPONSE TO THESE CHALLENGES, (GRUDEM WOULD LIKELY EMPHASIZE THE NEED FOR CAREFUL BIBLICAL EXEGESIS AND A
BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF CHURCH HISTORY. HE ADVOCATES FOR A BALANCED APPROACH THAT ENCOURAGES THE EXERCISE
OF GIFTS WHILE REMAINING VIGILANT AGAINST ABUSE AND ERROR.

CoNcLUSION

THE QUESTION OF WHETHER MIRACULOUS GIFTS ARE FOR TODAY REMAINS A DEEPLY DIVISIVE ISSUE WITHIN THE CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITY. WAYNE A. GRUDEM'S ROBUST DEFENSE OF CONTINUATIONISM PROVIDES A COMPELLING ARGUMENT FOR THE ACTIVE
PRESENCE OF MIRACULOUS GIFTS IN THE CHURCH TODAY. HIS BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL INSIGHTS REMIND BELIEVERS OF THE
IMPORTANCE OF THESE GIFTS FOR SPIRITUAL EMPOWERMENT, COMMUNITY BUILDING, AND ADVANCING THE GosPEL. WHILE THE
DEBATE CONTINUES, GRUDEM’S CONTRIBUTIONS ENCOURAGE A THOUGHTFUL AND PRAYERFUL EXPLORATION OF THE ROLE OF
MIRACULOUS GIFTS IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH, EMPHASIZING THE NEED FOR A RENEWED OPENNESS TO THE WORK OF THE HoLy
SPIRIT IN THE PRESENT DAY.

As CHRISTIANS NAVIGATE THIS COMPLEX TOPIC, IT IS CRUCIAL TO APPROACH IT WITH HUMILITY, ACKNOWLEDGING THAT
DIFFERING VIEWS EXIST WITHIN THE BODY OF CHRIST. ULTIMATELY, THE PURSUIT OF A VIBRANT FAITH, EMPOWERED BY THE
HoLy SPIRIT, REMAINS CENTRAL TO THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH, REGARDLESS OF ONE’S POSITION ON MIRACULOUS GIFTS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE MIRACULOUS GIFTS AS DISCUSSED BY W AYNE GRUDEM?

W/ AYNE GRUDEM DEFINES MIRACULOUS GIFTS AS SPECIAL ABILITIES GIVEN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT ENABLE BELIEVERS TO
PERFORM ACTS THAT ARE BEYOND NATURAL CAPABILITIES, SUCH AS HEALING, PROPHECY, AND SPEAKING IN TONGUES.

Does W AYNE GRUDEM BELIEVE THAT MIRACULOUS GIFTS ARE STILL ACTIVE TODAY?

YES, W/ AYNE GRUDEM ARGUES THAT MIRACULOUS GIFTS ARE STILL RELEVANT AND ACTIVE IN THE CHURCH TODAY, CONTRARY
TO THE CESSATIONIST VIEW WHICH CLAIMS THEY CEASED AFTER THE APOSTOLIC AGE.

WHAT SCRIPTURAL BASIS DOES GRUDEM PROVIDE FOR THE CONTINUATION OF
MIRACULOUS GIFTS?

GRUDEM REFERENCES PASSAGES SUCH AS 1 CORINTHIANS 12-14, WHERE PAUL DISCUSSES THE USE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS IN THE
CHURCH, AND HE EMPHASIZES THAT THESE GIFTS ARE MEANT FOR THE EDIFICATION OF THE BODY OF CHRIST.

How poes GRUDEM ADDRESS THE POTENTIAL MISUSE OF MIRACULOUS GIFTS?

GRUDEM ACKNOWLEDGES THE POTENTIAL FOR MISUSE AND ABUSE OF MIRACULOUS GIFTS, BUT HE EMPHASIZES THE IMPORT ANCE
OF PROPER TEACHING, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO ENSURE THEY ARE USED APPROPRIATELY
FOrR GOD'S GLORY.

WHAT IMPACT DOES GRUDEM BELIEVE MIRACULOUS GIFTS HAVE ON THE CHURCH
TODAY?

GRUDEM BELIEVES THAT MIRACULOUS GIFTS ENHANCE THE CHURCH'S MINISTRY, PROVIDE ENCOURAGEMENT, STRENGTHEN FAITH,
AND DEMONSTRATE Gob’s POWER, ULTIMATELY HELPING TO DRAW PEOPLE TO CHRIST.
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