
asscher cut diamond history

asscher cut diamond history traces the origins, development, and enduring appeal of
one of the most distinguished diamond cuts in the jewelry world. Known for its unique
square shape with deeply trimmed corners and a mesmerizing step-cut facet pattern, the
Asscher cut diamond has a rich legacy that dates back to the early 20th century. This cut
combines both art and craftsmanship, reflecting the bold geometric aesthetics of the Art
Deco era. Over time, its revival and sustained popularity highlight its status as a timeless
classic favored by connoisseurs and collectors alike. Understanding the historical context
and design innovations behind the Asscher cut diamond enriches the appreciation of its
beauty and significance. This article delves into the key moments in the Asscher cut
diamond history, its defining characteristics, and the reasons behind its lasting allure in the
gemstone industry.

Origins of the Asscher Cut

Design Characteristics and Innovations

The Role of the Asscher Family

Revival and Modern Popularity

Impact on Jewelry and Gemology

Origins of the Asscher Cut
The Asscher cut diamond was introduced in 1902, marking a significant milestone in the
evolution of diamond cutting. It was created by Joseph Asscher, a master diamond cutter
based in Amsterdam, who sought to develop a new style that emphasized clarity and
brilliance through a distinctive step-cut design. The cut was inspired by the emerald cut but
featured a more square shape with cropped corners, giving it an octagonal outline. This
innovative design embodied the geometric and architectural influences of the early 20th
century, particularly the emerging Art Deco movement. The Asscher cut was revolutionary
because it combined the elegance of the step cut with a unique optical effect that
enhanced the diamond’s depth and fire.

Historical Context of Early 20th Century Diamond Cuts
At the turn of the 20th century, diamond cutting techniques were undergoing a
transformation. The traditional brilliant cut, designed to maximize sparkle, was being
complemented by cuts that emphasized symmetry, shape, and light reflection. The Asscher
cut distinguished itself by offering a balance between brilliance and a more subtle, hall-of-
mirrors effect created by its parallel facets. This was a period of experimentation and
innovation, where cutters explored new shapes to cater to changing tastes and



technological advancements. The Asscher cut fit perfectly into this landscape, offering a
sophisticated alternative to the round brilliant cut that dominated the market.

Design Characteristics and Innovations
The Asscher cut is defined by several key features that set it apart from other diamond
cuts. Its hallmark is the step-cut facet arrangement, consisting of large, open facets that
create a unique “hall of mirrors” effect. This design emphasizes clarity and depth rather
than maximum sparkle, resulting in a diamond that exhibits elegance and understated
brilliance.

Faceting and Shape
The classic Asscher cut diamond has a square shape with cropped corners, which form an
octagon when viewed from above. It typically features 58 facets, similar to the round
brilliant cut, but arranged differently to produce distinct light performance. The step cuts
are parallel to the girdle, producing broad flashes of light rather than the scintillation found
in brilliant cuts. This facet arrangement requires high-quality rough diamonds with excellent
clarity to maximize the visual impact of the cut.

Optical Effects and Light Performance
Unlike the round brilliant cut, which focuses on sparkle, the Asscher cut accentuates clarity
and depth. The “hall of mirrors” effect refers to the way light reflects off the large, step-cut
facets, creating an illusion of infinite depth and a mesmerizing play of light and shadow.
This optical characteristic makes the Asscher cut particularly appealing to those who
appreciate a more refined and vintage aesthetic in their gemstones.

The Role of the Asscher Family
The Asscher family has played a pivotal role in the development and popularization of the
Asscher cut diamond. Joseph Asscher, the original inventor of the cut, founded the Royal
Asscher Diamond Company in Amsterdam, which became renowned for its expertise in
diamond cutting and trading. The family’s commitment to craftsmanship and innovation
helped cement the Asscher cut as a symbol of luxury and quality.

Joseph Asscher and the Royal Asscher Diamond
Company
Joseph Asscher’s mastery extended beyond creating the cut itself; he was also responsible
for cutting some of the world’s most famous diamonds, including the Cullinan diamond, the
largest rough gem-quality diamond ever found. The company’s reputation for precision and
excellence elevated the Asscher cut within the international diamond market. Their
dedication ensured that the cut maintained its prestige and desirability throughout the 20th



century.

Legacy and Continuing Influence
Today, the Asscher family continues to influence the diamond industry through their
company, which preserves the original cutting techniques while incorporating modern
technology. The Royal Asscher brand remains synonymous with heritage, quality, and the
timeless allure of the Asscher cut diamond.

Revival and Modern Popularity
After a period of relative decline in popularity during the mid-20th century, the Asscher cut
experienced a notable revival in the early 21st century. This resurgence can be attributed
to renewed interest in vintage and Art Deco styles, as well as celebrity endorsements and
high-profile engagements featuring Asscher cut diamonds.

Factors Driving the Resurgence

Renewed appreciation for vintage and antique jewelry designs

Celebrity influence and media exposure

Increased availability of high-quality Asscher cut diamonds

Advancements in diamond cutting technology enhancing precision

The combination of these factors has positioned the Asscher cut as a favored choice for
engagement rings and luxury jewelry, offering a distinctive alternative to more
conventional cuts.

Contemporary Design Trends
Modern jewelers have embraced the Asscher cut for its versatility and timeless elegance. It
is often paired with minimalist settings that highlight the diamond’s unique geometry, or
incorporated into elaborate vintage-inspired designs. The cut’s ability to convey
sophistication and individuality ensures its continued relevance in contemporary jewelry
collections.

Impact on Jewelry and Gemology
The Asscher cut diamond’s history is not only a story of aesthetic innovation but also one of
technical advancement and influence within the broader field of gemology. Its introduction



challenged conventional cutting methods and expanded the possibilities for diamond
design.

Influence on Diamond Cutting Techniques
The precision required to execute the Asscher cut pushed diamond cutters to refine their
skills and develop new tools and methods. Its step-cut facets demand exacting symmetry
and polishing to achieve the desired optical effects, contributing to advances in cutting
technology and quality control standards.

Role in Popularizing Step Cuts
Before the Asscher cut, step cuts were primarily associated with the emerald cut. The
success of the Asscher cut helped popularize step-cut diamonds, leading to greater
experimentation with variations and adaptations. This broadened the range of available
diamond shapes and enhanced consumer choice.

Collector and Market Impact
Asscher cut diamonds have become prized by collectors and investors due to their rarity
and historical significance. Their unique beauty and connection to early 20th-century design
movements enhance their value in the secondary market. This enduring appeal
underscores the importance of the Asscher cut in both jewelry artistry and the economic
landscape of gemstones.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Asscher cut diamond?
The Asscher cut diamond was created in 1902 by Joseph Asscher, a renowned diamond
cutter from the Asscher Brothers company in Amsterdam.

How did the Asscher cut diamond gain popularity?
The Asscher cut gained popularity during the Art Deco period in the early 20th century due
to its geometric shape and unique step facets, which complemented the style of the era.

What distinguishes the original Asscher cut from the
modern version?
The original Asscher cut had a smaller table and a higher crown, while the modern version,
often called the Royal Asscher cut, features a larger table, more facets (usually 74), and a
lower crown for enhanced brilliance.



Why is the Asscher cut considered historically
significant in diamond cutting?
The Asscher cut was one of the first patented diamond cuts and introduced a unique square
shape with cropped corners and step facets, influencing subsequent diamond cutting styles
and remaining a classic choice.

How has the Asscher cut diamond evolved over time?
Since its creation in 1902, the Asscher cut has evolved from the original design to more
refined versions like the Royal Asscher cut, improving brilliance and symmetry while
maintaining its distinctive vintage appeal.

Additional Resources
1. The Asscher Cut: Origins and Legacy
This book delves into the fascinating history of the Asscher cut diamond, tracing its origins
back to the early 20th century. It explores the life of Joseph Asscher, the mastermind
behind the cut, and how his innovation revolutionized the diamond industry. Rich with
historical photographs and expert insights, it offers readers a comprehensive understanding
of this iconic gemstone shape.

2. Brilliance Through Time: The Story of the Asscher Cut
Brilliance Through Time presents a detailed narrative of how the Asscher cut gained its
distinctive place in jewelry design. The book covers technological advancements and
artistic trends that influenced its development. It also highlights notable Asscher cut
diamonds that have graced royal collections and celebrity jewelry.

3. Masterpieces in Facets: The Art of Asscher Cut Diamonds
Focusing on the craftsmanship behind Asscher cut diamonds, this book examines the
precision and skill needed to create its signature step-cut facets. Readers will learn about
the cutting techniques and challenges faced by artisans from the early 1900s to today. The
book also features interviews with contemporary diamond cutters who continue to honor
the Asscher legacy.

4. Diamond Revolution: Joseph Asscher and the Asscher Cut
This biography-style book profiles Joseph Asscher, the visionary jeweler who developed the
Asscher cut. It chronicles his family's influential role in the diamond trade and the historical
context in which the cut was introduced. The narrative reveals how the Asscher cut became
synonymous with elegance and timeless beauty.

5. The Geometry of Elegance: Understanding Asscher Cut Diamonds
A technical yet accessible guide, this book breaks down the geometric principles behind the
Asscher cut's unique shape. It explains how the octagonal outline and step facets
contribute to the diamond’s brilliance and fire. Jewelry enthusiasts and gemologists alike
will appreciate its detailed diagrams and comparative analyses.

6. From Amsterdam to the World: The Asscher Cut Diamond Journey
This book traces the global spread of the Asscher cut, beginning with its invention in



Amsterdam. It highlights key moments in its history, including its resurgence in popularity
during the 21st century. The narrative also explores cultural and market trends that have
influenced its enduring appeal.

7. Iconic Cuts: The Asscher Diamond in Popular Culture
Exploring the presence of Asscher cut diamonds in films, fashion, and celebrity jewelry, this
title showcases how the cut has become a symbol of sophistication. It includes stories of
famous engagement rings and red carpet appearances. The book also reflects on the role of
media in shaping perceptions of the Asscher cut.

8. Asscher Cut Diamonds: A Collector’s Handbook
Designed for collectors and connoisseurs, this handbook provides practical advice on
identifying, valuing, and caring for Asscher cut diamonds. It includes historical context to
help readers understand the significance of different vintage pieces. The book also features
tips for investing in Asscher cut gemstones.

9. Timeless Facets: The Evolution of the Asscher Cut
Timeless Facets explores how the Asscher cut has evolved over the decades, adapting to
changes in cutting technology and consumer preferences. It discusses variations such as
the Royal Asscher cut and their impact on the market. The book offers a forward-looking
perspective on the future of this elegant diamond shape.
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