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The Army Service Uniform (ASU) serves as a symbol of pride and
professionalism for soldiers in the United States Army. Properly setting up
the ASU is essential, as it reflects discipline, attention to detail, and
standards of the military. In this comprehensive guide, we will break down
the components of the ASU, detail how to wear and maintain it, and provide
insight into the various insignias and decorations that can be displayed.
Whether you are a new recruit or a seasoned soldier, this guide will assist
you in ensuring your Army Service Uniform is properly set up and worn with
pride.

Overview of the Army Service Uniform

The Army Service Uniform is designed to be worn for formal and ceremonial
occasions. It is distinct from the Army Combat Uniform (ACU), which is
intended for operational environments. The ASU consists of several key
components that come together to create a polished and professional
appearance.

Key Components of the ASU

1. Jacket: The ASU jacket is a dark blue coat with a standing collar. It
features gold buttons and shoulder boards.

2. Trousers: The trousers are also dark blue and can be worn with a belt.

3. Shirt: The uniform shirt is worn under the jacket and is typically a light
blue color.

4. Tie: A black tie is worn with the uniform shirt and is tucked beneath the
jacket.

5. Footwear: Black leather shoes that are polished to a high shine are
required.

6. Headgear: The Army Service Cap, commonly referred to as a “hat,” is worn
with the ASU.

7. Insignia and Badges: Various insignia, badges, and ribbons are worn to
denote rank, achievements, and qualifications.

Putting Together the ASU: Step-by-Step Guide

Setting up the ASU requires attention to detail. Below is a step-by-step
guide to ensure you are properly fitted and prepared.



Step 1: Fitting the Uniform

- Jacket: Ensure the jacket fits comfortably across your shoulders and chest.
Sleeves should reach the wrist bone when arms are at your sides.

- Trousers: The trousers should fit snugly at the waist and fall to the top
of the shoe. Alterations may be required for the best fit.

- Shirt: The shirt must be tucked neatly into the trousers with no excess
fabric bunching.

Step 2: Wearing the Components

- Shirt and Tie: Put on the light blue shirt and ensure it is tucked in.
Adjust the collar to sit flat and place the black tie around the collar and
tie it in a standard knot.

- Jacket: Button the jacket fully, ensuring it fits well without being overly
tight.

- Trousers: Wear the trousers and secure them with a black belt if required.
- Footwear: Select appropriate black leather shoes and polish them to a high
shine.

Step 3: Adding Insignia and Badges

- Rank Insignia: Place rank insignia on both epaulets of the jacket in
accordance with the Army regulations.

- Unit Crest: If applicable, attach the unit crest above the right pocket.
- Badges: Wear badges above the left pocket, ensuring they are correctly
aligned and spaced.

- Ribbons: Arrange ribbons in the order of precedence and attach them above
the left pocket.

Maintaining Your Army Service Uniform

Proper maintenance of the ASU is crucial to maintaining its professional
appearance. Here are some tips for keeping your uniform in top condition:

Cleaning and Care

1. Dry Cleaning: Regularly dry clean the ASU jacket and trousers to keep them
looking sharp.

2. Shirt: Wash the shirt according to care instructions to avoid color
fading.

3. Shoes: Polish shoes regularly to maintain shine and avoid scuff marks.



4. Ironing: Iron the shirt and trousers to remove any wrinkles before wear.

Storage

- Hanging: Store the ASU in a cool, dry place on a hanger to avoid wrinkling.
- Avoid Moisture: Keep the uniform away from moisture to prevent mold and
mildew.

Understanding Insignia and Badges

The ASU is adorned with various insignia, badges, and ribbons that signify a
soldier's rank, qualifications, and achievements. Understanding their
placement and significance is essential for a complete uniform setup.

Rank Insignia

- Placement: Rank insignia should be placed on the epaulets of the jacket.
- Types of Rank: Includes enlisted ranks (Private to Sergeant Major) and
officer ranks (Second Lieutenant to General).

Unit Crest and Badges

- Unit Crest: Worn above the right pocket, representing the soldier's current
unit.

- Badges: Various badges represent qualifications, such as the Combat
Infantryman Badge, Expert Marksmanship Badge, and Airborne Badge. These
should be arranged in order of precedence above the left pocket.

Ribbons

- Placement: Ribbons are worn on the left pocket, arranged from top to
bottom, and left to right in order of precedence.

- Types of Ribbons: Include awards for service, achievement, and other
military decorations.

Special Considerations

In certain situations, specific guidelines may apply to the wear and
presentation of the ASU. Here are a few special considerations:



Ceremonial Events

- Dress Code: For formal ceremonies, soldiers may be required to wear
additional items, such as a white dress shirt or a bow tie.

- Decorations: Ensure all decorations and awards are accurately displayed as
indicated in Army regulations.

Inspections

- Preparation: Before inspections, check that all components of the ASU are
clean, pressed, and properly arranged.

- Attention to Detail: Pay attention to small details, such as properly
polished shoes and neatly arranged insignia.

Conclusion

The Army Service Uniform is more than just a uniform; it is a representation
of the values and standards upheld by the United States Army. By following
this comprehensive setup guide, soldiers can ensure their ASU is worn
correctly and with pride. From the initial fitting to the meticulous
arrangement of insignia and badges, each element plays a vital role in
presenting oneself as a professional member of the Army. Remember,
maintaining your ASU is an ongoing commitment that reflects your dedication
and respect for the military service. Whether on duty or at ceremonial
events, a well-presented uniform inspires confidence and respect from peers
and the public alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of the Army Service
Uniform (ASU)?

The key components of the Army Service Uniform include the Army blue coat,
trousers or skirt, white long-sleeve shirt, necktie or neck tab, and
appropriate insignia, badges, and accessories.

How should the patches be placed on the Army Service
Uniform?

The U.S. flag patch is worn on the right shoulder, while the unit patch is
worn on the left shoulder. The position of the patches should conform to Army
regulations, ensuring they are centered and properly aligned.



What are the grooming standards for soldiers in the
ASU?

Grooming standards for soldiers in the ASU include maintaining a neat and
professional appearance, with haircuts for males being above the ears and not

touching the collar, and females keeping hair styled conservatively and
within regulations.

What is the proper way to wear the Army Service
Uniform ribbon rack?

The ribbon rack should be worn centered on the left side of the coat, with
the bottom row of ribbons aligned parallel to the bottom of the nameplate and
spaced evenly. Ribbons are arranged from the highest award (top) to the
lowest (bottom).

How do you care for and maintain the Army Service
Uniform?

To care for the ASU, it is recommended to dry clean the uniform regularly,
spot clean stains promptly, and store it in a cool, dry place. Ensure that
the uniform is pressed and free of wrinkles before wear.

Are there specific regulations regarding the wear of
accessories with the ASU?

Yes, there are specific regulations regarding accessories such as belts,
shoes, and headgear. Soldiers should wear the appropriate black belt with the
ASU and black dress shoes, while headgear should be worn as prescribed based
on the occasion.
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