
armenian speak what language
Armenian speak what language is a question that often arises when people explore the
rich cultural heritage of Armenia. The Armenian language, known as "Haykakan lezu" in
Armenian, is not only the official language of the Republic of Armenia but also a vital part of
the identity of the Armenian people around the world. This article delves into the linguistic
aspects of Armenian, its history, dialects, and its significance in the global context.

Overview of the Armenian Language

The Armenian language is an independent branch of the Indo-European language family. It
boasts a unique alphabet, a rich literary history, and a significant role in the cultural
continuity of the Armenian nation. Here are some key points about the language:

Language Family: Armenian is part of the Indo-European family, but it forms its own
distinct branch.

Alphabet: The Armenian alphabet, created by Mesrop Mashtots in 405 AD, consists of
38 letters.

Literary Tradition: Armenian has a rich literary heritage, with texts dating back to
the early Middle Ages.

History of the Armenian Language

The history of the Armenian language can be traced back over 1,500 years. It has evolved
through various periods, influenced by historical events, cultural exchanges, and
migrations. Understanding its history provides insight into its current form and usage.

Early Development

The earliest known texts in Armenian date back to the 5th century AD. The language began
to flourish with the creation of the Armenian alphabet, which allowed for the translation of
the Bible and other significant works into Armenian. This was pivotal for the preservation of
Armenian culture and identity.

Medieval Period

During the medieval period, the language continued to evolve. The influence of neighboring



languages, such as Persian, Arabic, and later Turkish, contributed to the development of
Armenian. The establishment of the Armenian Apostolic Church played a significant role in
the promotion of the language through religious texts and literature.

Modern Era

In the modern era, especially following the Armenian Genocide in the early 20th century,
the language has experienced both challenges and a renaissance. The diaspora has played
a crucial role in keeping the language alive, with communities around the world actively
using and teaching Armenian.

Dialects of Armenian

Armenian is divided into two primary dialects: Eastern Armenian and Western Armenian.
Each dialect has its own unique characteristics, vocabulary, and pronunciation.

Eastern Armenian

Eastern Armenian is primarily spoken in the Republic of Armenia and parts of Iran. It is the
official language of Armenia and is used in education, media, and government. Key features
include:

- Vocabulary: Eastern Armenian has absorbed many words from Russian and Persian due to
historical influences.
- Pronunciation: The pronunciation is often softer compared to Western Armenian.
- Examples of Usage: Common phrases and idioms may differ significantly from those in
Western Armenian.

Western Armenian

Western Armenian is primarily spoken by the Armenian diaspora, especially in countries like
Lebanon, France, and the United States. It has retained many features of the language as it
was spoken before the genocide. Key features include:

- Vocabulary: Western Armenian has retained more archaic forms and includes terms
borrowed from Ottoman Turkish and French.
- Pronunciation: The pronunciation tends to be sharper and more distinct.
- Cultural Significance: Western Armenian is often associated with the historical and cultural
narratives of the diaspora.



Importance of the Armenian Language

The Armenian language plays a crucial role in the cultural and national identity of
Armenians worldwide. Its importance can be understood through various dimensions:

Cultural Identity

For Armenians, language is not just a means of communication; it is a vital part of their
identity. The language connects generations, preserves traditions, and fosters a sense of
belonging among Armenians across the globe.

Literary Heritage

Armenian literature is rich and diverse, with contributions from notable writers such as
Hovhannes Shiraz, Yeghishe Charents, and Silva Kaputikyan. The preservation of this
literary heritage is essential for understanding the Armenian experience and its historical
journey.

Global Significance

With a significant Armenian diaspora, the language holds importance beyond Armenia's
borders. It serves as a unifying force for Armenians living in different countries, helping
maintain cultural practices, traditions, and community ties.

Learning Armenian

For those interested in learning Armenian, there are various resources available. Whether
you are an Armenian descendant or simply curious about the language, here are some
options:

Language Classes

Many universities and cultural centers offer Armenian language classes. These classes often
range from beginner to advanced levels, catering to various learning needs.

Online Resources

There are numerous online platforms that provide Armenian language courses. Websites,



apps, and YouTube channels offer tutorials, vocabulary lists, and pronunciation guides.

Community Engagement

Joining local Armenian communities can enhance language learning. Engaging in cultural
events, festivals, and community gatherings provides practical experience and immersion
in the language.

Conclusion

Understanding Armenian speak what language involves recognizing the significance of
the Armenian language in the context of history, culture, and identity. With its rich literary
tradition and a vibrant community of speakers, Armenian continues to thrive both in
Armenia and the diaspora. As global interest in diverse languages grows, Armenian stands
out as a language that embodies resilience, heritage, and the enduring spirit of the
Armenian people.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Armenia?
The official language of Armenia is Armenian.

Are there different dialects of the Armenian language?
Yes, Armenian has two main dialects: Eastern Armenian and Western Armenian.

Is Armenian spoken outside of Armenia?
Yes, Armenian is spoken in various countries, particularly in the Armenian diaspora
communities in countries like the USA, Russia, France, and Lebanon.

What script is used to write the Armenian language?
Armenian is written using the Armenian alphabet, which was created in the 5th century by
the scholar Mesrop Mashtots.

How many speakers does the Armenian language have
worldwide?
There are approximately 6 to 7 million speakers of Armenian worldwide.



Is Armenian a member of a specific language family?
Yes, Armenian is an independent branch of the Indo-European language family.
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