
atlanta falcons head coach history
atlanta falcons head coach history traces the evolution of leadership for one of the NFL's most
dynamic franchises. Since the team's inception in 1965, the Atlanta Falcons have experienced a
diverse array of head coaches who have shaped the team's identity, strategy, and success on the
field. This article explores the chronological journey of the Falcons' head coaches, highlighting their
achievements, challenges, and contributions to the franchise. From the pioneering days to the
modern era, each coach has left an indelible mark on the Falcons' legacy. Understanding the coaching
history offers valuable insights into the team's development, performance trends, and pivotal
moments. The following analysis delves into the notable head coaches, their coaching styles, and the
impact they had on Atlanta's football culture. This comprehensive review also includes a detailed
overview of the Falcons' coaching milestones and their significance within the NFL landscape.

Early Years and Founding Coaches

Coaching Changes in the 1980s and 1990s

Turn of the Century Leadership

Recent Head Coaches and Modern Era

Notable Achievements and Coaching Legacy

Early Years and Founding Coaches
The Atlanta Falcons were established as an NFL expansion team in 1965, marking the beginning of
the franchise's head coaching history. The inaugural head coach played a crucial role in laying the
foundation for the team's culture and competitive spirit. During these formative years, the Falcons
sought to establish themselves in the league, facing the typical challenges of a new franchise.
Leadership during this period was instrumental in setting the tone for future development.

Norm Van Brocklin: The First Head Coach
Norm Van Brocklin was named the first head coach of the Atlanta Falcons in 1966. A former NFL
quarterback with Hall of Fame credentials, Van Brocklin brought valuable experience to the fledgling
team. His tenure lasted from 1966 to 1968, during which he worked on building a competitive roster
and establishing the Falcons' presence in the league. Despite a challenging start with a losing record,
Van Brocklin's leadership was foundational for the franchise's early years.

Norman's Coaching Style and Impact
Van Brocklin emphasized a disciplined approach and strong defensive play, traits that would become
part of the Falcons' identity. Though the team struggled initially, his strategic mindset helped develop



young talent and set the stage for future progress. His influence extended beyond wins and losses,
contributing to the Falcons' organizational culture.

Coaching Changes in the 1980s and 1990s
The 1980s and 1990s were decades marked by several coaching changes, reflecting the Falcons'
pursuit of stability and success. This era saw a mix of short-term and longer-tenured head coaches,
each bringing their own philosophies and approaches. The fluctuating leadership mirrored the team's
performance challenges and aspirations to reach playoff contention regularly.

Leeman Bennett’s Successful Era
Leeman Bennett served as the Falcons' head coach from 1977 to 1982, a period that bridged the late
1970s and early 1980s. Under his guidance, the Falcons made their first playoff appearances and
achieved winning seasons, signaling a major step forward for the franchise. Bennett's leadership
helped the Falcons gain credibility as a competitive team in the NFC.

Challenges and Coaching Turnover
Following Bennett's tenure, the Falcons experienced several coaching changes, including Marion
Campbell and Dan Henning. These years were characterized by inconsistency and rebuilding efforts.
The coaching turnover reflected the franchise's struggle to find a long-term solution that would bring
sustained success.

Turn of the Century Leadership
As the Falcons entered the 2000s, new leadership brought fresh energy and direction to the team.
The coaching history during this period highlights significant figures who attempted to elevate the
Falcons to playoff contenders and Super Bowl hopefuls. This era was marked by strategic shifts and
notable playoff appearances.

Dan Reeves: A Veteran Presence
Dan Reeves, a seasoned NFL coach, led the Falcons from 1997 to 2003. His tenure included a
memorable run to the Super Bowl XXXIII in 1998, a milestone in the franchise's history. Reeves'
experience and offensive expertise contributed to one of the Falcons' most successful periods, though
the team faced challenges maintaining consistent playoff success.

Jim Mora and Subsequent Coaches
Following Reeves, Jim Mora took the helm from 2004 to 2006. Mora's coaching emphasized discipline
and defensive improvements, but the team faced mixed results. Subsequent coaches in the late
2000s continued to grapple with balancing offensive innovation and defensive solidity.



Recent Head Coaches and Modern Era
The Atlanta Falcons' head coach history in the past decade reflects a modern NFL approach, focusing
on adapting to evolving offensive schemes and player development. Recent head coaches have been
tasked with maximizing talent such as star quarterbacks and dynamic offensive weapons, while
fostering a winning culture.

Mike Smith: Stability and Playoff Appearances
Mike Smith served as head coach from 2008 to 2014, becoming one of the franchise's longest-tenured
coaches. His leadership brought stability and consistent playoff appearances, including the franchise's
first division title in many years. Smith's balanced coaching style emphasized both offense and
defense, laying groundwork for future success.

Dan Quinn and the Super Bowl Run
Dan Quinn took over in 2015 and quickly made an impact by leading the Falcons to Super Bowl LI in
the 2016 season. Although the team fell short against the New England Patriots in an epic overtime
game, Quinn's leadership revitalized the franchise and showcased a high-powered offense combined
with an aggressive defense. Quinn's tenure represents a peak moment in the Falcons' coaching
history.

Arthur Smith: Continuing the Legacy
Arthur Smith became head coach in 2021, bringing experience from his previous NFL roles. His
coaching philosophy focuses on innovative offensive schemes and player development. Smith's
tenure is ongoing, with aims to build on the franchise's historical successes and adapt to the
competitive landscape of the NFL.

Notable Achievements and Coaching Legacy
The Atlanta Falcons head coach history is marked by several significant achievements that have
shaped the franchise's identity. From playoff milestones to iconic seasons, the head coaches have
contributed to the team's reputation in the NFL. Their legacies include both on-field success and
organizational growth.

Key Milestones in Falcons Coaching History

First playoff appearance under Leeman Bennett in 1978

Super Bowl XXXIII appearance led by Dan Reeves in 1998

Mike Smith's multiple playoff berths and division titles (2008-2014)



Super Bowl LI appearance under Dan Quinn in 2016

Development of franchise quarterbacks and offensive innovation

Impact on Team Culture and NFL Presence
Beyond wins and losses, the Falcons' head coaches have influenced the team's culture, emphasizing
resilience, adaptability, and competitiveness. Their strategic decisions and leadership styles have
contributed to the Falcons' standing as a respected NFL franchise. The coaching history reflects
ongoing efforts to align team performance with fan expectations and league trends.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the Atlanta Falcons?
The first head coach of the Atlanta Falcons was Norb Hecker, who coached the team from 1966 to
1968.

Who is the current head coach of the Atlanta Falcons as of
2024?
As of 2024, the head coach of the Atlanta Falcons is Arthur Smith, who was hired in 2021.

Which Atlanta Falcons head coach has the most wins in
franchise history?
Mike Smith holds the record for the most wins as head coach of the Atlanta Falcons, with 66 victories
during his tenure from 2008 to 2014.

Who was the head coach of the Atlanta Falcons during their
Super Bowl LI appearance?
Dan Quinn was the head coach during the Falcons' Super Bowl LI appearance in the 2016 season.

How many head coaches have the Atlanta Falcons had since
their inception?
Since their inception in 1966, the Atlanta Falcons have had 12 head coaches.

Which Atlanta Falcons head coach had the longest tenure?
Mike Smith had the longest tenure as head coach of the Falcons, coaching the team for seven
seasons from 2008 to 2014.



Have any Atlanta Falcons head coaches won the NFL Coach of
the Year award?
Yes, Mike Smith won the NFL Coach of the Year award in 2008 during his first season with the Falcons.

Who succeeded Dan Quinn as the head coach of the Atlanta
Falcons?
Raheem Morris succeeded Dan Quinn as the interim head coach after Quinn was fired during the 2020
season.

Which Atlanta Falcons head coach led the team to their first
winning season?
Norm Van Brocklin led the Falcons to their first winning season in 1971.

Additional Resources
1. "Rise of the Falcons: The Early Years of Atlanta's Gridiron Leadership"
This book delves into the formative years of the Atlanta Falcons, focusing on the pioneering head
coaches who laid the foundation for the franchise. It explores their coaching philosophies, challenges
faced in a fledgling NFL team, and how their leadership shaped the team's identity. The narrative
includes interviews, game analyses, and behind-the-scenes stories that highlight the trials and
triumphs of those early days.

2. "Falcon Flight: The Mike Smith Era and Atlanta's Resurgence"
Centered on Mike Smith’s tenure as head coach, this book chronicles how he revitalized the Falcons
franchise in the late 2000s. It covers his strategic innovations, leadership style, and key moments that
led to playoff appearances. Readers gain insight into Smith’s impact on both players and the
organization, marking one of the most successful periods in Falcons history.

3. "Dan Reeves and the Falcons: A Legacy of Determination"
This biography focuses on Dan Reeves’ time as head coach, highlighting his efforts to bring
consistency and competitiveness to the team. The book examines his coaching career, strategies, and
the obstacles he faced in an evolving NFL landscape. It also reflects on Reeves' broader influence on
the Falcons and the league.

4. "Arthur Smith and the New Era of Falcons Football"
Detailing the recent appointment and early seasons of Arthur Smith as head coach, this book provides
an inside look at his coaching philosophy and approach to rebuilding the team. It discusses his
background, offensive strategies, and vision for the Falcons' future. The narrative includes interviews
with players and staff to illustrate his impact on the team's culture.

5. "Leeman Bennett: Building the Falcons’ First Contenders"
This book highlights Leeman Bennett’s head coaching years when the Falcons first reached the NFC
Championship games in the late 70s and early 80s. It explores how Bennett transformed the team
into a playoff contender and his role in elevating the Falcons’ profile in the NFL. The text includes
game recounts, coaching decisions, and his influence on players.



6. "Coaching Challenges in Atlanta: A History of Triumphs and Trials"
An analytical look at the various head coaches who have led the Falcons, this book discusses the
unique challenges of coaching in Atlanta. It covers the pressure of fan expectations, organizational
changes, and the evolving nature of the NFL. The book offers a comparative study of coaching styles
and their effectiveness over the decades.

7. "The Falcons’ Sideline: Stories from Atlanta's Head Coaches"
A collection of personal stories and anecdotes from former and current Falcons head coaches, this
book provides a humanizing glimpse into their experiences. It reveals the pressures, motivations, and
memorable moments that defined their careers in Atlanta. The book also includes lessons learned and
advice for future coaches.

8. "From the Draft Room to the Sidelines: Falcons Coaches and Team Building"
This title examines how Falcons head coaches have influenced the team’s drafting and player
development strategies. It discusses the relationship between coaching decisions and team
performance, highlighting key draft picks and trades orchestrated under various coaches. The book
offers insight into how leadership off the field impacts success on it.

9. "Atlanta Falcons Head Coaches: A Comprehensive Historical Overview"
Providing a detailed chronology of all head coaches in Falcons history, this book covers their records,
coaching styles, and contributions to the team. It serves as a reference for fans and historians alike,
offering statistical data alongside narrative summaries. The book contextualizes each coach’s era
within the broader NFL timeline.
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