ARGUMENT EXAMPLES IN LITERATURE

ARGUMENT EXAMPLES IN LITERATURE ARE ESSENTIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE DYNAMICS OF CONFLICT, PERSUASION, AND
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN VARIOUS NARRATIVES. IN LITERARY WORKS, ARGUMENTS OFTEN SERVE TO ILLUSTRATE DEEPER
THEMES, SHED LIGHT ON CHARACTER MOTIVATIONS, AND DRIVE THE PLOT FORW ARD. FROM CLASSIC NOVELS TO CONTEMPORARY
PLAYS, AUTHORS HAVE EMPLOYED ARGUMENTS TO NOT ONLY ENGAGE READERS BUT ALSO TO CHALLENGE SOCIETAL NORMS,
EXPLORE MORAL DILEMMAS, AND PRESENT MULTIFACETED PERSPECTIVES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO VARIOUS EXAMPLES OF
ARGUMENTS IN LITERATURE, EXAMINING THEIR SIGNIFICANCE, FUNCTION, AND IMPACT ON THE OVERALL NARRATIVE.

UNDERSTANDING LITERARY ARGUMENTS

ARGUMENTS IN LITERATURE CAN TAKE MANY FORMS, RANGING FROM DIRECT CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN CHARACTERS TO SUBTLE
IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICTS EMBEDDED WITHIN THE TEXT. THESE ARGUMENTS CAN BE CATEGORIZED BASED ON THEIR NATURE AND
PURPOSE!:

1. CHARACTER CONFLICTS

CHARACTER CONFLICTS ARE PERHAPS THE MOST APPARENT FORM OF ARGUMENT IN LITERATURE. THESE CONFLICTS TYPICALLY
ARISE FROM DIFFERING BELIEFS, DESIRES, OR MOTIVATIONS BETWEEN CHARACTERS. SOME EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

- INTERNAL CONFLICTS: A CHARACTER GRAPPLING WITH THEIR OWN BELIEFS OR DESIRES, SUCH AS HAMLET'S INDECISION IN
SHAKESPEARE'S “"HAMLET.”

- INTERPERSONAL CONFLICTS: ARGUMENTS BETWEEN CHARACTERS THAT DRIVE THE NARRATIVE, LIKE THE TUMULTUOUS
EXCHANGES BETWEEN ELIZABETH BENNET AND MR. DARCY IN JANE AUSTEN'S “PRIDE AND PrEJUDICE.”

- SocleTAL CONFLICTS: LARGER SOCIETAL ISSUES THAT CHARACTERS CONFRONT, SUCH AS THE RACIAL TENSIONS DEPICTED IN
HarpPer LEE's “To KiLL A MockINGBIRD.”

2. IpeoLoaicAL CONFLICTS

LITERARY WORKS OFTEN EXPLORE IDEOLOGICAL ARGUMENTS THAT REFLECT BROADER SOCIETAL DEBATES. THESE CAN INCLUDE:

- MoRrAL DILEMMAS: CHARACTERS FACING ETHICAL CHOICES THAT CHALLENGE THEIR VALUES, AS SEEN IN VICTOR HUGO's “LEs
Mis[?] rABLES.”

- PoLITICAL DISPUTES: \WORKS LIKE GEORGE ORWELL'S “ 1984 " EXPLORE TOTALITARIANISM VERSUS INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM,
PRESENTING ARGUMENTS THAT RESONATE WITH CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL DISCOURSE.

- PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTIONS: ARGUMENTS THAT DELVE INTO EXISTENTIALISM, SUCH AS THOSE PRESENTED IN ALBERT CAMUS’
“THE STRANGER.”

CLAssIC EXAMPLES OF ARGUMENTS IN LITERATURE

NUMEROUS CLASSIC LITERARY WORKS ARE RICH WITH ARGUMENTS THAT ILLUSTRATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN NATURE AND
SOCIETAL STRUCTURES. HERE ARE SOME NOTABLE EXAMPLES:

1. SHAKESPEARE’S “ROMEO AND JULIET”

IN THIS ICONIC TRAGEDY, THE ARGUMENT BETWEEN THE MONTAGUES AND CAPULETS SETS THE STAGE FOR THE ENTIRE
NARRATIVE. THE FEUD LEADS TO A SERIES OF MISUNDERSTANDINGS THAT CULMINATE IN THE TRAGIC DEATHS OF THE TITULAR



CHARACTERS. THE ARGUMENTS PRESENTED BETWEEN THE TWO FAMILIES REFLECT THE FUTILITY OF HATRED AND THE
CONSEQUENCES OF SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS. KEY MOMENTS OF CONFLICT INCLUDE:

- TYBALT'S CHALLENGE: TYBALT'S AGGRESSIVE STANCE TOWARD ROMEO EXEMPLIFIES FAMILY LOYALTY AND THE
DESTRUCTIVE NATURE OF PRIDE.

- THE BALCONY Scene: RoMEo ANDJULIETIS SECRETIVE AND PASSIONATE EXCHANGES HIGHLIGHT THE CONFLICT BETWEEN
PERSONAL DESIRE AND FAMILIAL LOYALTY.

2. GEoRGE ORWELL’s ” ANIMAL FARM”

THIS ALLEGORICAL NOVELLA PRESENTS A POWERFUL ARGUMENT ABOUT THE CORRUPTING INFLUENCE OF POWER. THROUGH THE
RISE AND FALL OF THE PIGS, PARTICULARLY NAPOLEON/ ORWELL CRITIQUES TOTALITARIANISM AND THE BETRAYAL OF
REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS. KEY ARGUMENTS INCLUDE:

- THe SEVEN COMMANDMENTS: THE GRADUAL ALTERATION OF THE COMMANDMENTS REPRESENTS THE MANIPULATION OF TRUTH
AND LANGUAGE IN GOVERNANCE.

- Boxer’s FATE: THE NOBLE WORKHORSE SYMBOLIZES THE EXPLOITATION OF THE WORKING CLASS, RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT
LOYALTY AND SACRIFICE.

MODERN EXAMPLES OF ARGUMENTS IN LITERATURE

CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE CONTINUES TO EXPLORE IMPORTANT ARGUMENTS THAT RESONATE WITH CURRENT SOCIETAL
ISSUES. HERE ARE SOME MODERN EXAMPLES:

1. CHIMAMANDA NGozi ApicHIE’s “HALF oF A YeLLow SuN”

SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE NIGERIAN CIvIL \X/AE, THIS NOVEL PRESENTS A MULTIFACETED ARGUMENT ABOUT
COLONIALISM, IDENTITY, AND THE IMPACT OF WAR. THE PERSPECTIVES OF VARIOUS CHARACTERS, INCLUDING OLANNA, K AINENE
AND UG\X/U, HIGHLIGHT THE PERSONAL AND SOCIETAL CONFLICTS ARISING FROM POLITICAL STRIFE. SIGNIFICANT ARGUMENTS
INCLUDE!:
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- CoLoNIAL LEGACY: THE CHARACTERS  STRUGGLES REFLECT THE LINGERING EFFECTS OF COLONIALISM ON THEIR IDENTITIES AND
RELATIONSHIPS.

- GENDER ROLES: THE NOVEL CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES, SHOWCASING THE STRENGTH AND RESILIENCE OF W OMEN
DURING TUMULTUOUS TIMES.

2. MARGARET ATwoob’s “THe HANDMAID'S T ALE”

ATWOOD'S DYSTOPIAN NARRATIVE SERVES AS A POWERFUL ARGUMENT AGAINST THE SUBJUGATION OF WOMEN AND
OPPRESSIVE REGIMES. THROUGH THE EXPERIENCES OF OFFRED, THE PROTAGONIST, ATWOOD CRITIQUES PATRIARCHAL
STRUCTURES AND THE LOSS OF AGENCY. KEY ARGUMENTS INCLUDE:

- ReLiGious EXTREMISM: THE USE OF RELIGION TO JUSTIFY THE OPPRESSION OF WOMEN RAISES IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ABOUT
FAITH AND FREEDOM.

- IDENTITY AND AUTONOMY: OFFRED’S STRUGGLE TO MAINTAIN HER IDENTITY IN A REPRESSIVE SOCIETY HIGHLIGHTS THE
IMPORTANCE OF PERSONAL AGENCY.



THe RoLE oF ARGUMENTS IN CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

ARGUMENTS IN LITERATURE ARE NOT JUST ABOUT CONFLICT, THEY ARE INSTRUMENTAL IN CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT. THROUGH
ARGUMENTS, READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO CHARACTERS' MOTIVATIONS, STRENGTHS, AND WEAKNESSES. HERE’S HOW ARGUMENTS
CONTRIBUTE TO CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT:

1. REVEALING INNER CONFLICTS

ARGUMENTS OFTEN EXPOSE CHARACTERS  INTERNAL STRUGGLES, ALLOWING READERS TO UNDERSTAND THEIR COMPLEXITY. For
EXAMPLE:

- JaY GATseY IN “THe GREAT GATSBY”: GATSBY'S PURSUIT OF DAISY BUCHANAN REVEALS HIS INTERNAL CONFLICT BETWEEN
IDEALISM AND REALITY.

- HoLpeEN CAULFIELD IN “THE CATCHER IN THE RYE”: HOLDEN'S ARGUMENTS WITH HIMSELF AND OTHERS ILLUSTRATE HIS DEEP-
SEATED FEARS AND INSECURITIES.

2. DEMONSTRATING GROWTH AND CHANGE

CHARACTERS OFTEN EVOLVE THROUGH THEIR ARGUMENTS WITH OTHERS. THESE EXCHANGES CAN LEAD TO MOMENTS OF
REALIZATION OR TRANSFORMATION. CONSIDER:

- ELIZABETH BENNET IN “PRIDE AND PREJUDICE”: THROUGH HER ARGUMENTS WITH DARCY, ELIZABETH CONFRONTS HER PREJUDICES
AND ULTIMATELY EXPERIENCES PERSONAL GROW TH.

- ScouT FINCH IN “To KILL A MOCKINGBIRD”: SCOUT’S INTERACTIONS WITH ATTICUS AND BoO RADLEY CHALLENGE HER
UNDERSTANDING OF MORALITY AND EMPATHY, MARKING HER MATURATION.

THE IMPACT OF ARGUMENTS ON T HEMES

ARGUMENTS IN LITERATURE OFTEN SERVE TO HIGHLIGHT CENTRAL THEMES AND MESSAGES. THEY CAN CREATE TENSION, PROVOKE
THOUGHT, AND INSPIRE CHANGE. HERE ARE SOME WAYS ARGUMENTS CONTRIBUTE TO THEMATIC DEVELOPMENT:

1. SociaL CRITIQUE

MANY LITERARY ARGUMENTS FUNCTION AS CRITIQUES OF SOCIAL STRUCTURES OR INJUSTICES. FOR INSTANCE:

- RAcIsM IN “To KILL A MOCKINGBIRD”: THE ARGUMENTS SURROUNDING T OM ROBINSON’S TRIAL EXPOSE THE DEEP-SEATED
RACISM IN SOCIETY.

- CLASS STRUGGLE IN “A TaLE oF Two CiTIes”: DICKENS USES ARGUMENTS BETWEEN CHARACTERS TO HIGHLIGHT THE
DISPARITIES BETWEEN THE RICH AND THE POOR.

2. ExPLORATION oF HUMAN NATURE

ARGUMENTS CAN ALSO DELVE INTO FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS ABOUT HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND MORALITY. EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

- AMBITION IN “MACBETH": THE ARGUMENTS BETWEEN MACBETH AND LADY MACBETH REVEAL THE DESTRUCTIVE NATURE OF
UNCHECKED AMBITION.
- LoVE AND SACRIFICE IN “RoMEO ANDJULIET”Z THE CENTRAL CONFLICT BETWEEN LOVE AND FAMILY LOYALTY INVITES READERS



TO CONSIDER THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN EMOTION.

CoNCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, ARGUMENT EXAMPLES IN LITERATURE SERVE AS VITAL COMPONENTS THAT ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING, DEEPEN
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, AND ILLUMINATE THEMATIC CONCERNS. THROUGH CONFLICTS—WHETHER INTERNAL, INTERPERSONAL,
OR IDEOLOGICAL—AUTHORS ENGAGE READERS IN CRITICAL DIALOGUES ABOUT MORALITY, SOCIETY, AND THE HUMAN CONDITION.
FROM CLASSIC WORKS TO MODERN NARRATIVES, ARGUMENTS ENRICH THE LITERARY LANDSCAPE, PROMPTING REFLECTION AND
DISCUSSION THAT RESONATE ACROSS GENERATIONS. BY EXAMINING THESE ARGUMENTS, READERS GAIN NOT ONLY INSIGHT INTO
THE CHARACTERS AND THEIR STRUGGLES BUT ALSO INTO THE BROADER SOCIETAL ISSUES THAT SHAPE OUR \WORLD.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS AN EXAMPLE OF AN ARGUMENT IN SHAKESPEARE'S 'HAMLET'?

IN ,HAMLETI, THE ARGUMENT ABOUT REVENGE VERSUS MORALITY IS CENTRAL. HAMLET DEBATES WHETHER TO AVENGE HIS
FATHER'S DEATH, STRUGGLING WITH THE MORAL IMPLICATIONS OF MURDER VERSUS THE DUTY OF A SON.

How poEes ‘THE GREAT GATSBY' ILLUSTRATE CLASS STRUGGLE AS AN ARGUMENT?

IN ‘THe GREAT GATSBY,, THE ARGUMENT SURROUNDING THE AMERICAN DREAM IS DEPICTED THROUGH THE CHARACTERS OF
GATSBY AND TOM BUCHANAN, HIGHLIGHTING THE CONFLICT BETWEEN OLD MONEY AND NEW MONEY, AND THE ILLUSION OF
SOCIAL MOBILITY.

\W/HAT ARGUMENT IS PRESENTED IN ‘To KILL A MOCKINGBIRD' REGARDING JUSTICE?

“To KILL A MOCKINGBIRD' PRESENTS THE ARGUMENT THAT TRUE JUSTICE IS OFTEN UNATTAINABLE IN A PREJUDICED SOCIETY,
EXEMPLIFIED BY THE TRIAL OF TOM ROBINSON/ \WHERE RACIAL BIAS UNDERMINES THE LEGAL SYSTEM.

How poes GEORGE ORWELL'S ' 1984’ SERVE AS AN ARGUMENT AGAINST
TOTALITARIANISM?

"1984’ USES THE OPPRESSIVE REGIME OF BIG BROTHER AS AN ARGUMENT AGAINST TOTALITARIANISM, ILLUSTRATING HOW
SUCH A GOVERNMENT CAN MANIPULATE TRUTH AND SUPPRESS INDIVIDUALITY THROUGH CONSTANT SURVEILLANCE AND
PROPAGANDA.

IN ‘PRIDE AND PREJUDICE’, WHAT ARGUMENT IS MADE ABOUT SOCIAL CLASS AND
MARRIAGE?

‘PRIDE AND PREJUDICE/ ARGUES THAT SOCIAL CLASS SHOULD NOT DICTATE MARRIAGE CHOICES, AS SEEN THROUGH ELIZABETH
BENNET'S REJECTION OF MR. COLLINS AND HER EVENTUAL LOVE FOR MR. DARCY, WHO TRANSCENDS CLASS BARRIERS.

\WHAT ARGUMENT ABOUT HUMAN NATURE IS PRESENTED IN 'LORD OF THE FLIES'?

‘LorD OF THE FLIES’ PRESENTS THE ARGUMENT THAT HUMANS HAVE AN INHERENT TENDENCY TOWARD SAVAGERY AND CHAOS
\WHEN REMOVED FROM SOCIETAL NORMS, AS THE BOYS DESCEND INTO BRUTALITY ON THE DESERTED ISLAND.

\WHAT ARGUMENT IS CENTRAL TO THE CONFLICT IN ‘FAHRENHEIT 451'?

IN ‘FAHRENHEIT 451 l, THE ARGUMENT CENTERS ON CENSORSHIP VERSUS THE FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, AS THE PROTAGONIST



MONTAG GRAPPLES WITH A SOCIETY THAT BANS BOOKS AND SUPPRESSES CRITICAL THINKING IN FAVOR OF CONFORMITY.

How poEes ‘THe HANDMAID's TALE’ DISCUSS THE ARGUMENT OF GENDER ROLES?

“THe HANDMAID'S TALE" ARGUES AGAINST THE EXTREME SUBJUGATION OF WOMEN, ILLUSTRATING A DYSTOPIAN SOCIETY WHERE
WOMEN'S RIGHTS ARE STRIPPED AWAY, PROMPTING A CRITIQUE OF PATRIARCHAL CONTROL AND THE FIGHT FOR AUTONOMY.

W/HAT ARGUMENT ABOUT LOVE AND SACRIFICE IS PRESENTED IN 'THE FAULT IN OUR
STARS'?

“THe FAULT IN OUR STARS' PRESENTS THE ARGUMENT THAT TRUE LOVE OFTEN COMES WITH SACRIFICE, AS THE CHARACTERS
HAZzEL AND GUS NAVIGATE THEIR RELATIONSHIP AMIDST THE CHALLENGES OF TERMINAL ILLNESS, HIGHLIGHTING LOVE'S DEPTH IN
THE FACE OF ADVERSITY.
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