
atlanta falcons qb history
atlanta falcons qb history traces the evolution of the quarterback position within one of the NFL’s
most dynamic franchises. Since the team's inception in 1966, the Atlanta Falcons have seen a wide
array of quarterbacks take the helm, each contributing uniquely to the team’s identity and
performance. This comprehensive overview explores the key figures in the Falcons’ quarterback
history, highlighting standout careers, pivotal moments, and the impacts these players have had on
the franchise's fortunes. From early pioneers to modern-day stars, the trajectory of Atlanta Falcons
quarterbacks reflects changes in playing style, team strategy, and the broader NFL landscape.
Understanding this history provides valuable insight into how the Falcons have developed their
offensive leadership over the decades. The article will cover notable quarterbacks by era, significant
records, and the evolution of quarterback play specific to the Falcons organization.

Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks
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Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks
The Atlanta Falcons began their journey in the NFL as an expansion team in 1966, necessitating the
establishment of a foundational quarterback lineup. During these formative years, the Falcons’
quarterback position was marked by experimentation and frequent changes as the franchise sought
stability and leadership under center. Early quarterbacks were tasked with setting the tone for a
fledgling franchise in a competitive league.

Tommy Nobis and Early Signal Callers
Though primarily known as a linebacker, Tommy Nobis was part of the initial Falcons squad, with
the early quarterback pool including players such as Randy Johnson and Bob Berry. These
quarterbacks laid the groundwork for the Falcons’ offensive schemes despite limited team success.
Stability remained elusive as the team cycled through several starters in search of a consistent
leader.



Challenges of an Expansion Franchise
The inherent difficulties of building a competitive team from scratch meant the Falcons’ early
quarterbacks often faced overwhelming odds. Limited offensive support and a developing roster
contributed to inconsistent performances, making it challenging for any quarterback to achieve
notable success during this era.

Rise of Steve Bartkowski and the 1970s Era
The late 1970s marked a pivotal turning point in Atlanta Falcons QB history with the arrival of Steve
Bartkowski, the franchise’s first overall pick in the 1975 NFL Draft. Bartkowski quickly became the
face of the Falcons’ offense and established himself as one of the more productive quarterbacks in
team history.

Steve Bartkowski’s Impact and Style
Steve Bartkowski brought a strong arm and leadership qualities that helped elevate the Falcons’
offense. Over his career, he set multiple franchise records, including passing yards and touchdown
passes. Bartkowski’s tenure was characterized by his ability to lead comebacks and produce in
clutch situations, cementing his legacy as a foundational figure in Falcons QB history.

Key Achievements in the 1970s
During Bartkowski’s prime, the Falcons experienced some of their first playoff appearances,
signaling progress for the franchise. His performances earned him Pro Bowl selections and helped
establish the quarterback position as a critical component of the Falcons’ competitive aspirations.

The 1980s and 1990s: Transition and Challenges
The decades following Bartkowski’s era were marked by a mixture of transition and challenges at
the quarterback position for the Falcons. The team struggled to find a long-term solution under
center, resulting in a revolving door of starters and inconsistent offensive production.

Chris Miller and the Quest for Stability
Chris Miller emerged as a promising quarterback during the late 1980s and early 1990s, showing
flashes of potential that gave fans hope for a return to consistency. Miller’s athleticism and arm
strength were assets, but injuries and team struggles limited his ability to fully realize his potential
as a franchise quarterback.



Other Quarterbacks of the Era
During this transitional period, several other quarterbacks, including Jeff George and Bobby Hebert,
took snaps for the Falcons. While each brought unique skills and moments of success, the team
largely struggled to build sustained offensive momentum.

Michael Vick: Revolutionizing the Falcons’ Offense
Michael Vick’s arrival in 2001 marked a revolutionary chapter in Atlanta Falcons QB history. Drafted
first overall, Vick redefined the quarterback role with his unprecedented athleticism and dual-threat
capability, dramatically impacting both the Falcons’ offense and the NFL’s perception of
quarterback play.

Vick’s Dynamic Playing Style
Vick’s blend of speed, agility, and arm talent transformed the Falcons’ offensive strategies. His
ability to extend plays and create opportunities on the ground and through the air made him one of
the most exciting players in the league. Vick’s style forced defenses to adapt, contributing to a more
dynamic and unpredictable Falcons offense.

Career Highlights and Impact
During his tenure with the Falcons, Michael Vick set numerous franchise records for rushing yards
and touchdowns by a quarterback. His electrifying performances earned multiple Pro Bowl
selections and helped the Falcons reach the playoffs, including a memorable run to the NFC
Championship Game in the 2004 season.

Post-Vick Era and Recent Quarterback Developments
Following Michael Vick’s departure, the Falcons have experienced varied success with their
quarterbacks, continuing the search for a franchise leader capable of returning the team to
consistent playoff contention. This period has been marked by a mix of veteran signings, draft picks,
and developmental players.

Matt Ryan and the Modern Era
Selected third overall in the 2008 NFL Draft, Matt Ryan became a cornerstone of the Falcons’
offense for over a decade. Known for his precision passing, leadership, and durability, Ryan has led
the Falcons to multiple playoff appearances, including a Super Bowl LI appearance. His tenure is
notable for breaking many franchise passing records and maintaining high levels of production.



Emerging Talent and Future Outlook
As the Falcons look ahead, the quarterback position remains central to their strategy. Recent drafts
and acquisitions indicate a focus on developing young talent to complement the evolving offensive
schemes. The history of the Falcons’ quarterbacks continues to influence the team’s approach to
building a competitive and dynamic offense.

Notable Records and Achievements by Falcons QBs
Throughout the franchise’s history, several quarterbacks have set significant records that highlight
their contributions and the evolution of the position within the team. These records provide
benchmarks for future players and underscore the legacy of Atlanta Falcons quarterbacks.

Steve Bartkowski: Holds franchise records for career passing yards and touchdown passes at
the time of his retirement.

Michael Vick: Holds the record for most rushing yards and rushing touchdowns by a
quarterback in Falcons history.

Matt Ryan: Surpassed previous passing records, becoming the franchise leader in
completions, passing yards, and touchdown passes.

Playoff Achievements: Both Vick and Ryan led the Falcons to deep playoff runs, with Ryan
guiding the team to its first Super Bowl appearance.

Pro Bowl Selections: Multiple Falcons quarterbacks have earned Pro Bowl honors, reflecting
individual excellence amidst team challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the Atlanta
Falcons?
The first starting quarterback for the Atlanta Falcons was Randy Johnson, who started the
franchise's inaugural game in 1966.

Which Atlanta Falcons quarterback holds the franchise record
for most passing yards in a single season?
Matt Ryan holds the Atlanta Falcons franchise record for most passing yards in a single season,
throwing for 4,944 yards in 2016.



How long did Matt Ryan serve as the Atlanta Falcons' starting
quarterback?
Matt Ryan was the Atlanta Falcons' starting quarterback from 2008 to 2021, serving as the team's
primary QB for 14 seasons.

Did any Atlanta Falcons quarterback win the NFL MVP award?
Yes, Matt Ryan won the NFL MVP award in 2016 while playing for the Atlanta Falcons.

Who succeeded Matt Ryan as the Atlanta Falcons starting
quarterback?
After Matt Ryan, Marcus Mariota was named the starting quarterback for the Atlanta Falcons in the
2023 season.

Additional Resources
1. Rise of the Falcons: The Story of Atlanta’s Quarterbacks
This book provides a comprehensive history of the quarterbacks who have led the Atlanta Falcons
since the franchise’s inception. It covers the challenges and triumphs faced by each signal-caller,
highlighting pivotal moments and games. Readers gain insight into how these athletes shaped the
team’s identity over the decades.

2. Matt Ryan: The Heart of Atlanta’s Offense
Focused on the career of Matt Ryan, one of the most iconic quarterbacks in Falcons history, this
book chronicles his journey from college standout to NFL star. It details his leadership style, record-
breaking performances, and role in bringing the Falcons to the Super Bowl. The narrative also
explores his impact on the city and fans.

3. Before the Rise: Falcons QBs of the Early Years
Delving into the early years of the Atlanta Falcons franchise, this book sheds light on the
quarterbacks who paved the way before the team’s modern success. It includes stories of
perseverance, development, and the evolution of the quarterback position within the Falcons
organization. Interviews and archival materials enrich the historical perspective.

4. Falcons Under Pressure: The Quarterbacks Who Faced the Storm
This title examines the quarterbacks who played during some of the Falcons’ toughest seasons,
emphasizing their resilience and determination. It reflects on the challenges of leading a fledgling or
struggling team and the personal growth that came from adversity. The book offers a balanced view
of both setbacks and moments of brilliance.

5. Second Chances: Falcons QBs Who Rewrote Their Stories
Highlighting quarterbacks who revitalized their careers with the Falcons, this book tells inspiring
tales of redemption and perseverance. It profiles players who overcame injuries, setbacks, or
previous disappointments to find success in Atlanta. The stories emphasize the importance of grit
and adaptability in professional sports.



6. The Falcons’ Signal Callers: A Legacy of Leadership
This book explores the leadership qualities that define the Falcons’ quarterbacks throughout history.
It discusses how different players handled the pressures of the role, motivated teammates, and
influenced the franchise culture. The narrative includes anecdotes from coaches, teammates, and
the quarterbacks themselves.

7. Clutch Moments: Falcons QBs in the Playoffs
Focusing on the most critical postseason performances, this title recounts the Atlanta Falcons
quarterbacks’ efforts to lead the team deep into the playoffs. It highlights memorable drives, game-
winning throws, and heartbreaks from a quarterback’s perspective. The book captures the intensity
and stakes of playoff football.

8. From Draft Day to Stardom: Falcons QBs’ Road to the NFL
This book traces the journeys of Falcons quarterbacks from their college days through the NFL Draft
and into their professional careers. It provides background on scouting, draft decisions, and early
development within the Falcons system. Readers get an inside look at what it takes to transition
from college athlete to NFL starter.

9. Falcons Future: Emerging Quarterbacks and the Next Generation
Looking forward, this book profiles the young and upcoming quarterbacks in the Falcons
organization and those on the horizon. It analyzes their skills, potential, and how they might fit into
the team’s evolving strategy. The book offers predictions and expert commentary on the future of
the Falcons’ quarterback legacy.
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