arkansas standard visitation schedule

Arkansas Standard Visitation Schedule is a crucial aspect of family law that outlines how
divorced or separated parents can share time with their children. Understanding this schedule is
essential for parents navigating custody arrangements, ensuring that they comply with legal
standards while prioritizing the well-being of their children. This article delves into the details of the
Arkansas standard visitation schedule, including its framework, variations, and how parents can
manage it effectively.

Understanding the Arkansas Standard Visitation
Schedule

In Arkansas, visitation rights are typically outlined in a court order, which can either follow the state’s
standard visitation schedule or be customized based on the family’s needs. The standard visitation
schedule is designed to provide a fair and consistent arrangement for both parents, facilitating a
healthy relationship between the child and both parents.

Key Components of the Standard Visitation Schedule

The Arkansas standard visitation schedule generally includes the following components:

1. Regular Visitation: This includes the time a non-custodial parent spends with the child on a regular
basis.

2. Holiday Visitation: Specific provisions for holidays and special occasions.

3. Summer Visitation: Extended time during school breaks.

4. Transportation Arrangements: Details on how the child will be transported between parents.

5. Communication Guidelines: Rules regarding phone calls or video chats.

Typical Visitation Schedule in Arkansas

The standard visitation schedule in Arkansas may vary slightly based on the specific circumstances of
each case. However, it generally follows a structured plan that includes:

Weekday and Weekend Visitation

- Weekdays: The non-custodial parent typically has visitation every other Thursday evening, starting
from after school until 7 p.m.

- Weekends: The non-custodial parent usually has visitation every other weekend from Friday at 6
p.m. until Sunday at 6 p.m.



Holiday Visitation

Holidays are significant times for families and often require specific arrangements. The standard
schedule usually allocates holidays as follows:

- Thanksgiving: The non-custodial parent may have the child during odd-numbered years from
Wednesday evening through Sunday.

- Christmas: The schedule often alternates between parents, with one parent having the child from
December 24 until December 26, and the other from December 26 until December 30.

- Birthday Visitation: Each parent may have the right to spend time with the child on their birthday,
typically alternating years.

Summer Visitation

Summer visitation often allows for extended time with the non-custodial parent. This typically
includes:

- Four Weeks of Summer: The non-custodial parent may have the child for four consecutive weeks
during the summer months, with the specific timing agreed upon by both parents.

- Notice Requirement: The custodial parent may require advance notice of the non-custodial parent’s
intended summer visitation dates.

Factors Influencing Visitation Schedules

While the Arkansas standard visitation schedule provides a general framework, several factors can
influence the specifics of any given arrangement:

Parental Cooperation

- Communication: Open and respectful communication between parents can lead to a more amicable
visitation schedule.

- Flexibility: Parents who can accommodate each other's needs and schedules may find it easier to
create a customized plan that works for everyone involved.

Child’s Best Interests

The primary consideration in any visitation schedule is the child’s best interests. Courts tend to
consider:

- Age of the Child: Younger children may have different needs than older children regarding visitation
frequency and duration.
- Child’s Preferences: As children grow older, their preferences may be taken into account, particularly



if they are mature enough to express their wishes.

Judicial Orders and Modifications

If parents cannot agree on a visitation schedule, they may need to seek a court order. Factors that
might lead to modifications include:

- Change in Circumstances: Significant changes in living situations, job statuses, or the child’s needs
may warrant a reevaluation of the visitation schedule.

- Parental Behavior: Issues such as substance abuse or neglect can lead to changes in visitation rights
to protect the child.

Enforcing the Visitation Schedule

Once a visitation schedule is established, it is important for both parents to adhere to it. If one parent
fails to comply with the agreed-upon schedule, the other can take specific actions:

Documentation

- Keep Records: Parents should maintain a detailed log of visitation, including dates and times, as well
as any instances of non-compliance.

- Communication Records: Documenting all communications regarding visitation can be beneficial if
legal action becomes necessary.

Legal Recourse

If non-compliance continues, the custodial parent may:
- File a Motion for Enforcement: This legal motion asks the court to enforce the visitation order.

- Request Modification: If the non-compliance is severe, the custodial parent might request a
modification of custody or visitation rights.

Tips for Managing the Visitation Schedule

Managing a visitation schedule can be challenging, but there are strategies that can help both parents
facilitate a smoother process:

1. Stay Organized: Use a shared calendar to track visitation dates, holidays, and special events.

2. Communicate Effectively: Prioritize open lines of communication to address any concerns or



changes that may arise.

3. Be Flexible: Whenever possible, be willing to adjust the schedule to accommodate each
other’'s commitments.

4. Focus on the Child: Always prioritize the child’s needs and feelings when making decisions
about visitation.

Conclusion

The Arkansas standard visitation schedule serves as a foundation for parents navigating the
complexities of shared custody. Understanding its components, the factors that influence it, and the
importance of compliance can help parents create a positive environment for their children.
Ultimately, the goal of any visitation schedule should be to foster healthy relationships between
children and both parents while ensuring that the best interests of the child remain the priority. By
following the guidelines and maintaining open communication, parents can work together to create a
beneficial arrangement for everyone involved.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the standard visitation schedule in Arkansas?

In Arkansas, the standard visitation schedule typically allows the non-custodial parent to have
visitation every other weekend from Friday evening to Sunday evening, along with one evening during
the week.

How can parents modify the standard visitation schedule in
Arkansas?

Parents in Arkansas can modify the standard visitation schedule by filing a petition with the court,
presenting a valid reason for the change, and obtaining mutual consent from both parties.

What are the holidays included in the Arkansas visitation
schedule?

The Arkansas visitation schedule generally includes specific holidays such as Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and the child's birthday, which are alternated between parents according to a predetermined plan.

Can grandparents request visitation in Arkansas?

Yes, grandparents can request visitation rights in Arkansas under certain circumstances, especially if
it serves the best interest of the child and if the parents are unfit or if there is a significant
relationship with the grandchild.



What should a parent do if the other parent does not follow
the visitation schedule?

If a parent does not follow the visitation schedule in Arkansas, the affected parent should document
the violations and may file a motion for enforcement with the court to seek compliance.

Is supervised visitation required in Arkansas for certain
cases?

Yes, supervised visitation may be required in Arkansas if there are concerns about the child's safety,
such as cases involving abuse, neglect, or substance abuse by the non-custodial parent.
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