articles of confederation worksheet
answer key

Articles of Confederation worksheet answer key is a crucial tool for students
and educators alike, as it serves to clarify and reinforce the understanding
of one of the most significant documents in American history. The Articles of
Confederation functioned as the first constitution of the United States,
providing a framework for governance from 1781 to 1789. This article aims to
delve into the Articles of Confederation, their significance, their
limitations, and how a worksheet and its answer key can facilitate learning
about this pivotal period in American history.

Understanding the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation were adopted by the Continental Congress in
1777 and ratified in 1781. They established a confederation of sovereign
states and a weak central government, which had limited authority. This
framework was born out of a desire for independence from British rule and a
reluctance to create a strong central government that could potentially lead
to tyranny.

Key Features of the Articles

The Articles of Confederation included several notable features:

1. Sovereignty of States: Each state retained its independence and had the
power to govern itself. The central government had no power over the states.

2. Unicameral Legislature: The Congress consisted of a single house in which
each state had one vote, regardless of its population.

3. Limited Powers of Congress: Congress had the authority to conduct foreign
affairs, declare war, and make treaties, but it could not levy taxes or
regulate commerce.

4. No Executive Branch: There was no president or executive branch to enforce
laws, leading to difficulties in governance.

5. Amendments Required Unanimous Consent: Any changes to the Articles
required the approval of all thirteen states, making it nearly impossible to
amend them.



Significance of the Articles

The Articles of Confederation played a significant role in the early
development of the United States. They provided essential governance during
the Revolutionary War and helped unify the colonies against Britain.
Additionally, they served as a stepping stone towards the creation of the
current U.S. Constitution.

However, the weaknesses inherent in the Articles made it clear that a more
robust framework was necessary. The inability to raise revenue, regulate
trade, or enforce laws led to economic turmoil and internal strife,
culminating in events such as Shays' Rebellion in 1786. This uprising
highlighted the inadequacies of the Articles and ultimately prompted calls
for a stronger national government.

Creating a Worksheet on the Articles of
Confederation

A worksheet on the Articles of Confederation can help students engage with
this historical document, assess their understanding, and prepare for further
study. Below are some suggested components to include in a worksheet.

Worksheet Components

- Multiple Choice Questions: Assess knowledge on specific facts about the
Articles.

- True or False Statements: Encourage critical thinking regarding the powers
granted by the Articles.

- Short Answer Questions: Allow students to elaborate on the significance of
the Articles and their limitations.

- Fill-in-the-Blank: Focus on key terms and concepts related to the Articles.

Here's an example of a worksheet structure:

1. Multiple Choice: What year were the Articles of Confederation ratified?
o A) 1776
o B) 1781
o C) 1789

o D) 1791



2. True or False: The Articles of Confederation established a strong
central government.

3. Short Answer: What were two major weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation?

4. Fill-in-the-Blank: The Articles of Confederation required
consent from all states to amend the document.

Articles of Confederation Worksheet Answer Key

An answer key is essential for educators and students to verify the accuracy
of their responses. Below is a sample answer key corresponding to the
worksheet components mentioned.

Sample Answer Key

1. Multiple Choice: B) 1781
2. True or False: False

3. Short Answer: Two major weaknesses include the inability to levy taxes
and the lack of a national executive.

4. Fill-in-the-Blank: unanimous

Teaching Strategies for the Articles of
Confederation

When teaching about the Articles of Confederation, it’s important to employ
various strategies to engage students and deepen their understanding. Here
are a few effective approaches:

Discussion and Debate

Encourage students to discuss and debate the merits and drawbacks of the
Articles. Divide the class into groups representing different states and have



them argue from their assigned state’s perspective regarding the Articles'
effectiveness.

Simulation Activities

Create a simulation where students must operate as the Continental Congress
under the Articles of Confederation. Assign them roles and present challenges
that require them to solve problems while adhering to the limitations of the
Articles.

Research Projects

Assign students to research specific events or figures related to the
Articles of Confederation, such as Shays' Rebellion or key advocates for and
against the Articles. This can help them connect historical events to the
broader narrative of American governance.

Conclusion

The Articles of Confederation worksheet answer key is more than just a
supplementary educational resource; it is a fundamental part of understanding
the early governance of the United States. By utilizing worksheets and answer
keys, educators can provide students with a structured approach to learning
about this critical period in American history. Through engaging activities,
discussions, and research projects, students can appreciate the significance
of the Articles of Confederation and the lessons learned that ultimately
shaped the U.S. Constitution. Understanding the Articles is essential for
grasping the complexities of American governance and the evolution of
democracy in the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary purpose of the Articles of
Confederation?

The primary purpose of the Articles of Confederation was to establish a
framework for a national government following the American Revolution,
providing a loose alliance of the thirteen states.

What were the main weaknesses of the Articles of



Confederation?

The main weaknesses included the inability to levy taxes, regulate trade, or
enforce laws, which led to financial instability and ineffective governance.

How did the Articles of Confederation affect state
sovereignty?

The Articles of Confederation granted significant sovereignty to the
individual states, often at the expense of a strong central government, which
led to conflicts and difficulties in national decision-making.

What event highlighted the weaknesses of the
Articles of Confederation?

Shays' Rebellion in 1786-1787 highlighted the weaknesses of the Articles, as
it demonstrated the federal government's inability to respond to civil unrest
and maintain order.

What process was followed to replace the Articles of
Confederation?

The Constitutional Convention was convened in 1787 to address the
shortcomings of the Articles, ultimately leading to the drafting of the U.S.
Constitution.

Which clause in the U.S. Constitution effectively
replaced the Articles of Confederation?

The Supremacy Clause in Article VI of the U.S. Constitution effectively
replaced the Articles of Confederation by establishing that the Constitution
and federal laws take precedence over state laws.

How did the Articles of Confederation influence the
Bill of Rights?

The weaknesses and lack of protections under the Articles of Confederation
helped to inspire the inclusion of the Bill of Rights in the U.S.
Constitution, ensuring individual liberties and limitations on government
power.

What was one significant outcome of the Articles of
Confederation?

One significant outcome was the establishment of the Northwest Ordinance of
1787, which provided a method for admitting new states to the Union and set a
precedent for westward expansion.
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