articles of confederation answer key

Articles of Confederation answer key is an essential term in understanding the
foundational framework of the United States' first governing document. Ratified in 1781
and lasting until 1789, the Articles of Confederation established a system of governance
that ultimately revealed its weaknesses, leading to the drafting of the U.S. Constitution.
This article delves into the details of the Articles of Confederation, its structure, key
features, strengths, weaknesses, and its historical significance.

Overview of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation served as the United States' first constitution, guiding the
nation through the final years of the Revolutionary War and the early years of
independence. The document was born out of the necessity to unify the thirteen colonies
during their struggle against British rule. However, the Articles were designed to create a
loose alliance of states rather than a strong central government.

Historical Context

The Articles of Confederation emerged from the Continental Congress, which convened in
1775. The need for a governing framework grew as the colonies sought to coordinate their
war efforts against Britain. The Articles were adopted on November 15, 1777, but were
not ratified by all thirteen states until March 1, 1781.

Structure of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles consisted of a preamble followed by thirteen articles, outlining the structure
and powers of the national government.

Key Features

1. Unicameral Legislature: The government was composed of a single legislative body, the
Congress of the Confederation, where each state had one vote, regardless of its
population.

2. Limited Powers: Congress could handle foreign affairs, declare war, make treaties, and
manage relations with Native American tribes. However, it could not levy taxes or regulate
interstate commerce.

3. State Sovereignty: Each state retained its sovereignty, independence, and rights,
meaning that the central government had limited authority.

4. Amendments: Any changes to the Articles required unanimous consent from all thirteen
states, making it nearly impossible to amend the document.



5. No Executive Branch: The Articles did not provide for a separate executive branch to
enforce laws or manage national affairs.

Strengths of the Articles of Confederation

While the Articles of Confederation had numerous weaknesses, they also had strengths
that helped guide the new nation.

Key Strengths

1. Framework for Unity: The Articles established a framework that brought the states
together under a common government during the Revolutionary War.

2. Treaty of Paris: The national government successfully negotiated the Treaty of Paris in
1783, which officially ended the Revolutionary War and recognized American
independence.

3. Land Ordinance of 1785: This legislation set a standard for land sales and settlement in
the Northwest Territory, promoting orderly expansion and governance.

4. Northwest Ordinance of 1787: This ordinance created a method for admitting new
states to the Union and established a framework for governance in the Northwest
Territory.

Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

Despite its strengths, the Articles of Confederation had significant weaknesses that
became increasingly apparent as the nation sought to govern itself.

Key Weaknesses

1. No Taxation Power: Congress lacked the power to tax, relying instead on voluntary
contributions from the states, which were often insufficient.

2. Ineffective Regulation of Commerce: The central government could not regulate
interstate commerce, leading to trade disputes and economic instability among the states.
3. Unanimous Consent for Amendments: The requirement for unanimous consent made it
nearly impossible to address the Articles' shortcomings.

4. Weak National Defense: The inability to raise a standing army or provide for a national
defense left the country vulnerable to external threats.

5. Lack of Judicial Authority: There was no national court system, making it difficult to
resolve disputes between states or enforce national laws.



Historical Impact of the Articles of Confederation

The limitations of the Articles of Confederation ultimately led to calls for reform and the
creation of a new governing document. The weaknesses exposed by the Articles became a
catalyst for the Constitutional Convention of 1787.

Transition to the U.S. Constitution

The Constitutional Convention convened in Philadelphia in May 1787, where delegates
aimed to address the shortcomings of the Articles. The outcome of this convention was the
U.S. Constitution, which established a stronger federal government with an executive
branch, a bicameral legislature, and a system of checks and balances.

1. Shays' Rebellion: One of the events that highlighted the weaknesses of the Articles was
Shays' Rebellion in 1786-1787. This armed uprising by Massachusetts farmers protesting
economic injustices showcased the national government's inability to respond to crises.

2. Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist Debate: The transition from the Articles to the
Constitution sparked a national debate between Federalists, who supported a strong
central government, and Anti-Federalists, who preferred state sovereignty.

Conclusion

The Articles of Confederation represent a significant chapter in American history,
illustrating the challenges of governing a diverse and newly independent nation. While
they provided a necessary framework during the Revolutionary War, their inherent
weaknesses ultimately led to the creation of the U.S. Constitution. The lessons learned
from the Articles of Confederation continue to inform discussions around governance,
federalism, and the balance of power in the United States.

In summary, understanding the Articles of Confederation is crucial not only for grasping
the early years of American governance but also for appreciating the broader historical
context that led to the establishment of a more robust federal system. The transition from
the Articles to the Constitution marked a pivotal moment in the evolution of American
democracy, highlighting the importance of adaptability in response to the needs of the
nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation?

The main weaknesses included a lack of federal taxation power, no executive branch to
enforce laws, no national judiciary, and the requirement of unanimous consent for



amendments, making it difficult to govern effectively.

How did the Articles of Confederation influence the U.S.
Constitution?

The shortcomings of the Articles highlighted the need for a stronger central government,
leading to the Constitutional Convention of 1787, where the U.S. Constitution was drafted
to create a more balanced federal system.

What was the significance of the Northwest Ordinance
of 1787 under the Articles?

The Northwest Ordinance established a method for admitting new states to the Union and
outlined the process for territorial governance, setting a precedent for westward
expansion and the management of newly acquired lands.

How did the Articles of Confederation address the issue
of state sovereignty?

The Articles emphasized state sovereignty by granting significant powers to individual
states while limiting the powers of the central government, which led to conflicts and
inefficiencies in governance.

What role did Shays' Rebellion play in the criticism of
the Articles of Confederation?

Shays' Rebellion exposed the weaknesses of the Articles, particularly the inability of the
federal government to respond to civil unrest and maintain order, prompting calls for a
stronger national government.

When were the Articles of Confederation ratified, and
when were they replaced?

The Articles of Confederation were ratified in 1781 and were effectively replaced by the
U.S. Constitution in 1789 following the Constitutional Convention.

What was the voting structure under the Articles of
Confederation?

Each state had one vote in Congress, regardless of its size or population, which led to
disproportionate representation and dissatisfaction among larger states.
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