
arundhati roy s the god of small
things
Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things is a profound and intricately woven
narrative that delves into the complexities of familial relationships,
societal norms, and the caste system in India. First published in 1997, this
novel not only won the prestigious Booker Prize but also marked a significant
moment in Indian literature, establishing Roy as a formidable voice in
contemporary fiction. The story is set against the backdrop of Kerala, a
state in southern India, and unfolds through a non-linear narrative that
oscillates between the past and the present.

Overview of the Novel

The God of Small Things is a semi-autobiographical work that chronicles the
lives of fraternal twins, Estha and Rahel, and their family, particularly
focusing on the events surrounding their childhood. Through vivid imagery and
lyrical prose, Roy explores themes of love, loss, and the impact of
historical and cultural forces on individual lives.

Plot Summary

The narrative is structured around two primary timelines: one in 1969 when
the twins are seven years old and another in 1993 when they are adults. The
events of their childhood serve as the foundation for the novel's exploration
of how small moments can lead to significant, often tragic consequences.

1. Childhood Events: The story revolves around the twins' interactions with
their mother, Ammu, their uncle Chacko, their grandmother Mammachi, and their
great-aunt Baby Kochamma. The family is deeply affected by societal norms,
particularly the rigid caste system that governs their lives.

2. The Forbidden Love: Central to the plot is the forbidden love between Ammu
and Velutha, a man from a lower caste, known as the Untouchables. Their
relationship is fraught with danger, and it ultimately leads to catastrophic
consequences for the entire family.

3. The Tragedy: The narrative builds towards a tragic climax that irrevocably
alters the lives of the characters. The fallout from this pivotal moment
reverberates through the years, affecting not only the twins but also their
entire family.



Thematic Exploration

Roy's novel is rich in themes that resonate with readers, making it a
profound commentary on society and human relationships.

Caste and Class

One of the most prominent themes in The God of Small Things is the critique
of the caste system in India. The novel illustrates how deeply entrenched
social hierarchies dictate relationships and opportunities.

- The Impact of Caste: Velutha's status as an Untouchable symbolizes the
profound injustices faced by those outside the upper castes. His love for
Ammu defies societal conventions, highlighting the theme of forbidden love
that runs throughout the narrative.

- Social Injustice: The consequences of transgressing these societal
boundaries are devastating, as seen in the tragic fate of Ammu and Velutha.
Roy uses these characters to illustrate the harsh realities of caste
discrimination and the emotional toll it takes on individuals.

Love and Loss

The exploration of love is multifaceted in the novel, encompassing different
forms of love—familial, romantic, and platonic. Each type is affected by the
broader societal constraints that dictate the characters' lives.

- Familial Relationships: The bond between Estha and Rahel is central to the
narrative. Their connection transcends the trauma they experience,
symbolizing a pure, untainted love amidst the chaos surrounding them.

- Romantic Love: The love between Ammu and Velutha is portrayed as both
beautiful and tragic. It serves as a rebellion against societal norms, yet
ultimately leads to their destruction.

Memory and Trauma

Memory plays a critical role in the narrative structure of The God of Small
Things. The non-linear timeline reflects how trauma can distort memory and
shape personal narratives.

- Childhood Memories: The novel frequently shifts between the twins' past and
present, demonstrating how their childhood experiences continue to haunt
them. The trauma of their shared past creates a lingering impact on their



adult lives.

- Narrative Style: Roy's use of fragmented storytelling mirrors the
disjointed nature of memory and trauma, allowing readers to feel the weight
of the characters' experiences.

Character Analysis

The characters in The God of Small Things are intricately crafted, each
embodying various aspects of the broader themes explored in the novel.

Ammu Ipe

Ammu is a complex character, embodying both strength and vulnerability. Her
defiance against societal norms in pursuit of love ultimately leads to her
downfall.

- Struggle for Identity: As a divorced woman in a patriarchal society, Ammu's
choices are severely restricted. Her relationship with Velutha signifies her
desire for freedom and agency, but it also underscores the tragic
consequences of challenging societal norms.

Estha and Rahel

The fraternal twins serve as the heart of the story, representing innocence
lost and the enduring power of sibling love.

- Shared Trauma: Their bond is a crucial source of strength, yet their shared
trauma manifests in profound emotional scars. Their reunion in adulthood
serves as a poignant reminder of their childhood experiences.

Velutha

Velutha stands as a symbol of resistance against the oppressive societal
structures of caste and class.

- Complex Persona: Despite being an Untouchable, Velutha is portrayed as
skilled and intelligent, challenging the stereotypes associated with his
caste. His relationship with Ammu serves as a testament to the power of love,
even in the face of societal disapproval.



Literary Techniques

Arundhati Roy employs various literary techniques that enhance the narrative
and deepen the reader's engagement with the text.

Symbolism

Roy's use of symbolism enriches the narrative, with recurring motifs that
echo the themes of love, loss, and societal constraints.

- The History House: The dilapidated family home serves as a symbol of both
the family's past and the societal changes that have impacted their lives. It
represents the intersection of personal and collective histories.

Imagery and Language

The novel is characterized by lush, evocative prose that immerses readers in
the sensory experiences of Kerala.

- Vivid Descriptions: Roy's descriptive language creates a vivid tableau of
the setting, allowing readers to feel the warmth of the sun, the texture of
the landscape, and the emotional weight of the characters' experiences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things is a masterful
exploration of the intricacies of human relationships, societal norms, and
the enduring impact of history on individual lives. Through its rich themes,
complex characters, and innovative narrative structure, the novel invites
readers to reflect on the small moments that shape our lives and the larger
societal forces that govern our existence. Roy's work remains a significant
contribution to literature, resonating with readers worldwide and continuing
to inspire discussions about love, loss, and the quest for identity in a
complex world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in 'The God of
Small Things'?
The central themes include social discrimination, family dynamics, love,



loss, and the impact of political history on personal lives.

How does Arundhati Roy use non-linear narrative in
the novel?
Roy employs a non-linear narrative to weave together past and present,
creating a rich tapestry of memories that reveal how past events shape the
characters' present lives.

What role does the setting play in 'The God of Small
Things'?
The setting of Kerala, India, serves as a backdrop that influences the
characters' identities and experiences, highlighting the cultural and social
issues inherent in the society.

Who are the main characters in 'The God of Small
Things' and what are their key struggles?
The main characters include Rahel, Estha, Ammu, and Velutha. Their key
struggles revolve around societal norms, forbidden love, and the lingering
trauma of their past.

What is the significance of the title 'The God of
Small Things'?
The title symbolizes the importance of small, everyday moments and details
that have profound impacts on the characters' lives, often overshadowed by
larger societal issues.

How does the novel address the concept of love?
The novel explores various forms of love, including familial, romantic, and
forbidden love, illustrating how these connections can transcend societal
boundaries but also lead to tragedy.

What is the impact of caste and social hierarchy in
the story?
Caste and social hierarchy are pivotal to the story, affecting relationships
and leading to tragic consequences, particularly in the forbidden love
between Ammu and Velutha.

How does Arundhati Roy portray the role of women in



the novel?
Roy portrays women as complex characters facing societal constraints,
illustrating their struggles for autonomy and the often oppressive nature of
patriarchal society.

What literary devices does Roy employ to enhance the
narrative?
Roy uses rich imagery, symbolism, and lyrical language to create an evocative
narrative, bringing emotional depth and vividness to the characters'
experiences.
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