
arithmetic series worksheet with
answers

Arithmetic series worksheet with answers is an invaluable resource for
students and educators alike. Understanding arithmetic series is fundamental
in mathematics, particularly in algebra and calculus. This article will delve
into the concept of arithmetic series, providing a detailed explanation,
examples, and a worksheet complete with answers for practice. By the end of
this article, readers will have a comprehensive understanding of arithmetic
series and how to solve related problems effectively.

What is an Arithmetic Series?

An arithmetic series is the sum of the terms of an arithmetic sequence, which
is a sequence of numbers in which the difference between consecutive terms is
constant. This difference is referred to as the "common difference." The
general form of an arithmetic sequence can be expressed as:

- \( a, a + d, a + 2d, a + 3d, \ldots \)

Where:
- \( a \) is the first term,
- \( d \) is the common difference.

The arithmetic series can be denoted as:

- \( S_n = a + (a + d) + (a + 2d) + \ldots + (a + (n-1)d) \)

Where \( S_n \) is the sum of the first \( n \) terms.

Formula for the Sum of an Arithmetic Series

The sum of the first \( n \) terms of an arithmetic series can be calculated
using the following formula:

\[
S_n = \frac{n}{2} (2a + (n-1)d)
\]

Alternatively, it can also be expressed as:

\[
S_n = \frac{n}{2} (a + l)
\]

Where:
- \( l \) is the last term of the series.

Understanding these formulas is crucial for solving problems related to
arithmetic series.



Examples of Arithmetic Series

To solidify comprehension, here are a few examples of arithmetic series:

Example 1: Basic Arithmetic Series

Consider the series: 2, 4, 6, 8, 10.

- First term (\( a \)) = 2
- Common difference (\( d \)) = 2
- Number of terms (\( n \)) = 5

Using the sum formula:

\[
S_n = \frac{n}{2} (2a + (n-1)d) = \frac{5}{2} (2 \times 2 + (5-1) \times 2) =
\frac{5}{2} (4 + 8) = \frac{5}{2} \times 12 = 30
\]

Thus, the sum of the series is 30.

Example 2: Series with Negative Common Difference

Consider the series: 10, 7, 4, 1, -2.

- First term (\( a \)) = 10
- Common difference (\( d \)) = -3
- Number of terms (\( n \)) = 5

Calculating the sum, we have:

\[
S_n = \frac{n}{2} (2a + (n-1)d) = \frac{5}{2} (2 \times 10 + (5-1) \times
(-3)) = \frac{5}{2} (20 - 12) = \frac{5}{2} \times 8 = 20
\]

So, the sum of this series is 20.

Creating an Arithmetic Series Worksheet

To help students practice their understanding of arithmetic series, here is a
worksheet that includes various problems along with answers.

Arithmetic Series Worksheet

Instructions: Calculate the sum of the arithmetic series for each of the
following problems.

1. Find the sum of the first 10 terms of the series: 5, 10, 15, ...



2. Determine the sum of the series: 100, 90, 80, ..., down to the last term
of 10.
3. Calculate the sum of the first 15 terms of the series: 3, 6, 9, ...
4. What is the sum of the series: 20, 18, 16, ..., until the last term of 2?
5. Find the sum of the first 8 terms of the series: 1, 4, 7, ...

Answers to the Arithmetic Series Worksheet

1. Sum:
- First term (\( a \)) = 5
- Common difference (\( d \)) = 5
- Number of terms (\( n \)) = 10

\[
S_n = \frac{10}{2} (2 \times 5 + (10-1) \times 5) = 5 \times (10 + 45) = 5
\times 55 = 275
\]

Answer: 275

2. Sum:
- First term (\( a \)) = 100
- Common difference (\( d \)) = -10
- Number of terms (\( n \)) = 10

\[
S_n = \frac{10}{2} (2 \times 100 + (10-1) \times (-10)) = 5 \times (200 - 90)
= 5 \times 110 = 550
\]

Answer: 550

3. Sum:
- First term (\( a \)) = 3
- Common difference (\( d \)) = 3
- Number of terms (\( n \)) = 15

\[
S_n = \frac{15}{2} (2 \times 3 + (15-1) \times 3) = \frac{15}{2} (6 + 42) =
\frac{15}{2} \times 48 = 360
\]

Answer: 360

4. Sum:
- First term (\( a \)) = 20
- Common difference (\( d \)) = -2
- Number of terms (\( n \)) = 10

\[
S_n = \frac{10}{2} (2 \times 20 + (10-1) \times (-2)) = 5 \times (40 - 18) =
5 \times 22 = 110
\]

Answer: 110

5. Sum:



- First term (\( a \)) = 1
- Common difference (\( d \)) = 3
- Number of terms (\( n \)) = 8

\[
S_n = \frac{8}{2} (2 \times 1 + (8-1) \times 3) = 4 \times (2 + 21) = 4
\times 23 = 92
\]

Answer: 92

Conclusion

In summary, an arithmetic series worksheet with answers is an excellent tool
for reinforcing the understanding of arithmetic series and their sums. By
practicing problems and applying the formulas, students can gain confidence
in solving arithmetic series problems, which will serve them well in their
mathematical education. With the examples and worksheet provided, learners
can now explore arithmetic series more deeply and improve their skills in
this essential area of mathematics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an arithmetic series?

An arithmetic series is the sum of the terms of an arithmetic sequence, where
each term after the first is formed by adding a constant difference to the
previous term.

How do you find the sum of an arithmetic series?

The sum of an arithmetic series can be calculated using the formula S_n = n/2
(a + l), where S_n is the sum, n is the number of terms, a is the first term,
and l is the last term.

What is the formula for the nth term of an arithmetic
sequence?

The formula for the nth term of an arithmetic sequence is given by a_n = a +
(n - 1)d, where a is the first term, d is the common difference, and n is the
term number.

Can you provide an example of an arithmetic series
worksheet problem?

Sure! If the first term of an arithmetic sequence is 3 and the common
difference is 5, find the sum of the first 10 terms. The answer is 150.

What are some common mistakes when working with



arithmetic series?

Common mistakes include miscalculating the common difference, incorrectly
applying the sum formula, and forgetting to include all terms in the series.

Where can I find arithmetic series worksheets with
answers?

Arithmetic series worksheets with answers can be found on educational
websites, math resource platforms, and in math textbooks that provide
practice problems.

What is the difference between an arithmetic sequence
and an arithmetic series?

An arithmetic sequence is a list of numbers with a common difference between
consecutive terms, while an arithmetic series is the sum of the terms in that
sequence.

How can I check my answers on an arithmetic series
worksheet?

You can check your answers by using the formulas for the sum and nth term of
an arithmetic series, or by comparing your results with the provided answer
key.

What level of math education typically covers
arithmetic series?

Arithmetic series are typically covered in middle school mathematics and
continue to be important in high school algebra courses.
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