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Articles of Confederation 1777 Worksheet Answer Key serves as an essential
educational tool for students studying the early governance of the United
States. The Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1781, represented the
first constitution of the United States and established a framework for
national governance. However, the limitations of the Articles became evident,
leading to their eventual replacement by the U.S. Constitution in 1789. This
article will provide a comprehensive overview of the Articles of
Confederation, its key features, weaknesses, and the historical context that
necessitated its eventual replacement, while also serving as a guide for
educators and students utilizing worksheets related to this pivotal document.

Historical Context of the Articles of
Confederation

The Articles of Confederation were drafted during a time of significant
upheaval and transformation in America. After declaring independence from
British rule in 1776, the newly formed states faced the challenge of
establishing a government that would unify them while respecting their
individual sovereignty.

Key Events Leading to the Articles

1. The Declaration of Independence (1776): This pivotal document not only
asserted the colonies' desire for independence but also set the stage for a
new form of government.

2. The Continental Congress: Earlier attempts at unification occurred through
the Continental Congress, where representatives from the colonies met to
coordinate the war effort against Britain.

3. Need for a Unified Government: As the Revolutionary War progressed, the
need for a centralized authority became apparent, leading to the creation of
the Articles.

Key Features of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation were officially adopted by the Continental
Congress in 1777 and ratified by the states in 1781. The document laid the
groundwork for governing the newly independent states.

Structure of Government

- Unicameral Legislature: The Articles established a single legislative body
with representatives from each state. Each state had one vote, regardless of



its size or population.

- No Executive Branch: There was no separate executive or judicial branch,
which meant enforcement of laws and resolutions relied heavily on state
authorities.

- Limited Powers: The central government had limited powers, primarily
focusing on foreign affairs and defense.

Major Provisions of the Articles

- Congressional Powers: Congress had the authority to declare war, make
peace, conduct foreign affairs, and regulate trade with Native Americans.

- State Sovereignty: Each state retained its sovereignty and independence,
with the Articles emphasizing the voluntary nature of the union.

- Amendment Process: Any amendments required the approval of all thirteen
states, making it exceedingly difficult to enact necessary changes.

Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

While the Articles of Confederation were a significant step towards self-
governance, they contained several weaknesses that ultimately hindered
effective governance.

Inability to Levy Taxes

- Congress lacked the power to impose taxes directly, relying instead on
contributions from the states, which were often insufficient and
inconsistent.

Regulatory Challenges

- The central government could not regulate interstate or foreign commerce,
leading to economic disarray and competition among states.

Military Limitations

- The inability to maintain a standing army made it challenging to defend
against external threats, as states were responsible for their own militias.

Legislative Inefficiencies

- The requirement for unanimous consent to amend the Articles or pass
significant legislation often led to stalemates, preventing necessary



reforms.

Impact and Legacy of the Articles of
Confederation

Despite their shortcomings, the Articles of Confederation played a crucial
role in the formation of the United States.

Foundation for Future Governance

- The Articles served as a stepping stone for the development of a more
robust federal government. They highlighted the need for a stronger central
authority, which eventually led to the drafting of the U.S. Constitution in
1787.

Shays' Rebellion

- Events such as Shays' Rebellion (1786–1787), an armed uprising by farmers
in Massachusetts protesting economic injustices, underscored the weaknesses
of the Articles and the inability of the federal government to respond
effectively.

Constitutional Convention of 1787

- The inadequacies of the Articles led to the Constitutional Convention,
where delegates designed a new framework of government that addressed the
concerns raised during the Articles' implementation.

Using the Articles of Confederation 1777
Worksheet

Educators often utilize worksheets to engage students with the content of the
Articles of Confederation. These can include questions, prompts for
discussions, and activities designed to deepen understanding.

Worksheet Components

1. Identify Key Terms: Students may be asked to define important terms such
as "confederation," "sovereignty," and "ratification."

2. Timeline Activities: Creating a timeline of events leading up to the
adoption of the Articles can help students contextualize its significance.

3. Comparative Analysis: Worksheets may encourage students to compare and
contrast the Articles of Confederation with the later U.S. Constitution,



highlighting differences in structure and power.

4. Discussion Questions: Open-ended questions can stimulate classroom
discussion about the effectiveness of the Articles and the lessons learned
during this period.

5. Case Studies: Analyzing events like Shays' Rebellion can provide insight
into the real-world implications of the Articles' weaknesses.

Answer Key for Worksheets

Providing an answer key for worksheets is essential for effective learning.
Here are some sample answers that might appear in a worksheet based on the
Articles of Confederation:

1. Key Terms:
- Confederation: A union of sovereign states, united for purposes of common
action.
- Sovereignty: The authority of a state to govern itself or another state.

2. Timeline Events:
- 1776: Declaration of Independence
- 1777: Drafting of the Articles of Confederation
- 1781: Ratification of the Articles of Confederation

3. Comparative Analysis:
- Structure: The Articles established a unicameral legislature, whereas the
Constitution created a bicameral legislature.
- Powers: The Constitution granted Congress the power to levy taxes, while
the Articles did not.

4. Discussion Questions:
- Why was the lack of a central executive viewed as a significant weakness in
the Articles of Confederation?
- How did Shays' Rebellion illustrate the limitations of the federal
government under the Articles?

5. Case Studies:
- Shays' Rebellion: An armed uprising led by Daniel Shays protesting economic
injustices, demonstrating the need for a stronger federal response.

Conclusion

The Articles of Confederation 1777 Worksheet Answer Key serves as an
invaluable resource for educators and students alike, facilitating a deeper
understanding of the historical context, structure, and limitations of the
Articles of Confederation. By examining this early attempt at governance,
students can appreciate the complexities and challenges faced by the founding
fathers as they sought to create a unified nation. The lessons learned from
the Articles continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about
federalism and the balance of power between state and national governments.
Understanding this foundational period in American history not only enriches
students' knowledge but also fosters critical thinking about the evolution of
governance in the United States.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main purpose of the Articles of
Confederation?

The main purpose of the Articles of Confederation was to establish a
framework for governance for the newly independent states, allowing them to
operate as a loose confederation while maintaining their sovereignty.

What were some of the weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation?

Some weaknesses included the lack of a strong central government, no power to
tax, inability to regulate interstate commerce, and the requirement for
unanimous consent for amendments.

How did the Articles of Confederation impact the
relationship between states?

The Articles of Confederation created a weak central authority, which led to
conflicts between states over trade, borders, and resources, as there was no
effective mechanism to resolve disputes.

What event highlighted the deficiencies of the
Articles of Confederation?

Shays' Rebellion in 1786-1787 highlighted the deficiencies, as it
demonstrated the federal government's inability to address economic unrest
and maintain order.

When were the Articles of Confederation ratified?

The Articles of Confederation were ratified on March 1, 1781, after all
thirteen states agreed to the document.

What document replaced the Articles of Confederation?

The United States Constitution replaced the Articles of Confederation in
1789, establishing a stronger federal government with more powers.
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