author of life as we knew it

Author of Life As We Knew It is the talented Susan Beth Pfeffer, an American
author renowned for her ability to weave compelling narratives that explore
complex themes through the lens of young adult fiction. Pfeffer's works often
delve into the realms of survival, family dynamics, and the human experience
in the face of adversity. Her novel, "Life As We Knew It," published in 2006,
has garnered significant acclaim and has become a staple in the young adult
dystopian genre. This article will explore Pfeffer's biography, her writing
style, the themes present in "Life As We Knew It," and the impact of her work
on readers and the literary community.

Biography of Susan Beth Pfeffer

Susan Beth Pfeffer was born on February 17, 1948, in Brooklyn, New York. From
an early age, she demonstrated a passion for storytelling, often creating her
own narratives. Pfeffer developed an interest in writing while attending
college at New York University, where she earned a degree in English. After
college, she embarked on a career in writing, initially focusing on
children’s literature and later transitioning to young adult fiction.

1. Early Life and Education
Born in Brooklyn, New York
Attended New York University
Degree in English

2. Writing Career

Initially wrote children's books

Transitioned to young adult fiction in the late 1970s

Published over 30 books, including novels, short stories, and nonfiction

Throughout her career, Pfeffer has received numerous accolades for her
contributions to literature, including the New Jersey Cherry Hill Public
Library's “Best Book” award for her novel "The Dead and the Gone," a
companion book to "Life As We Knew It." Her works often reflect her keen
understanding of human emotions and the challenges individuals face in
extreme circumstances.

Overview of "Life As We Knew It"

"Life As We Knew It" is set in a near-future world where a catastrophic event
drastically alters life on Earth. The story is told through the diary entries
of Miranda, a teenage girl who chronicles the aftermath of a meteor striking
the moon. This event leads to catastrophic weather changes, food shortages,
and societal breakdowns. The novel explores the impact of these events on



Miranda's family and their struggle for survival.

Plot Summary

The narrative begins with Miranda living a typical teenager's life, filled
with school, friends, and family. However, the world quickly shifts when a
meteor collides with the moon, causing it to move closer to Earth. The
consequences are immediate and devastating:

- Natural disasters such as tsunamis and earthquakes
- Severe weather patterns leading to extreme cold and heat
- Disruptions in agriculture, resulting in food shortages

As the story progresses, Miranda's family must adapt to their new reality,
facing the challenges of survival with limited resources. The narrative
captures the emotional turmoil and resilience of the characters as they
navigate their transformed world.

Main Characters

1. Miranda

- Protagonist and narrator

- A typical teenager whose life is turned upside down
- Exhibits growth and maturity throughout the story

2. Laura

- Miranda's mother

- A strong and resourceful figure who keeps the family together
- Represents parental love and determination

3. Jonny

- Miranda's younger brother

- His innocence contrasts with the harsh realities they face
- Serves as a motivation for Miranda and Laura to persevere

4. Grandpa

- Miranda's grandfather, who moves in with the family

- His character adds depth and emotional weight to the narrative
- Represents the older generation's struggle to adapt

Themes in "Life As We Knew It"

Pfeffer's novel is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers,
particularly young adults. Some of the most prominent themes include:



1. Survival and Resilience

- The characters face numerous challenges that test their limits.

- The novel explores the lengths to which individuals will go to protect
their loved ones.

2. Family Dynamics

- The shifting roles within the family unit are central to the story.
- The bond between Miranda and her family strengthens in the face of
adversity.

3. Loss and Grief

- The characters experience significant loss, both physically and
emotionally.

- Pfeffer expertly captures the stages of grief as the family grapples with
their new reality.

4. Hope and Despair

- Amid the bleak circumstances, moments of hope emerge.

- The characters learn to find joy in small victories, highlighting the human
spirit's resilience.

Writing Style and Techniques

Susan Beth Pfeffer's writing style in "Life As We Knew It" is characterized
by its simplicity and emotional depth. The use of diary entries allows
readers to connect intimately with Miranda's thoughts and feelings. This
first-person perspective creates a sense of immediacy and urgency, drawing
readers into the story.

1. Emotional Authenticity

- Pfeffer captures the raw emotions of her characters, making them relatable.
- The inner monologues reveal the characters' fears and hopes, fostering
empathy in readers.

2. Realistic Dialogue

- The conversations between characters feel genuine and grounded.

- Pfeffer's ability to write believable dialogue enhances character
development.

3. Descriptive Imagery

- Vivid descriptions of the changing world around Miranda immerse readers in
the setting.

- The contrast between the normalcy of her previous life and the chaos that
ensues makes the narrative more impactful.



Impact on Readers and Literature

"Life As We Knew It" has left a lasting impact on its readers and the
literary community. It has become a seminal text in the dystopian genre,
inspiring discussions about climate change, resource scarcity, and the
fragility of society. The novel's realistic portrayal of survival captivates
young adults, resonating with their fears and aspirations.

1. Influence on Young Adult Fiction

- The book paved the way for other dystopian narratives, influencing authors
and publishers.

- Its success has led to a resurgence of interest in survival-themed stories
within young adult literature.

2. Reader Engagement

- Readers often express deep emotional connections to the characters and
their struggles.

- Book clubs and discussions surrounding the novel frequently focus on its
themes of resilience and hope.

3. Critical Acclaim

- The novel received positive reviews from critics, highlighting its
emotional depth and realistic portrayal of crisis.

- Pfeffer has been recognized as a significant voice in young adult
literature, with her works being used in educational settings to discuss
survival, ethics, and family dynamics.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the author of Life As We Knew It, Susan Beth Pfeffer, has made
a significant mark on young adult literature through her engaging
storytelling and exploration of profound themes. Her ability to craft
relatable characters and immerse readers in a world of survival against
overwhelming odds resonates with audiences of all ages. As society continues
to face real-world challenges related to climate change and resource
scarcity, Pfeffer's work serves as both a cautionary tale and a source of
inspiration. "Life As We Knew It" stands as a testament to the power of
resilience and the enduring strength of the human spirit, securing its place
in the hearts of readers and the annals of contemporary literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Life As We Knew It'?

The author of 'Life As We Knew It' is Susan Beth Pfeffer.



What genre does 'Life As We Knew It' belong to?

'Life As We Knew It' is a young adult dystopian novel.

What is the main premise of 'Life As We Knew It'?

The novel explores a catastrophic event that changes the world, focusing on a
family's survival in a drastically altered environment.

When was 'Life As We Knew It' first published?
'Life As We Knew It' was first published in 2006.

Is 'Life As We Knew It' part of a series?

Yes, 'Life As We Knew It' is the first book in the Last Survivors series.

What themes are prevalent in 'Life As We Knew It'?

Key themes include survival, family dynamics, and the impact of climate
change.

What narrative style is used in 'Life As We Knew
It'?

The novel is written in the form of a diary, capturing the protagonist's
thoughts and experiences.

Has 'Life As We Knew It' received any awards?

Yes, 'Life As We Knew It' has received several accolades, including being
named a New York Times bestseller.
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