
aztlan a journal of chicano studies
Aztlán: A Journal of Chicano Studies is a seminal publication that has played
a pivotal role in the academic discourse surrounding Chicano studies since
its inception in 1970. Published by the University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA), this interdisciplinary journal serves as a platform for scholarly
work focused on the cultural, historical, and political experiences of
Chicanos and Chicanas in the United States. The journal seeks to explore the
complexities of identity, social justice, and the ongoing struggles faced by
Mexican Americans and other Latino populations. Over the decades, Aztlán has
not only chronicled the Chicano experience but has also contributed to
broader discussions about race, ethnicity, and representation in academia.

Historical Context

Origins of Aztlán

Aztlán was founded during a period of significant social and political
upheaval in the United States. The late 1960s and early 1970s saw the rise of
the Chicano civil rights movement, which aimed to address issues such as
discrimination, land rights, and educational access for Mexican Americans.
The name "Aztlán" itself is derived from the mythical homeland of the Aztecs,
symbolizing a deep cultural heritage and a call for empowerment among
Chicanos.

The journal was established by key figures in the Chicano studies movement,
including renowned scholars such as Chon A. Noriega and Carlos Muñoz Jr.
Their vision was to create a scholarly space where Chicano voices could be
heard and where research could reflect the lived experiences of this
community. Aztlán has since become a cornerstone in the field, providing a
critical platform for emerging scholars and established academics alike.

Editorial Mission

The editorial mission of Aztlán includes the following objectives:

1. Promoting Scholarship: The journal aims to publish high-quality, peer-
reviewed articles that contribute to the academic understanding of Chicano
and Latino experiences.
2. Interdisciplinary Approach: Aztlán encourages submissions from various
fields, including history, sociology, literature, and cultural studies,
fostering a comprehensive exploration of Chicano issues.
3. Community Engagement: The journal seeks to connect academic discourse with
community activism, emphasizing the importance of research that is relevant



to the lives of Chicanos and their struggles.
4. Cultural Representation: By prioritizing the voices of Chicano scholars
and artists, Aztlán aims to challenge dominant narratives and promote diverse
perspectives within academia.

Content and Themes

Types of Articles

Aztlán publishes a variety of content types, including:

- Research Articles: In-depth studies that present original research findings
related to Chicano history, culture, and identity.
- Essays: Reflective pieces that explore personal narratives, cultural
critiques, or theoretical perspectives on Chicano issues.
- Book Reviews: Critical evaluations of recent publications in Chicano
studies, providing insights into new research and thought in the field.
- Interviews: Conversations with influential figures in the Chicano
community, offering firsthand accounts and perspectives.

Recurring Themes

Throughout its publication history, Aztlán has addressed several recurring
themes, including:

1. Identity and Culture: Exploration of what it means to be Chicano in
contemporary society, including discussions on cultural hybridity and the
preservation of traditions.
2. Social Justice and Activism: Analysis of the ongoing struggles for civil
rights, immigration reform, and economic justice that impact the Chicano
community.
3. Historical Memory: Examination of historical events and figures that have
shaped the Chicano experience, emphasizing the importance of memory in
cultural identity.
4. Art and Literature: Investigation of the role of artistic expression in
Chicano culture, highlighting how literature, visual arts, and performance
reflect social realities.

Impact on Academia and Society



Influence on Scholarship

Aztlán has made a significant impact on Chicano studies and related fields.
It has been instrumental in establishing Chicano studies as a legitimate
academic discipline, paving the way for the development of academic programs
across universities in the United States and beyond. The journal has provided
a forum for scholars to share innovative research methodologies and
theoretical frameworks, fostering a collaborative academic environment.

The publication has also helped to elevate the scholarship of
underrepresented voices, ensuring that diverse narratives are included in the
broader academic conversation. Many scholars who have published in Aztlán
have gone on to become leading figures in Chicano studies, contributing to
the field's growth and evolution.

Societal Implications

Beyond its academic contributions, Aztlán has had a profound societal impact.
The journal serves as a bridge between academia and the Chicano community,
facilitating dialogue and understanding between scholars and activists. By
addressing pressing social issues through research, Aztlán has helped to
raise awareness about the challenges faced by Mexican Americans and other
Latino communities.

Additionally, the journal has played a role in shaping public policy
discussions and community initiatives. Research published in Aztlán often
informs advocacy efforts and community organizing, underscoring the
importance of scholarship in effecting social change.

Challenges and Future Directions

Challenges in Chicano Studies

Despite its successes, Aztlán and the field of Chicano studies face several
challenges:

1. Funding and Resources: Many Chicano studies programs are underfunded,
which can hinder research opportunities and the publication of critical
scholarship.
2. Institutional Support: There is often a lack of institutional support for
Chicano studies within universities, leading to challenges in attracting and
retaining faculty and students.
3. Representation: While Aztlán has made strides in promoting diverse voices,
there is still work to be done to ensure that marginalized communities within



the Chicano umbrella are represented.

Future Directions

Looking ahead, Aztlán aims to continue its mission while adapting to the
changing landscape of academia and society. Some potential future directions
include:

- Increased Digital Accessibility: Expanding online access to articles and
resources to reach a broader audience, including community members and
educators.
- Collaborative Projects: Engaging in interdisciplinary collaborations with
other fields to address complex social issues affecting Chicanos and Latinos.
- Youth Engagement: Developing programs or initiatives that involve younger
generations in Chicano studies, fostering a new wave of scholarship and
activism.

Conclusion

In its more than five decades of publication, Aztlán: A Journal of Chicano
Studies has established itself as a vital resource for scholars, activists,
and community members alike. Its commitment to exploring the nuances of
Chicano identity, culture, and social justice makes it an indispensable part
of the academic landscape. As it moves forward, Aztlán will undoubtedly
continue to inspire and inform discussions around Chicano studies, ensuring
that the voices of this vibrant community remain at the forefront of
scholarly inquiry. The journal's legacy is not just in its past
contributions, but in its ongoing mission to illuminate the Chicano
experience and advocate for social change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Aztlán: A Journal of Chicano Studies'?
'Aztlán: A Journal of Chicano Studies' is an academic journal that publishes
scholarly articles, essays, and reviews focused on Chicano culture, history,
and identity.

When was 'Aztlán: A Journal of Chicano Studies'
first published?
'Aztlán' was first published in 1970 and has since become a key platform for
Chicano scholarship.



What topics does 'Aztlán' cover?
'Aztlán' covers a wide range of topics including literature, history,
sociology, politics, and art related to the Chicano experience.

Who are the typical contributors to 'Aztlán'?
Contributors to 'Aztlán' typically include scholars, researchers, and writers
who focus on Chicano and Latino studies.

How often is 'Aztlán' published?
'Aztlán' is published biannually, with issues released in the spring and
fall.

Is 'Aztlán' peer-reviewed?
Yes, 'Aztlán' is a peer-reviewed journal, ensuring that all published work
meets high academic standards.

What is the significance of 'Aztlán' in Chicano
studies?
'Aztlán' holds significant importance as it provides a dedicated space for
the exploration and dissemination of Chicano thought and cultural expression.

Where can one access past issues of 'Aztlán'?
Past issues of 'Aztlán' can be accessed through academic databases,
libraries, and the journal's official website.

Are there any notable articles published in
'Aztlán'?
Yes, 'Aztlán' has published numerous influential articles that have shaped
the field of Chicano studies, covering diverse subjects from historical
analyses to contemporary cultural critiques.

How can one submit an article to 'Aztlán'?
Authors can submit articles to 'Aztlán' by following the submission
guidelines outlined on the journal's official website, which includes
formatting requirements and deadlines.
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