
bachelor of applied science criminal
justice

Bachelor of Applied Science in Criminal Justice is an increasingly popular
academic route for individuals interested in pursuing careers within the
criminal justice system. This degree provides a comprehensive understanding
of law enforcement, corrections, the legal system, and the societal
implications of crime. As crime continues to evolve with society, so too does
the need for professionals who are well-equipped to tackle these challenges.
In this article, we will explore the core components of the Bachelor of
Applied Science in Criminal Justice, its curriculum, career opportunities,
and the benefits of pursuing this degree.

Understanding the Bachelor of Applied Science
in Criminal Justice

The Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) in Criminal Justice is designed to
prepare students for various roles in the criminal justice field. Unlike
traditional Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degrees, the BAS
emphasizes practical skills and applied knowledge, making it particularly
appealing to those looking to enter the workforce promptly after graduation.

Program Overview

The BAS in Criminal Justice typically spans four years and combines
theoretical instruction with hands-on learning experiences. The program often
includes a mix of core courses, electives, and practical training
opportunities such as internships or fieldwork.

Key components of the program include:

- Criminal Law and Procedure: Understanding the laws that govern criminal
behavior and the procedures followed in the legal system.
- Ethics in Criminal Justice: Examining moral principles and ethical dilemmas
faced by professionals in the field.
- Criminology: Studying the causes and consequences of crime, including
sociological and psychological perspectives.
- Policy and Administration: Focusing on the management of criminal justice
organizations and the development of policies.

Curriculum Highlights

A typical curriculum for a Bachelor of Applied Science in Criminal Justice
may include the following courses:

1. Introduction to Criminal Justice: Overview of the criminal justice system,
including law enforcement, courts, and corrections.
2. Criminal Justice Research Methods: Techniques for conducting research in
criminal justice, including data collection and analysis.
3. Forensic Science: Introduction to the scientific methods used to collect



and analyze evidence in criminal investigations.
4. Community Policing: Strategies for building partnerships between law
enforcement and communities to enhance public safety.
5. Victimology: Study of victims of crime and their role in the criminal
justice system.
6. Crisis Management: Techniques for effectively managing crises and
emergencies within the criminal justice context.

Optional electives may allow students to specialize in areas such as juvenile
justice, cybercrime, or homeland security.

Career Opportunities

Graduates with a Bachelor of Applied Science in Criminal Justice can pursue a
variety of career paths. The diverse nature of the program equips students
with skills applicable in numerous sectors related to public safety and law
enforcement.

Potential Career Paths

1. Law Enforcement Officer: Engaging in patrol duties, investigating crimes,
and enforcing laws at local, state, or federal levels.
2. Probation Officer: Supervising offenders placed on probation instead of
serving time in prison, ensuring compliance with court-ordered conditions.
3. Corrections Officer: Overseeing individuals in jails or prisons, ensuring
their safety and security while promoting rehabilitation.
4. Criminal Investigator: Conducting investigations to solve crimes, gather
evidence, and build cases against suspects.
5. Forensic Analyst: Analyzing physical evidence from crime scenes to assist
in criminal investigations.
6. Crime Analyst: Using data to identify trends in criminal activity and
develop strategies for prevention and intervention.
7. Security Management: Overseeing the security operations of businesses,
institutions, or events.

Job Market and Salary Expectations

The job market for criminal justice professionals remains robust, with demand
for skilled workers across various roles. According to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics (BLS), job growth for police officers and detectives is
projected to grow by 5% from 2020 to 2030. The median annual wage for police
and detectives was approximately $67,290 in 2020. Salaries can vary
significantly based on location, experience, and specific roles within the
criminal justice system.

Benefits of Pursuing a Bachelor of Applied
Science in Criminal Justice

There are numerous advantages to pursuing a Bachelor of Applied Science in
Criminal Justice. Here are some of the most significant benefits:



1. Practical Skills Development

The BAS program focuses on providing students with practical skills that are
directly transferable to the workplace. This emphasis on applied knowledge
prepares graduates to effectively handle real-world challenges in the
criminal justice field.

2. Diverse Career Options

Graduates are not limited to one specific career path; instead, they have the
flexibility to explore a wide range of opportunities. The diverse nature of
the program allows students to tailor their education to match their
interests and career goals.

3. Strong Job Outlook

With continued investment in public safety and law enforcement, job
opportunities in criminal justice are expected to grow. The increasing focus
on community safety, crime prevention, and rehabilitation supports a stable
job market for graduates.

4. Community Impact

A career in criminal justice allows individuals to make a positive impact on
their communities. Whether through law enforcement, rehabilitation, or policy
development, graduates play a vital role in promoting public safety and
justice.

5. Networking Opportunities

Many criminal justice programs offer opportunities for networking through
internships, guest lectures, and partnerships with local law enforcement
agencies. These connections can be invaluable when seeking employment after
graduation.

Conclusion

The Bachelor of Applied Science in Criminal Justice is a valuable degree for
those interested in pursuing a career in the criminal justice system. By
providing a solid foundation of both theoretical knowledge and practical
skills, this program prepares graduates to navigate the complexities of law
enforcement, corrections, and the legal system. With a diverse range of
career opportunities and a positive job outlook, pursuing a BAS in Criminal
Justice can lead to a fulfilling and impactful career. As society continues
to confront new challenges related to crime and public safety, the need for
well-educated and skilled professionals in this field has never been greater.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Bachelor of Applied Science in Criminal
Justice?

A Bachelor of Applied Science in Criminal Justice is an undergraduate degree
program that focuses on the application of criminal justice principles and
practices, combining theoretical knowledge with practical skills relevant to
law enforcement, corrections, and legal studies.

What career opportunities are available with a
Bachelor of Applied Science in Criminal Justice?

Graduates can pursue various careers, including law enforcement officer,
probation officer, criminal investigator, forensic analyst, and roles in
corrections and security management.

What are the core subjects studied in a Bachelor of
Applied Science in Criminal Justice program?

Core subjects typically include criminology, ethics in criminal justice,
criminal law, criminal procedure, and research methods in criminal justice.

How does a Bachelor of Applied Science differ from a
Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice?

A Bachelor of Applied Science focuses more on practical application and
technical skills, while a Bachelor of Arts often emphasizes theoretical and
liberal arts aspects of criminal justice.

Is an internship required for a Bachelor of Applied
Science in Criminal Justice?

Many programs encourage or require internships to provide students with
hands-on experience in the field, enhancing their employability upon
graduation.

What skills can I expect to gain from this degree?

Students can expect to gain skills in critical thinking, problem-solving,
communication, ethical reasoning, and a thorough understanding of the
criminal justice system.

Can I pursue a master's degree after completing a
Bachelor of Applied Science in Criminal Justice?

Yes, graduates can pursue advanced degrees such as a Master of Science in
Criminal Justice, Master of Public Administration, or even law school.



What is the typical duration of a Bachelor of Applied
Science in Criminal Justice program?

Most programs can be completed in four years of full-time study, though part-
time options may be available.

Are online programs available for a Bachelor of
Applied Science in Criminal Justice?

Yes, many universities offer online programs that provide flexibility for
students who may be working or have other commitments.

What are some of the challenges faced by students in
this program?

Students may face challenges such as balancing coursework with practical
training, understanding complex legal concepts, and staying updated on the
evolving nature of criminal law and justice practices.
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