
auto da compadecida
Auto da Compadecida is a seminal work in Brazilian literature and theater, penned by
the playwright Ariano Suassuna. First performed in 1955, it is a rich blend of comedy,
drama, and folklore, reflecting the cultural and social fabric of northeastern Brazil. The
play intertwines elements of Christianity with local traditions, creating a narrative that
resonates deeply with audiences. This article delves into the themes, characters, and
significance of Auto da Compadecida, exploring its impact on Brazilian culture and its
enduring legacy.

Background of the Play

Ariano Suassuna: The Playwright

Ariano Suassuna was born in 1927 in a small town in the state of Paraíba, Brazil. His
upbringing in the arid, culturally rich northeast heavily influenced his writing. Suassuna
was a fervent advocate for the preservation of regional culture, and his works often reflect
the oral traditions, folklore, and popular beliefs of his homeland. He sought to create a
distinct Brazilian voice in literature and theater, a mission that culminated in the creation
of Auto da Compadecida.

Historical Context

The mid-20th century in Brazil was marked by significant social and political changes,
including the rise of populism and a growing sense of national identity. During this period,
cultural movements began to emerge, emphasizing local traditions and the importance of
folklore. Auto da Compadecida was part of this broader movement, serving as a vehicle for
both entertainment and social commentary.

Plot Summary

Auto da Compadecida is set in the fictional town of Taperoá and follows the adventures of
two main characters: João Grilo, a clever and resourceful man, and Chicó, his cowardly but
good-hearted friend. The story unfolds in a series of comedic and dramatic episodes that
explore themes of faith, morality, and the human condition.

Key Events

1. The Encounter with the Devil: The play opens with João Grilo and Chicó encountering



the Devil, who seeks to claim their souls. Through wit and cunning, they manage to
outsmart him, showcasing the theme of human ingenuity against malevolent forces.

2. The Trials of João Grilo: Throughout the play, João faces various trials, including issues
of love, betrayal, and justice. His relationship with the beautiful Rosinha adds a romantic
subplot that complicates their adventures.

3. The Role of the Compadecida (Our Lady of Compassion): The character of Our Lady of
Compassion, or the Compadecida, plays a pivotal role in the story. She symbolizes mercy
and compassion, intervening to save João and Chicó from their dire situations and
reminding them of the importance of faith.

4. The Finale: The culmination of the play occurs in a courtroom scene, where the
characters must face the consequences of their actions. The interplay between divine
justice and human folly is brought to the forefront, leaving audiences to ponder the moral
implications.

Themes

Auto da Compadecida is rich in thematic content, reflecting the complexities of human
existence and the cultural nuances of Brazilian society.

Faith and Divine Mercy

One of the central themes of the play is the exploration of faith and divine mercy. The
character of the Compadecida serves as a reminder of the importance of compassion and
forgiveness. Her interventions highlight the belief that even the most flawed individuals
can find redemption through faith.

Social Critique

The play also serves as a sharp critique of social injustices prevalent in Brazilian society.
Through humor and satire, Suassuna addresses issues such as poverty, corruption, and
the exploitation of the vulnerable. The characters' struggles reflect the everyday realities
faced by many in the northeastern region, making the play both relevant and poignant.

The Power of Cleverness and Wit

João Grilo's character embodies the idea that intelligence and resourcefulness can triumph
over brute strength or authority. His cleverness allows him to navigate complex situations,
often outsmarting those in power. This theme resonates with audiences, particularly in a
society where the marginalized often rely on wit to survive.



Characters

The characters in Auto da Compadecida are richly drawn, each contributing to the play's
overall message and humor.

Main Characters

- João Grilo: The protagonist, known for his cunning and quick thinking. He represents the
everyman, using his wit to navigate life's challenges.

- Chicó: João's friend, who is characterized by his cowardice but possesses a good heart.
His loyalty to João adds depth to their friendship.

- Rosinha: The love interest of João Grilo, whose affections complicate the plot. She
represents the idealized woman in Brazilian culture.

- The Devil: A comedic yet menacing figure who attempts to claim the souls of João and
Chicó, embodying the forces of evil.

- The Compadecida: A divine figure who embodies mercy and compassion, intervening to
offer salvation to the characters.

Supporting Characters

- The Priest: Represents the authority of the Church, often critiqued for his hypocrisy.

- The Judge: A symbol of corruption and injustice in the legal system.

- The Townsfolk: Various characters that represent the diverse social strata of Brazilian
society, each contributing to the narrative through their actions and beliefs.

Significance and Legacy

Auto da Compadecida has become a cornerstone of Brazilian theater and literature. Its
unique blend of comedy, drama, and social critique has made it a beloved classic. The play
has been adapted into various forms, including a successful film in 2000, which brought
the story to a wider audience and introduced Suassuna's work to a new generation.

Cultural Impact

The play has played a crucial role in promoting awareness of northeastern Brazilian
culture and folklore. By incorporating local dialects, customs, and beliefs, Suassuna has



contributed to the preservation of regional identity. The themes of the play continue to
resonate with audiences, making it relevant in contemporary discussions about faith,
morality, and social justice.

Influence on Brazilian Literature and Theater

Auto da Compadecida has inspired countless playwrights and authors in Brazil. Its
innovative structure and rich thematic content have paved the way for new forms of
storytelling that challenge traditional narratives. The play's enduring popularity is a
testament to Suassuna's skill as a playwright and his ability to capture the essence of the
human experience.

Conclusion

Auto da Compadecida stands as a monumental work in Brazilian culture, reflecting the
complexities of faith, morality, and social justice. Through its engaging characters and
humorous yet poignant narrative, Ariano Suassuna has created a timeless piece that
continues to resonate with audiences. The play serves as a reminder of the power of wit
and ingenuity in the face of adversity, encapsulating the spirit of the Brazilian people. Its
legacy endures, inspiring both artists and audiences to explore the rich tapestry of
Brazilian folklore and the universal themes of human existence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Auto da Compadecida' about?
'Auto da Compadecida' is a Brazilian play written by Ariano Suassuna that combines
elements of comedy and drama, exploring themes of faith, morality, and social justice
through the adventures of two main characters, João Grilo and Chicó.

Who are the main characters in 'Auto da Compadecida'?
The main characters are João Grilo, a clever and resourceful poor man, and Chicó, his
naive and cowardly friend. Together, they navigate a series of misadventures in the
Brazilian Northeast.

What is the significance of the title 'Auto da
Compadecida'?
The title translates to 'The Compassionate One's Play' and refers to the Virgin Mary, who
plays a pivotal role in the story, showcasing themes of compassion, redemption, and divine
intervention.



How has 'Auto da Compadecida' been adapted in other
media?
'Auto da Compadecida' has been adapted into a successful film in 2000 and a television
miniseries, both of which have contributed to its popularity and cultural significance in
Brazil.

What themes are explored in 'Auto da Compadecida'?
The play explores themes such as the struggle between good and evil, the nature of
justice, the critique of social inequalities, and the importance of faith and redemption.

What is the cultural impact of 'Auto da Compadecida' in
Brazil?
'Auto da Compadecida' is considered a classic of Brazilian literature and theater,
influencing generations of writers, artists, and filmmakers, and remains a staple in
Brazilian cultural education.

Who is the author of 'Auto da Compadecida'?
The play was written by Ariano Suassuna, a renowned Brazilian playwright, novelist, and
poet, known for his works that celebrate Brazilian folklore and regional culture.

What is the setting of 'Auto da Compadecida'?
The story is set in the impoverished rural Northeast of Brazil, reflecting the region's social
realities and cultural nuances, which play a significant role in the narrative.

Why is 'Auto da Compadecida' considered a blend of
comedy and tragedy?
The play employs humor to address serious social issues, creating a balance between
comedic elements and tragic circumstances, which allows for both entertainment and
reflection on deeper moral questions.
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