AUSTRALIAN 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS LYRICS

AUSTRALIAN 12 DAYS oF CHRISTMAS LYRICS ARE A FESTIVE TWIST ON THE CLASSIC CAROL, REFLECTING THE UNIQUE CULTURE
AND LIFESTYLE OF AUSTRALIA DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON. W/HILE THE ORIGINAL SONG DEPICTS A SERIES OF EXTRAVAGANT
GIFTS, THE AUSTRALIAN VERSION REPLACES THESE WITH ICONIC SYMBOLS OF AUSTRALIAN LIFE, MAKING IT A BELOVED STAPLE
DURING CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS DOWN UNDER. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE LYRICS OF THE AUSTRALIAN 12 DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS, DELVE INTO ITS CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, AND HOW IT COMPARES TO THE TRADITIONAL VERSION.

THE ORIGIN OF THE 12 DAYS oF CHRISTMAS

THE ORIGINAL 12 DAYS ofF CHRISTMAS” SONG DATES BACK TO THE 18TH CENTURY AND HAS ITS ROOTS IN ENGLAND. IT
TRADITIONALLY LISTS A SERIES OF INCREASINGLY GRAND GIFTS GIVEN ON EACH DAY OF CHRISTMAS, BEGINNING ON DECEMBER 25
AND CULMINATING ON JANUARY 5, WHICH IS KNOWN AS THE TWELFTH NIGHT. EACH VERSE BUILDS UPON THE PREVIOUS ONES,
CREATING A CUMULATIVE EFFECT THAT MAKES IT A FUN AND ENGAGING SONG TO SING.

ADAPTING THE LYRICS FOR AUSTRALIA

AS AUSTRALIA DEVELOPED ITS OWN CULTURAL IDENTITY, SO TOO DID ITS INTERPRETATIONS OF TRADITIONAL SONGS. THe
AUSTRALIAN VERSION OF “ 12 DAYS of CHRISTMAS” INCORPORATES ELEMENTS THAT ARE DISTINCTLY AUSTRALIAN, INCLUDING
NATIVE ANIMALS, ICONIC FOODS, AND CULTURAL REFERENCES. THIS ADAPTATION NOT ONLY MAKES THE SONG MORE RELATABLE
FOR AUSTRALIANS BUT ALSO SHOWCASES THE COUNTRY'S UNIQUE HERITAGE.

THE LYRrRICS oF THE AUSTRALIAN 12 DAYS oF CHRISTMAS

THE AUSTRALIAN 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS LYRICS TYPICALLY INCLUDE A RANGE OF GIFTS THAT ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
AUSTRALIAN LIFESTYLE. BELOW IS A COMMON VERSION OF THE LYRICS:

1. ON THE FIRST DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

2. ON THE SECOND DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
TWO TURTLE DOVES,
AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

3. ON THE THIRD DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
THREE KANGAROOS,

TwO TURTLE DOVES,

AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

4. ON THE FOURTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
FOUR KOALAS CLIMBING,

THREE KANGAROOS,

TwoO TURTLE DOVES,

AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

5. ON THE FIFTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
FIVE GOLDEN WATTLE,

FOUR KOALAS CLIMBING,

THREE KANGAROOS,

TwO TURTLE DOVES,

AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.



6. ON THE SIXTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
SIX WHITE BOOMERANGS,

FIVE GOLDEN WATTLE,

FOUR KOALAS CLIMBING,

THREE KANGAROOS,

TWwO TURTLE DOVES,

AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

7. ON THE SEVENTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
SEVEN SWANS A-SWIMMING,

SIX WHITE BOOMERANGS,

FIVE GOLDEN WATTLE,

FOUR KOALAS CLIMBING,

THREE KANGAROOS,

TWO TURTLE DOVES,

AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

8. ON THE EIGHTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
EIGHT SPIDERS SPINNING,

SEVEN SWANS A-SWIMMING,

SIX WHITE BOOMERANGS,

FIVE GOLDEN WATTLE,

FOUR KOALAS CLIMBING,

THREE KANGAROOS,

TwO TURTLE DOVES,

AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

Q. ON THE NINTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
NINE POSSUMS PLAYING,

EIGHT SPIDERS SPINNING,

SEVEN SWANS A-SWIMMING,

SIX WHITE BOOMERANGS,

FIVE GOLDEN WATTLE,

FOUR KOALAS CLIMBING,

THREE KANGAROOS,

TWO TURTLE DOVES,

AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

10. ON THE TENTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
TEN DINGOES DANCING,

NINE POSSUMS PLAYING,

EIGHT SPIDERS SPINNING,

SEVEN SWANS A-SWIMMING,

SIX WHITE BOOMERANGS,

FIVE GOLDEN WATTLE,

FOUR KOALAS CLIMBING,

THREE KANGAROOS,

TWO TURTLE DOVES,

AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

11. ON THE ELEVENTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
ELEVEN EMUS RUNNING,

TEN DINGOES DANCING,

NINE POSSUMS PLAYING,

EIGHT SPIDERS SPINNING,

SEVEN SWANS A-SWIMMING,

SIX WHITE BOOMERANGS,

FIVE GOLDEN WATTLE,

FOUR KOALAS CLIMBING,



THREE KANGAROOS,
TWwO TURTLE DOVES,
AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

12. ON THE TWELFTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS, MY TRUE LOVE GAVE TO ME:
TWELVE PUBS A-POPPING,

ELEVEN EMUS RUNNING,

TEN DINGOES DANCING,

NINE POSSUMS PLAYING,

EIGHT SPIDERS SPINNING,

SEVEN SWANS A-SWIMMING,

SIX WHITE BOOMERANGS,

FIVE GOLDEN WATTLE,

FOUR KOALAS CLIMBING,

THREE KANGAROOS,

TWO TURTLE DOVES,

AND A KOOKABURRA IN A GUM TREE.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE AUSTRALIAN VERSION

THE AUSTRALIAN 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS LYRICS RESONATE WITH MANY AUSTRALIANS FOR SEVERAL REASONS:

o CEeLEBRATION OF NATURE: THE SONG HIGHLIGHTS AUSTRALIA’S UNIQUE WILDLIFE AND FLORA, FOSTERING A SENSE OF
PRIDE IN THE COUNTRY'S NATURAL HERITAGE.

o COMMUNITY SPIRIT: THE PLAYFUL NATURE OF THE SONG ENCOURAGES GROUP PARTICIPATION, MAKING IT POPULAR IN
SCHOOLS, COMMUNITY EVENTS, AND FAMILY GATHERINGS DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON.

® HUMOR AND FUN: THE LIGHTHEARTED LYRICS AND QUIRKY IMAGERY MAKE IT AN ENTERTAINING SONG, OFTEN PROMPTING
LAUGHTER AND JOY AMONG LISTENERS AND SINGERS ALIKE.

COMPARISON WITH THE TRADITIONAL VERSION

WHILE THE TRADITIONAL “ 12 DAYS oF CHRISTMAS” FEATURES GIFTS THAT ARE OFTEN LUXURIOUS AND EXTRAVAGANT, THE
AUSTRALIAN ADAPTATION FOCUSES ON ELEMENTS THAT ARE MORE ACCESSIBLE AND RELATABLE TO EVERYDAY LIFE IN
AUSTRALIA. THIS CONTRAST REFLECTS THE LAID-BACK, HUMOROUS NATURE OF AUSTRALIAN CULTURE. NOTABLY, THE
AUSTRALIAN VERSION REPLACES OPULENT GIFTS WITH LOCAL WILDLIFE AND CULTURAL ICONS, MAKING IT UNIQUELY APPEALING
TO AUSTRALIANS AND THOSE FAMILIAR WITH THE COUNTRY.

CoNCLUSION

IN coNcLUSION, THE AUSTRALIAN 12 DAYS oF CHRISTMAS LYRICS PROVIDE A DELIGHTFUL AND HUMOROUS TAKE ON A CLASSIC
HOLIDAY SONG. BY INCORPORATING ELEMENTS OF AUSTRALIAN CULTURE, IT NOT ONLY ENTERTAINS BUT ALSO FOSTERS A SENSE
OF COMMUNITY AND PRIDE IN THE NATION’S UNIQUE IDENTITY. WHETHER SUNG AT CHRISTMAS PARTIES, FAMILY GATHERINGS, OR
COMMUNITY EVENTS, THIS RENDITION OF THE BELOVED CAROL IS SURE TO BRING SMILES AND LAUGHTER DURING THE FESTIVE
SEASON. SO, GATHER YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY, AND GET READY TO BELT OUT THIS ICONIC AUSTRALIAN VERSION OF A
CHRISTMAS cLASSIC!



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE THEME OF THE AUSTRALIAN VERSION OF ' 12 DAYS oF CHRISTMAS'?

THE AUSTRALIAN VERSION FEATURES UNIQUE GIFTS THAT REFLECT AUSTRALIAN CULTURE AND WILDLIFE, SUCH AS ‘TWO
KANGAROOS' AND 'THREE EMUS A-LAYING .

How Do THE LYRICS OF THE AUSTRALIAN ‘12 DAYS oF CHRISTMAS' DIFFER FROM THE
TRADITIONAL VERSION?

THE AUSTRALIAN LYRICS REPLACE TRADITIONAL ITEMS WITH LOCAL FLORA AND FAUNA, MAKING IT MORE RELATABLE TO AN
AUSTRALIAN AUDIENCE.

\WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF GIFTS MENTIONED IN THE AUSTRALIAN ‘12 DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS'?

SOME GIFTS INCLUDE 'SIX BUSH TURKEYS', ‘FIVE GOLDEN WATTLE', AND ‘FOUR KOALAS CLIMBING .

Is THE AUSTRALIAN ' 12 DAYS oF CHRISTMAS' POPULAR IN SCHOOLS AND HOLIDAY
PERFORMANCES?

YES/ IT IS OFTEN PERFORMED IN SCHOOLS AND HOLIDAY EVENTS, CELEBRATING AUSTRALIAN CULTURE DURING CHRISTMAS.

\W/HO POPULARIZED THE AUSTRALIAN VERSION OF ' 12 DAYS ofF CHRISTMAS'?

THE AUSTRALIAN VERSION WAS POPULARIZED BY VARIOUS ARTISTS AND HAS BEEN ADAPTED IN MULTIPLE RECORDINGS, OFTEN
DURING THE FESTIVE SEASON.

CAN YOU FIND A VERSION OF THE AUSTRALIAN ' 12 DAYS oF CHRISTMAS' ONLINE?

YES/ MANY VERSIONS CAN BE FOUND ON PLATFORMS LIKE YOUTUBE, \WHERE ARTISTS PERFORM THEIR INTERPRETATIONS OF THE
SONG.

IS THERE A SPECIFIC MELODY USED FOR THE AUSTRALIAN ‘12 DAYS oF CHRISTMAS'?

YES, IT USES THE SAME MELODY AS THE TRADITIONAL 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS', ALLOWING FOR EASY SING-ALONG WITH THE
ALTERED LYRICS.
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