
ballet shoes by noel streatfield
Ballet shoes by Noel Streatfield have captured the hearts and imaginations of
readers since their first publication. This enchanting story, part of the
beloved "Shoes" series, delves into the world of dance, ambition, and the
pursuit of dreams. Streatfield has a unique way of intertwining the themes of
childhood aspirations with the rigors of artistic discipline, making her
works both relatable and inspiring for young readers and adults alike. In
this article, we will explore the significance of ballet shoes in
Streatfield's narrative, the characters that bring the story to life, and the
broader themes of creativity and perseverance that resonate throughout the
book.

Overview of Ballet Shoes

Ballet Shoes was first published in 1936 and has since become a classic of
children's literature. The story follows three sisters—Pauline, Petrova, and
Posy—who are orphaned and raised by their guardian, the eccentric Professor
Matthew Brown. Each girl possesses distinctive talents and dreams, with dance
being a central theme in their lives. The ballet shoes symbolize not just the
art of dance but also the journey of self-discovery and the pursuit of
personal aspirations.

The Symbolism of Ballet Shoes

In Streatfield's narrative, ballet shoes serve as a powerful symbol of the
girls' aspirations and individuality. Here are some key aspects of their
symbolism:

Dreams and Aspirations: The ballet shoes represent the girls' dreams of
becoming successful performers. Each sister's relationship with dance
reflects her unique personality and ambitions.

Discipline and Hard Work: Ballet is portrayed as a demanding art form
that requires dedication, perseverance, and rigorous training. The shoes
symbolize the commitment necessary to achieve greatness in any field.

Identity and Self-Expression: Each girl's connection to ballet reflects
her journey of self-discovery. The dance becomes a means for them to
express their individuality and navigate their challenges.



Main Characters and Their Journeys

The story's three main characters embody different aspects of talent,
ambition, and the challenges faced in the pursuit of their dreams.

Pauline

Pauline is the eldest of the three sisters and exhibits a natural flair for
acting and performance. She dreams of being on stage and experiences the
struggles and triumphs of pursuing a career in the performing arts. Her
character illustrates:

Leadership: As the eldest, she often takes on a leadership role, guiding
her sisters through their challenges.

Ambition: Pauline’s journey reflects the highs and lows of artistic
ambition, including the pressure to succeed and the sacrifices required.

Identity Exploration: Through her performances, Pauline explores her
identity, learning who she is beyond her familial responsibilities.

Petrova

Petrova is the middle sister and has a passion for mechanics and aviation
rather than performance arts. Her character emphasizes:

Individuality: Petrova’s love for mechanics challenges traditional
gender roles and highlights the importance of following one's true
passion.

Conflict: She faces internal conflict between her family's expectations
and her desire to pursue a non-traditional career.

Resilience: Petrova’s story is a testament to resilience and the courage
to stand firm in one’s beliefs.

Posy

Posy, the youngest sister, is a gifted ballet dancer. Her character



exemplifies:

Talent: Posy's exceptional talent in ballet showcases the beauty and
grace of dance, making her the most dedicated to the art form.

Innocence and Determination: Despite her youth, Posy demonstrates a
fierce determination to succeed, which is both inspiring and poignant.

Growth: Throughout the narrative, Posy matures as she navigates the
complexities of competition and artistic expression.

Thematic Elements in Ballet Shoes

Ballet Shoes is rich in themes that resonate with readers of all ages. Some
of the most significant themes include:

Perseverance and Hard Work

Streatfield emphasizes the idea that success in any field—be it dance,
acting, or mechanics—requires perseverance and hard work. The characters face
numerous challenges, but their dedication to their craft ultimately leads to
growth and achievement. This theme encourages readers to understand the value
of resilience in the face of adversity.

The Importance of Family and Support

The bond between the sisters is central to the narrative. Their support for
one another during difficult times showcases the importance of family and
friendship. Streatfield illustrates how love and encouragement can help
individuals overcome obstacles and pursue their dreams.

Exploration of Gender Roles

Through characters like Petrova, Streatfield addresses the limitations of
traditional gender roles. Petrova's desire to pursue a career in mechanics
serves as a commentary on societal expectations and the importance of
breaking free from constraints to follow one's true passion.



The Cultural Impact of Ballet Shoes

Ballet Shoes has left a lasting impact on children's literature and continues
to be celebrated in various forms. Its themes of ambition, family, and self-
discovery resonate with generations of readers. The book has inspired
adaptations in theater and film, bringing Streatfield's timeless story to new
audiences.

Adaptations and Modern Relevance

Ballet Shoes has been adapted into various media, including a BBC television
film in 2007. These adaptations help introduce the story to younger
generations, ensuring that its themes remain relevant in contemporary
discussions about ambition, creativity, and gender roles.

Conclusion

In conclusion, ballet shoes by Noel Streatfield is much more than a
children's story about dance; it is a poignant exploration of dreams,
identity, and the pursuit of passion. Through the experiences of Pauline,
Petrova, and Posy, readers are invited to reflect on their journeys, embrace
their individuality, and understand the importance of perseverance.
Streatfield's narrative continues to inspire and encourage young readers to
follow their dreams, making Ballet Shoes a timeless classic that will remain
beloved for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Ballet Shoes' by Noel
Streatfeild?
The main theme of 'Ballet Shoes' revolves around the pursuit of dreams, the
importance of family, and the challenges of artistic ambition, as the three
adopted sisters navigate their aspirations in the world of dance and
performance.

Who are the main characters in 'Ballet Shoes'?
The main characters in 'Ballet Shoes' are Pauline, Petrova, and Posy Fossil,
three sisters who are raised together and each have their own unique talents
and aspirations, particularly in the performing arts.



How does 'Ballet Shoes' address the concept of
gender roles?
Noel Streatfeild's 'Ballet Shoes' addresses gender roles by showcasing the
different paths that the sisters take, highlighting the societal expectations
of women in the early 20th century, while also emphasizing their independence
and pursuit of personal goals.

What impact has 'Ballet Shoes' had on children's
literature?
'Ballet Shoes' has had a significant impact on children's literature by
popularizing stories that focus on the arts, showcasing strong female
characters, and inspiring generations of readers to pursue their dreams in
dance and other creative fields.

What is the historical context of 'Ballet Shoes'?
'Ballet Shoes' was published in 1936, during a time when ballet and the
performing arts were becoming more mainstream, reflecting the cultural shifts
of the era and offering insights into the challenges faced by aspiring
artists during the interwar period.
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