
bassett furniture identification and
value guide
bassett furniture identification and value guide offers an essential resource
for collectors, dealers, and enthusiasts interested in understanding the
history, characteristics, and market worth of Bassett furniture. This
comprehensive guide explores the key elements needed to accurately identify
authentic Bassett pieces, including labels, construction techniques, and
design styles. Additionally, it provides insight into factors influencing the
value of Bassett furniture, from age and condition to rarity and demand.
Whether dealing with vintage or contemporary items, this article outlines
practical tips to assess worth and avoid common pitfalls. The information is
designed to empower readers with reliable knowledge for buying, selling, or
appraising Bassett furniture confidently. Below is an organized overview of
the main topics covered in this guide.

History and Background of Bassett Furniture

How to Identify Bassett Furniture

Common Styles and Collections

Factors Affecting Bassett Furniture Value

Tips for Authenticity Verification

Market Trends and Pricing

History and Background of Bassett Furniture
Bassett Furniture Industries, founded in 1902 in Bassett, Virginia, is one of
the oldest and most respected American furniture manufacturers. Known for
quality craftsmanship and a wide range of styles, Bassett has evolved over
more than a century to adapt to changing market tastes while maintaining its
commitment to durable and stylish home furnishings. The company initially
specialized in bedroom and dining room furniture, gradually expanding into
living room and occasional furniture. Bassett’s reputation for combining
traditional woodworking techniques with modern manufacturing has made its
products highly collectible and valued.



How to Identify Bassett Furniture
Accurate identification of Bassett furniture is critical for collectors and
appraisers. Recognizing genuine Bassett pieces involves examining labels,
construction methods, and design details. Over the decades, Bassett has used
various labels and stamps, which serve as reliable indicators of authenticity
and production era.

Labels and Marks
Bassett furniture typically features a manufacturer’s label or stamp that can
be found inside drawers, on the back, or underneath pieces. These labels vary
depending on the production period:

Early 1900s: Paper labels with the company name and location.

Mid-20th Century: Metal tags or embossed marks on the wood.

Recent Years: Printed stickers or branded stamps with model numbers.

Labels often include the Bassett name, the town of Bassett, Virginia, and
sometimes a style or model number, aiding in dating the furniture.

Construction Techniques
Bassett furniture is known for sturdy construction using quality hardwoods
such as oak, cherry, and maple. Traditional joinery such as dovetail joints
in drawers is a hallmark of authentic pieces. Additionally, consistent
finishes and hardware styles help differentiate original Bassett furniture
from reproductions or similar brands.

Common Styles and Collections
Bassett has produced a wide array of furniture styles catering to various
tastes, ranging from classic traditional to modern contemporary.
Understanding these styles helps in correct identification and valuation.

Traditional and Colonial Styles
Many early Bassett pieces reflect traditional American and Colonial Revival
influences, featuring elegant lines, turned legs, and rich wood finishes.
These styles are popular among collectors for their timeless appeal.



Mid-Century Modern
During the 1950s and 1960s, Bassett embraced the Mid-Century Modern movement,
offering sleek, minimalist designs with tapered legs and simplified forms.
These pieces are sought after in today’s vintage furniture market.

Contemporary and Casual Collections
More recent Bassett furniture includes casual and contemporary designs that
emphasize comfort and versatility. These collections often incorporate mixed
materials and offer a variety of finishes to suit modern home décor.

Factors Affecting Bassett Furniture Value
The value of Bassett furniture depends on multiple variables, which should be
carefully considered during appraisal or purchase decisions.

Age and Rarity
Older pieces, particularly those from the early 20th century or limited
production runs, tend to command higher prices. Rare models or discontinued
collections may also have increased collector interest.

Condition and Originality
Furniture in excellent condition with original finishes, hardware, and labels
generally has greater value. Restorations or modifications can diminish worth
unless executed professionally and sympathetically.

Style Popularity
Styles currently in demand, such as Mid-Century Modern, often fetch premium
prices. Conversely, less fashionable styles may sell for lower amounts
despite historical significance.

Authenticity and provenance

Market demand and trends

Completeness of sets or matching pieces

Functionality and usability



Tips for Authenticity Verification
Ensuring a Bassett piece is authentic involves a combination of visual
inspection, research, and expert consultation. Below are practical tips to
verify authenticity:

Examine labels carefully for manufacturer details and production dates.1.

Check construction quality, including joinery and wood type.2.

Compare furniture style with known Bassett catalogs or archives.3.

Look for hardware consistency matching the era.4.

Consult professional appraisers or collectors specializing in Bassett5.
furniture.

Market Trends and Pricing
The market for Bassett furniture has experienced fluctuations influenced by
interior design trends, economic conditions, and collector interest.
Currently, demand for vintage and mid-century Bassett pieces is robust,
driving up values in those categories. Contemporary Bassett furniture retains
stable resale value due to its quality and brand recognition, particularly in
well-maintained condition. Sellers should monitor auction results, dealer
listings, and online marketplaces to gauge current pricing accurately.
Understanding these market dynamics is essential for making informed
decisions related to buying or selling Bassett furniture.

Frequently Asked Questions

How can I identify authentic Bassett Furniture
pieces?
Authentic Bassett Furniture pieces typically have a label or stamp indicating
the Bassett brand. Look for metal tags, paper labels, or embossed marks
usually found inside drawers, on the back, or underneath furniture. The
style, construction quality, and materials used can also help in
identification.

What are the key features to look for in vintage
Bassett Furniture?
Vintage Bassett Furniture often features solid wood construction, dovetail



joints, and mid-century modern or traditional design styles. Look for
original hardware, consistent craftsmanship, and any identifying marks or
labels that can help date the piece.

Where can I find the production date on Bassett
Furniture?
The production date on Bassett Furniture can sometimes be found on the label
or stamp, which may include a date code or a serial number. If no date is
visible, research the style and hardware used to estimate the production era.

How much is my Bassett Furniture worth?
The value of Bassett Furniture depends on factors such as age, condition,
rarity, style, and demand. Mid-century modern pieces and limited editions
tend to fetch higher prices. Consulting a professional appraiser or checking
recent sales on auction sites can provide a better estimate.

Are mid-century Bassett Furniture pieces more
valuable than newer models?
Generally, mid-century Bassett Furniture pieces are more sought after due to
their design, craftsmanship, and popularity in vintage markets, which can
make them more valuable than newer models. However, condition and rarity play
crucial roles in value.

Can I restore Bassett Furniture to increase its
value?
Yes, carefully restoring Bassett Furniture by repairing structural damage,
refinishing surfaces, and replacing missing hardware can increase its value.
It’s important to preserve original features as much as possible to maintain
authenticity.

Where can I sell or buy Bassett Furniture for the
best value?
You can sell or buy Bassett Furniture through online marketplaces like eBay,
Etsy, or specialized vintage furniture websites. Local antique shops, estate
sales, and auction houses are also good options to find fair market value.

Additional Resources
1. Bassett Furniture: Identification & Value Guide
This comprehensive guide offers detailed information on Bassett furniture
pieces from the company's inception to contemporary designs. It includes



high-quality photographs, historical background, and tips for identifying
authentic Bassett items. Collectors and enthusiasts will find it invaluable
for assessing the value and condition of their furniture.

2. The Complete Bassett Furniture Collector’s Handbook
A thorough handbook designed for both novice and seasoned collectors, this
book covers various Bassett furniture styles and production eras. It provides
insights into manufacturing techniques, marks, and signatures that help in
accurate identification. Additionally, it offers market value trends and
restoration advice.

3. Bassett Furniture: A History and Price Guide
This title traces the evolution of Bassett Furniture through the decades,
highlighting key design changes and popular collections. Alongside historical
context, it provides current pricing to assist buyers, sellers, and
appraisers. The guide is illustrated with clear photographs for easy
comparison.

4. Mid-Century Modern Bassett: Identification and Valuation
Focusing on the sought-after mid-century modern era, this book dives deep
into Bassett’s iconic furniture from the 1940s to 1960s. It outlines
identifying features, designer collaborations, and market demand. Collectors
will appreciate the detailed valuation charts and care instructions.

5. Antique Bassett Furniture: Identification & Price Guide
Ideal for antique furniture collectors, this guide specializes in early
Bassett pieces, including Victorian and colonial revival styles. It assists
readers in distinguishing genuine antiques from reproductions by examining
materials and craftsmanship. The book also covers restoration techniques and
pricing guidelines.

6. Bassett Furniture Marks and Labels: Identification Guide
This focused resource catalogs the various marks, labels, and stamps used by
Bassett throughout its history. Understanding these identifiers is crucial
for authentication and dating purposes. The book includes high-resolution
images and explanations of each mark’s significance.

7. Collecting Bassett Furniture: Value, Care, and Identification
A practical guide for collectors, this book emphasizes the care and
maintenance of Bassett furniture alongside identification tips. It includes
advice on spotting fakes, understanding wood types, and evaluating condition
for accurate valuation. The guide is rich with photographs and expert
insights.

8. The Bassett Furniture Price Guide: Past and Present
This price guide offers a detailed overview of Bassett furniture prices,
tracking changes from vintage to modern pieces. It serves as a useful tool
for buyers, sellers, and appraisers seeking up-to-date market values. The
book also discusses factors that influence pricing, such as rarity and
condition.



9. Bassett Furniture Styles: Identification and Historical Context
This book explores the various design styles Bassett Furniture has produced,
from traditional to contemporary. It provides historical context for each
style, helping readers understand the cultural and design influences behind
the pieces. Identification tips and value assessments accompany every style
discussed.
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