
beat it michael jackson guitar tab

beat it michael jackson guitar tab is a popular search query among guitarists
aiming to master one of the most iconic rock and pop fusion songs ever
created. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the guitar tabs for
"Beat It," the legendary track from Michael Jackson’s Thriller album, known
for its memorable riffs and Eddie Van Halen’s explosive guitar solo.
Understanding the beat it michael jackson guitar tab is essential for
musicians who want to replicate the song’s energy and precision. This guide
breaks down the song structure, key riffs, and solo techniques to help
guitarists of all levels. Additionally, it offers tips on playing style,
equipment recommendations, and practice strategies to enhance performance.
Whether you are a beginner or an advanced player, this comprehensive overview
will equip you with valuable insights into the iconic beat it michael jackson
guitar tab and its musical nuances.
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Understanding the Beat It Michael Jackson
Guitar Tab
The beat it michael jackson guitar tab refers to the transcription of the
guitar parts played in the song “Beat It,” which combines rock and pop
elements in a unique way. The song features rhythm guitar riffs interlaced
with a technically demanding lead solo, making it a favorite for both rhythm
and lead guitar players. The tab typically includes notation for chords,
single-note lines, and the famous solo, capturing the essence of the original
recording. Understanding the tab requires familiarity with standard guitar
tuning and basic tablature reading skills. The song is played in standard E
tuning, and the tab is often segmented into intro, verse riffs, chorus, and
solo sections for easier learning.

Song Structure and Tab Layout
The song’s structure is straightforward, consisting of an intro riff, verses,
choruses, and a solo break before returning to the chorus. The beat it



michael jackson guitar tab mirrors this layout, allowing players to follow
along sequentially. Tabs are typically divided into sections to highlight the
varying techniques used throughout the song. This organization helps
guitarists focus on mastering each part individually before assembling the
entire track.

Notation and Symbols Used in the Tab
Guitar tabs for “Beat It” employ common tablature symbols to indicate
techniques like bends, slides, hammer-ons, and pull-offs. Understanding these
symbols is crucial to accurately replicating the phrasing and feel of the
original guitar parts. The tab may also include timing indicators to help
capture the groove and syncopation that define the song’s rhythm.

Breaking Down the Main Riffs
The iconic riffs in beat it michael jackson guitar tab serve as the backbone
of the song, providing a driving rhythm that blends rock guitar with pop
sensibility. The main riff is built around power chords and palm-muted single
notes, establishing a punchy and aggressive tone. Learning these riffs
requires attention to timing and muting techniques to maintain the song’s
energy.

Intro Riff
The intro riff is instantly recognizable, featuring a combination of open and
fretted notes that set the mood for the entire song. It utilizes syncopated
rhythms and requires precise picking to maintain clarity. The beat it michael
jackson guitar tab for this section details the exact finger positions and
strumming patterns necessary to capture the groove.

Verse and Chorus Riffs
During the verses and choruses, the guitar parts shift slightly to complement
the vocal lines while maintaining rhythmic interest. The chords become more
sustained, and the palm muting is adjusted to create dynamics. The tab
outlines these variations, allowing players to adapt their technique
accordingly.

Key Techniques in the Riffs

Palm Muting: Essential for controlling note sustain and creating
percussive effects.

Alternate Picking: Helps maintain speed and accuracy across the riff.

Power Chords: Provide the harmonic foundation with a strong rock feel.

Syncopation: Adds rhythmic complexity and drive.



Mastering the Solo Section
The guitar solo in beat it michael jackson guitar tab is a standout feature,
famously performed by Eddie Van Halen. It showcases advanced techniques such
as tapping, rapid legato runs, and expressive bends. Learning this solo
requires dedication and a solid grasp of lead guitar fundamentals.

Solo Breakdown
The solo is divided into phrases, each with distinct melodic and technical
elements. The tab presents these phrases with detailed notation, including
finger positioning and timing. Breaking the solo into manageable parts allows
players to focus on difficult sections before combining them.

Techniques Used in the Solo

Tapping: Utilizes both hands on the fretboard for fast, fluid notes.

Hammer-Ons and Pull-Offs: Create smooth transitions between notes.

Bends and Vibrato: Add emotional expression and sustain.

Fast Alternate Picking: Ensures clarity and speed.

Tips for Learning the Solo
Practicing the solo slowly with a metronome is critical to building
precision. Players should focus on clean execution of each technique before
increasing speed. Using a loop pedal or software to isolate solo sections can
aid in repetitive practice. Mastering the solo enhances overall lead guitar
skills and brings authenticity to the beat it michael jackson guitar tab
experience.

Playing Techniques and Tips
Successful rendition of the beat it michael jackson guitar tab depends
heavily on technique and stylistic nuances. The song combines rhythmic
tightness with lead virtuosity, requiring a balanced approach to both
aspects.

Rhythm Guitar Techniques
Maintaining consistent palm muting and tight alternate picking in the rhythm
parts ensures the iconic groove remains intact. Muting unwanted strings and
controlling dynamics are essential to replicate the original tone.



Lead Guitar Techniques
For the solo, precision in finger placement and timing is vital. Techniques
like tapping should be practiced slowly to avoid muddiness. Incorporating
expressive elements such as bends and vibrato enhances the solo’s emotional
impact.

General Tips

Use a metronome to develop timing and speed gradually.

Record practice sessions to identify areas for improvement.

Focus on finger strength and flexibility exercises.

Listen to the original track repeatedly to internalize phrasing.

Recommended Gear and Settings
The tone of the beat it michael jackson guitar tab is heavily influenced by
gear choice and amplifier settings. Achieving a sound close to the original
recording involves understanding the equipment used by Eddie Van Halen and
tailoring it to your setup.

Guitar Choice
Eddie Van Halen famously used a Frankenstrat guitar, known for its high-
output pickups and unique modifications. While an exact replica is not
necessary, a guitar equipped with humbuckers or high-output single coils
helps replicate the aggressive tone.

Amplifier and Effects
The original tone combines distortion with a mid-range focused EQ setting.
Using a tube amplifier with moderate gain and a boost pedal can help achieve
the desired sound. Delay and reverb effects are generally minimal, keeping
the tone direct and punchy.

Suggested Settings

Gain: Moderate to high for distortion without excessive noise.

Bass: Moderate to maintain fullness.

Midrange: Slightly boosted for presence.



Treble: Balanced to avoid harshness.

Practice Strategies for Accuracy and Speed
Mastering the beat it michael jackson guitar tab demands disciplined practice
focused on both accuracy and speed. This section outlines effective methods
to develop these essential skills.

Slow Practice and Gradual Speed Increase
Starting at a slower tempo allows for correct finger placement and clean
execution. Gradually increasing speed with a metronome helps build muscle
memory without sacrificing precision.

Isolating Difficult Sections
Breaking the song into smaller sections and focusing on challenging parts
prevents overwhelm and improves retention. Looping these segments during
practice can reinforce learning.

Incorporating Finger Exercises
Regular finger strength and dexterity exercises improve the ability to
perform fast runs and complex techniques found in the solo and riffs.

Consistent Daily Practice
Short, focused practice sessions each day yield better results than
infrequent long sessions. Consistency reinforces learning and builds
endurance.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the official guitar tab for Michael
Jackson's 'Beat It'?
The official guitar tab for 'Beat It' by Michael Jackson can be found on
authorized music tab websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, or in official
Michael Jackson guitar tab books.

How difficult is the 'Beat It' guitar solo for
beginners?
The 'Beat It' guitar solo, originally played by Eddie Van Halen, is



considered intermediate to advanced level due to its fast tempo, tapping
techniques, and intricate licks.

Does the 'Beat It' guitar tab include the famous
Eddie Van Halen solo?
Yes, most complete guitar tabs for 'Beat It' include the iconic Eddie Van
Halen solo, which is a highlight of the song and essential for an accurate
cover.

Are there any video tutorials that teach the 'Beat
It' guitar solo?
Yes, many guitar instructors on YouTube provide step-by-step video tutorials
for learning the 'Beat It' guitar solo, breaking down the riffs and
techniques used.

What tuning is used for the 'Beat It' guitar tab?
'Beat It' is played in standard tuning (E A D G B e), so the guitar tab
reflects this standard tuning.

Can I play the 'Beat It' guitar tab on an acoustic
guitar?
Yes, you can play the 'Beat It' guitar tab on an acoustic guitar, but to
capture the original tone and feel, an electric guitar with distortion is
preferred.

Are there simplified versions of the 'Beat It'
guitar tab for beginners?
Yes, many websites and instructors offer simplified or easy versions of the
'Beat It' guitar tab that reduce the complexity of the solo and riffs for
beginner players.

What techniques are essential to master for playing
the 'Beat It' guitar solo?
Key techniques include fast alternate picking, hammer-ons and pull-offs,
tapping, and precise bending to replicate the expressiveness of the solo.

Is it necessary to learn the entire 'Beat It' guitar
tab to perform the song?
Not necessarily; you can choose to learn just the main riffs or the solo



depending on your skill level and performance goals, but mastering the full
tab gives the most authentic rendition.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Michael Jackson's "Beat It": Guitar Tab and Techniques
This book offers detailed guitar tablature for "Beat It," along with step-by-
step guidance on how to capture the iconic riffs and solos that define the
song. It delves into Eddie Van Halen's legendary solo, breaking down the
techniques used to achieve his distinctive sound. Ideal for intermediate
guitarists looking to elevate their skills with one of rock history's most
famous solos.

2. The Art of Michael Jackson's Guitar Work: "Beat It" and Beyond
Explore the fusion of rock and pop in Michael Jackson's music with a focus on
"Beat It." This book provides comprehensive tabs and musical analysis,
explaining how the guitar parts contribute to the song's energy and mood. It
also includes practice exercises inspired by the song's riffs to help players
improve timing and accuracy.

3. Rock Guitar Essentials: Playing "Beat It" by Michael Jackson
Designed for guitarists wanting to learn classic rock tunes, this book breaks
down "Beat It" with clear tablature and rhythm notation. Readers get tips on
tone settings, picking techniques, and phrasing to replicate the song’s
signature sound. The book also offers insights into the collaboration between
Michael Jackson and Eddie Van Halen.

4. Electric Guitar Tabs: Michael Jackson's Greatest Hits Featuring "Beat It"
A collection of guitar tabs for Michael Jackson’s top hits, featuring an in-
depth look at "Beat It." This volume provides detailed notation and chord
charts, making it accessible for players at varying skill levels. It
emphasizes the guitar's role in Jackson's music and includes historical
background on the track.

5. Guitar Solo Secrets: Unlocking Eddie Van Halen’s "Beat It" Performance
Focused on the legendary solo in "Beat It," this book breaks down Eddie Van
Halen’s techniques, including tapping, hammer-ons, and pull-offs. It offers
slow-motion tablature and practice drills to help guitarists master the
intricate solo. The book also discusses Van Halen’s influence on pop and rock
guitar styles.

6. Michael Jackson's "Beat It": A Guitar Player’s Guide to the Classic Riff
This guide concentrates on the main riff and rhythm guitar parts of "Beat
It," providing detailed tab and rhythm exercises. It explains the song’s
structure and how the guitar complements the overall arrangement. The book is
perfect for players aiming to add this iconic riff to their repertoire.

7. Pop and Rock Guitar Fusion: Learning "Beat It" from Michael Jackson
This instructional book explores the blend of pop and rock elements in "Beat
It," with guitar tabs and performance tips. It highlights how to achieve the



right tone and feel for the song’s guitar parts. Readers will find advice on
integrating similar techniques into their own playing style.

8. The Complete Guide to 80s Guitar Hits: Featuring Michael Jackson’s "Beat
It"
A comprehensive resource covering major 80s guitar hits, including detailed
tabs for "Beat It." This book contextualizes the song within the decade’s
musical trends and provides practice routines. It is an excellent tool for
guitarists interested in mastering the sound of the 1980s.

9. Guitar Techniques from the King of Pop: Michael Jackson’s "Beat It"
Explained
This book breaks down the guitar techniques used in "Beat It," focusing on
rhythm, lead, and solo parts. It includes exercises to develop speed,
accuracy, and expression as demonstrated in the track. The book also offers
insights into the recording process and the collaboration with Eddie Van
Halen.
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