author of legend of sleepy hollow

Author of Legend of Sleepy Hollow, Washington Irving, is celebrated as one of
the most influential figures in American literature. Born in the late 18th
century, Irving’s works have left an indelible mark on the literary
landscape, particularly through his short stories, essays, and travel
writings. In this article, we will explore the life, literary contributions,
and lasting legacy of Washington Irving, focusing on his most famous tale,
"The Legend of Sleepy Hollow."

Washington Irving: A Brief Biography

Washington Irving was born on April 3, 1783, in New York City to a merchant
family. He was the youngest of eleven children and grew up during a time when
America was still finding its identity. Early exposure to literature,
combined with his family's support, fostered a love for writing within him.

Education and Early Career

Irving attended the University of Edinburgh, but his time there was cut short
due to his family's financial troubles. He returned to New York and began his
career as a writer and editor. His early work included contributions to
various periodicals, where he developed his distinctive style that blended
humor and sentiment.

Literary Influences

Irving was influenced by several writers, including:

- British Romantic Poets: The works of poets like Lord Byron and Samuel
Taylor Coleridge sparked Irving’s imagination and inspired his early
writings.

- German Folklore: He was particularly drawn to German folk tales, which
would later influence his own storytelling style.

- American Folklore: Irving's interest in American themes and folklore helped
him carve a niche for himself as one of the first American authors to gain
international recognition.

Major Works of Washington Irving

Irving's literary career spanned several decades, during which he produced a



variety of works. Some of his most notable contributions include:

The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent.

Published in 1819-1820, this collection of essays and stories established
Irving as a major literary figure. It included the famous tales "Rip Van
Winkle" and "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow." The book's blend of humor,
nostalgia, and social commentary resonated with readers.

Rip Van Winkle

"Rip Van Winkle," another iconic tale from The Sketch Book, tells the story
of a man who falls asleep in the Catskill Mountains and wakes up twenty years
later to a changed world. This story captures themes of change and the
passage of time, reflecting the societal shifts occurring in early America.

Other Notable Works

In addition to his short stories, Irving authored several other important
works, including:

- A History of New York: A satirical history of New York City, written under
the pseudonym Diedrich Knickerbocker.

- Tales of the Alhambra: A collection of essays and stories inspired by
Irving's travels in Spain, showcasing his love for history and culture.

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow: An Analysis

"The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," written in 1820, remains one of Irving's most

enduring works. Set in a quaint village near the Tarry Town of New York, the

story follows the character Ichabod Crane, a schoolteacher with an insatiable
appetite for food and a fear of ghosts.

Plot Summary

The plot revolves around Ichabod’s rivalry with Brom Bones, a local hero who
is also vying for the affections of Katrina Van Tassel, a wealthy farmer's
daughter. The climax occurs when Ichabod encounters the legendary Headless
Horseman, a ghostly figure said to be the spirit of a Hessian soldier who
lost his head during the Revolutionary War.



Themes and Symbolism

Several themes and symbols are prominent in "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow":

- Fear and Superstition: The story encapsulates the tension between
rationality and superstition, reflecting the fears that were prevalent in
early American society.

- Rural vs. Urban: Through Ichabod's character, Irving explores the
differences between rural and urban lifestyles, highlighting the simplicity
of country life compared to the complexities of city living.

- The American Dream: The tale also touches upon the concept of the American
Dream, as Ichabod seeks wealth and social status through marriage, only to be
thwarted by his rival.

Legacy of Washington Irving

Washington Irving's influence extends far beyond his lifetime. He is often
regarded as the "Father of American Literature" for several reasons:

First American Author to Gain International Fame

Irving was one of the first American writers to achieve significant
recognition in Europe, paving the way for future generations of American
authors. His ability to blend American themes with European literary styles
set a precedent for future writers.

Founding of American Romanticism

His works helped establish the American Romantic movement, emphasizing
individualism, nature, and the innate goodness of humanity. This movement
would later influence writers such as Nathaniel Hawthorne and Edgar Allan
Poe.

Influence on Popular Culture

Irving’s characters and stories have permeated popular culture, inspiring
numerous adaptations in film, television, and theater. "The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow" continues to be retold and reimagined, demonstrating the timeless
appeal of Irving's storytelling.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the author of Legend of Sleepy Hollow, Washington Irving, is a
pivotal figure in American literature, whose works continue to resonate with
readers today. His ability to weave captivating narratives filled with humor,
history, and folklore has left a lasting legacy. The enduring popularity of
"The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" is a testament to his skill as a storyteller
and his influence on the literary world. As we celebrate Irving's
contributions, we also recognize the foundational role he played in shaping
American literature and culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow'?

The author of 'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow' is Washington Irving.

In which year was 'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow'
published?

'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow' was first published in 1820.

What is the main character's name in 'The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow'?

The main character's name is Ichabod Crane.

What theme is prominently featured in 'The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow'?

Themes of superstition and the collision between rationality and folklore are
prominently featured.

What other works is Washington Irving known for?

Washington Irving is also known for 'Rip Van Winkle' and 'Tales of the
Alhambra'.

Where is 'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow' set?

The story is set in the Dutch settlement of Tarry Town, New York, near the
Tarrytown Sleepy Hollow area.



What supernatural figure is central to the story?

The Headless Horseman is the central supernatural figure in 'The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow'.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow'?

The setting contributes to the eerie atmosphere and enhances the themes of
fear and folklore.

How has 'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow' influenced
American culture?

'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow' has influenced American culture through its
portrayal of Halloween traditions and folklore.

Is 'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow' considered a short
story or a novel?

'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow' is considered a short story.
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