autumn of fury the assassination of
sadat

autumn of fury the assassination of sadat marks one of the most pivotal and
tumultuous moments in modern Middle Eastern history. This event not only
ended the life of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat but also dramatically
shifted the geopolitical landscape of the region. The assassination, which
occurred during a military parade in Cairo in 1981, was the culmination of
mounting tensions between Sadat’s policies and various radical factions
opposing his leadership. Understanding the background, execution, and
aftermath of this assassination provides critical insight into the political
volatility and ideological conflicts of the time. This article explores the
key aspects of the autumn of fury the assassination of Sadat, detailing the
circumstances leading to the attack, the motives behind it, and its profound
impact on Egypt and broader international relations. The following sections
provide a thorough examination of this historic event.

Background and Political Climate Before the Assassination

The Assassination Event: Details and Execution

e Perpetrators and Motives Behind the Killing

Immediate Aftermath and National Reaction

e Long-Term Impact on Egypt and Middle Eastern Politics

Background and Political Climate Before the
Assassination

The period leading up to the autumn of fury the assassination of Sadat was
characterized by intense political unrest and ideological polarization within
Egypt and the Middle East. Anwar Sadat, who rose to power in 1970 following
the death of Gamal Abdel Nasser, sought to reshape Egypt through a series of
bold political and economic reforms. His decision to sign the Camp David
Accords in 1978, which led to the Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty in 1979, was seen
by many as a betrayal of pan-Arab unity and the Palestinian cause. This peace
initiative alienated powerful elements within Egyptian society, including
Islamic fundamentalists and nationalist groups.

Sadat's Domestic Policies and Opposition

Sadat implemented an economic policy known as Infitah or "open door," aimed
at liberalizing the economy. While intended to modernize Egypt, this policy
led to increased inequality and dissatisfaction among lower-income
populations. Additionally, Sadat's crackdown on Islamist groups and political
dissidents intensified domestic opposition. His administration imprisoned
many activists and curtailed freedoms, creating an atmosphere of repression



and resentment.

Regional Tensions and International Context

On the international stage, Sadat’s alignment with the United States and the
West contrasted sharply with the Soviet-backed regimes in the region. His
peace with Israel disrupted traditional alliances and fueled animosity from
neighboring Arab states and radical organizations. This geopolitical
realignment heightened tensions and contributed to the volatile climate that
culminated in the assassination.

The Assassination Event: Details and Execution

The autumn of fury the assassination of Sadat occurred on October 6, 1981,
during the annual victory parade commemorating Egypt’s crossing of the Suez
Canal in the 1973 Yom Kippur War. The event was attended by numerous
dignitaries and military personnel, making it a highly publicized and
symbolic occasion.

The Attack During the Military Parade

During the parade, a group of Islamist militants disguised as soldiers
launched a sudden attack on the reviewing stand. The assailants opened fire
and threw grenades, targeting Sadat and other high-ranking officials. The
chaos caused widespread panic, and Sadat was fatally wounded by gunfire.
Several other individuals, including members of the military and government,
were killed or injured in the assault.

Security Breaches and Execution Method

The attackers exploited weaknesses in the security arrangements, managing to
infiltrate the parade disguised in military uniforms. Their use of automatic
weapons and explosives ensured a rapid and deadly strike. The precision and

timing of the attack underscored the meticulous planning by the conspirators.

Perpetrators and Motives Behind the Killing

The autumn of fury the assassination of Sadat was orchestrated by members of
the Egyptian Islamic Jihad, a radical Islamist group opposed to Sadat’s
secular policies and peace treaty with Israel. The group's leaders viewed
Sadat as a traitor to Islam and Arab nationalism.



Profiles of the Assassins

The primary perpetrators included Lieutenant Khalid Islambouli, who led the
assault, along with several co-conspirators from within the military ranks.
Many of these men were motivated by religious fervor and political ideology,
rejecting Sadat’s reforms and his perceived capitulation to Western
interests.

Motivations and Ideological Drivers

1. Opposition to the Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty

2. Resistance to secularization and Western influence

3. Retaliation for the repression of Islamist groups

4., Desire to incite broader Islamic revolution within Egypt

5. Undermining Sadat’s modernization efforts seen as detrimental to
traditional values

Immediate Aftermath and National Reaction

The assassination sent shockwaves throughout Egypt and the international
community. It plunged the country into uncertainty and grief while prompting
a swift government response to restore order and stability.

Government Response and Security Measures

Following the attack, the Egyptian authorities launched an extensive
crackdown on Islamist organizations and political opponents. Thousands were
arrested, and many suspected militants faced trial and execution. The regime
tightened security protocols to prevent future attacks and to consolidate
control.

Public Mourning and Political Transition

The Egyptian public mourned the loss of Sadat, who was remembered for his
leadership during the 1973 war and his efforts to bring peace to the region.
Vice President Hosni Mubarak, who was also wounded during the attack,
succeeded Sadat as president, continuing many of Sadat’s policies but with a
more cautious approach to internal dissent and foreign relations.



Long-Term Impact on Egypt and Middle Eastern
Politics

The autumn of fury the assassination of Sadat had far-reaching consequences
that shaped Egypt’s political trajectory and the broader Middle Eastern
landscape for decades.

Shift in Egyptian Political Landscape

Sadat’s death marked the end of an era, and his successor Mubarak maintained
a delicate balance between liberalization and authoritarianism. The
assassination heightened the Egyptian government’s resolve against Islamist
militants and influenced policy decisions around security and governance.

Regional and International Ramifications

The event reaffirmed the volatility of the Middle East and the risks
assocliated with peace initiatives. It underscored the deep divisions within
Arab societies regarding relations with Israel and Western powers.
Internationally, Sadat’s assassination was a cautionary example of the
challenges faced by leaders pursuing controversial reforms in a complex
geopolitical environment.

e Increased security cooperation between Egypt and Western allies

Heightened surveillance of extremist groups

e Tmpact on subsequent peace negotiations in the region

Influence on Islamist movements and their strategies

e Legacy in Egyptian national memory and political discourse

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Autumn of Fury: The Assassination of Sadat'
about?

It is a historical account detailing the events leading up to and including
the assassination of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat in 1981.

Who was Anwar Sadat?

Anwar Sadat was the third President of Egypt, serving from 1970 until his
assassination in 1981, known for making peace with Israel through the Camp
David Accords.



When did the assassination of Sadat take place?

Anwar Sadat was assassinated on October 6, 1981, during a military parade in
Cairo.

Who was responsible for the assassination of Sadat?

The assassination was carried out by members of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad, a
militant group opposed to Sadat's policies.

What motivated the assassination of Sadat?

Opposition to Sadat's peace treaty with Israel and his crackdown on Islamist
groups motivated the assassination.

How did 'Autumn of Fury' portray the political
climate in Egypt before Sadat's assassination?

The book highlights a tense political climate marked by growing Islamist
militancy, political repression, and unrest among various factions.

What impact did Sadat's assassination have on Egypt
and the Middle East?

Sadat's assassination led to a period of increased political repression in
Egypt and complicated the Middle East peace process.

Are there any notable figures featured in 'Autumn of
Fury' besides Sadat?

Yes, the book discusses key figures such as Khalid Islambouli, the assassin,
as well as other political and military leaders of the time.

How has 'Autumn of Fury: The Assassination of Sadat'
been received by critics?

The book has been praised for its detailed research and insightful analysis
of the events surrounding Sadat's assassination and its broader implications.

Additional Resources

1. Autumn of Fury: The Assassination of Sadat

This book provides a detailed account of the events leading up to and
following the assassination of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat in 1981. It
explores the political tensions in Egypt and the wider Middle East during
that period. The narrative includes insights into the motivations of Sadat’s
assassins and the impact of his death on regional politics.

2. Sadat: The Political Legacy

This biography examines Anwar Sadat’s leadership and his pivotal role in
shaping modern Egypt. It covers his rise to power, his groundbreaking peace
treaty with Israel, and the domestic opposition that ultimately culminated in



his assassination. The book offers a balanced view of Sadat’s accomplishments
and controversies.

3. The Assassins of Sadat: Inside the Plot

Delving into the conspirators behind the assassination, this book analyzes
the militant Islamist groups that opposed Sadat’s policies. It investigates
their ideology, planning, and execution of the attack during the 1981
military parade. The author uses interviews and intelligence reports to
reconstruct the chilling details of the plot.

4. Egypt in Transition: From Sadat to Mubarak

Focusing on the political aftermath of Sadat’s assassination, this book
explores Egypt’s transition under Hosni Mubarak. It discusses how the country
coped with the sudden loss of its leader and the challenges Mubarak faced in
maintaining stability. The book also covers the broader implications for
Egypt’s domestic and foreign policies.

5. The Middle East Peace Process: Sadat’s Vision and Its Challenges

This work highlights Sadat’s historic peace initiative with Israel and the
regional repercussions of his approach. It contextualizes the assassination
within the broader struggle over peace and power in the Middle East. The book
also evaluates the legacy of Sadat’s policies for subsequent peace efforts.

6. Political Violence in Egypt: The Era of Sadat

Examining the rise of political violence during Sadat’s presidency, this book
discusses the factors that led to unrest and extremism. It traces the growth
of Islamist militancy and the state's responses, culminating in the
assassination event. The analysis helps readers understand the complex social
and political dynamics of the time.

7. The Life and Death of Anwar Sadat

A comprehensive biography that chronicles Sadat’s personal and political
journey from his military career to his presidency and eventual
assassination. The book provides intimate details about his character,
leadership style, and the forces that shaped his legacy. It offers a
humanizing portrait of a controversial figure.

8. Assassination and Aftermath: Egypt’s Political Landscape Post-1981

This book investigates the immediate and long-term consequences of Sadat’s
assassination on Egyptian politics. It covers government crackdowns, shifts
in policy, and the influence on regional alliances. The author also discusses
how the event shaped security approaches in Egypt and beyond.

9. Peace and Peril: The Story of Sadat’s Presidency

Focusing on the dual themes of hope and danger during Sadat’s time in office,
this book explores his efforts to modernize Egypt and pursue peace with
Israel. It examines the internal opposition and external threats that defined
his tenure. The narrative culminates in the tragic assassination that
abruptly ended his vision.
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