bark george by jules feiffer

Bark George is a delightful children's book written and illustrated by the
acclaimed author Jules Feiffer. Published in 1999, this charming story is a
playful exploration of identity, communication, and the whimsical nature of
childhood. Feiffer, who has a celebrated career in comics, screenwriting, and
children's literature, brings his unique artistic style and humor to the
pages of this book, making it both an entertaining and thought-provoking read
for young audiences and adults alike. In this article, we will delve into the
key themes, characters, and artistic style of "Bark George," as well as
explore its impact on children's literature.

Overview of the Story

"Bark George" tells the story of a young puppy named George who, much to the
confusion of his mother, does not bark like a typical dog. Instead, he
produces a series of unexpected sounds that lead to a humorous and engaging
narrative. The story begins with George's mother calling him to bark, but
instead of the expected "woof," he responds with a variety of animal sounds.
This whimsical premise sets the stage for a series of amusing encounters that
highlight the importance of communication and self-expression.

Plot Summary

The plot unfolds as follows:

1. George's Mother Calls: The story opens with George's mother asking him to
bark. However, George surprises her by making the sound of a cat instead of a
dog.

2. The Visit to the Vet: Concerned about George's unusual behavior, his
mother takes him to the veterinarian. The vet discovers that George is not
just barking like a cat; he also makes the sounds of a cow, a pig, and even a
duck.

3. The Revelation: Each time George makes a sound that is not characteristic
of a dog, the vet humorously suggests that there is an animal inside George.
This leads to a series of delightful revelations about George's identity.

4. Conclusion: The story culminates in a final twist. After a series of
hilarious interactions, George eventually barks like a dog, leaving his
mother and the vet astonished and relieved.

Thematic Exploration

"Bark George" explores several important themes that resonate with both



children and adults. Here are some of the key themes present in the
narrative:

Identity and Self-Expression

One of the central themes of "Bark George" is the exploration of identity.
George's unusual sounds represent the idea that individuals may not always
conform to societal expectations. This theme encourages children to embrace
their uniqueness and express themselves authentically. The book illustrates
that self-expression can take many forms and that it is okay to be different.

Communication and Understanding

The interactions between George and his mother highlight the importance of
communication in relationships. The confusion that arises from George's
inability to bark serves as a metaphor for the challenges of understanding
one another. The story emphasizes that effective communication is essential,
as it fosters understanding and connection between individuals.

Humor and Playfulness

Feiffer's use of humor throughout the story makes it an engaging read for
children. The absurdity of George's situation and the exaggerated responses
of the characters create a playful atmosphere. Humor is an effective tool in
children's literature, as it not only entertains but also makes difficult
concepts more accessible and enjoyable.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Bark George" are simple yet memorable, each contributing
to the overall narrative in significant ways.

George

George is the protagonist of the story. He is a young, innocent puppy who is
curious and playful. His unusual behavior invites readers to empathize with
him as he navigates the expectations of his mother and the veterinarian.
George embodies the theme of individuality, illustrating that it is perfectly
acceptable to be different.



George's Mother

George's mother represents the archetypal caregiver who is concerned for her
child's well-being. Her reactions to George's sounds range from confusion to
concern, highlighting the struggles parents may face when their children do
not fit into expected molds. Her character adds depth to the story, as
readers can relate to her desire for George to conform while also
appreciating his uniqueness.

The Veterinarian

The veterinarian serves as a comedic foil to George's mother. His exaggerated
reactions to George’'s sounds provide humor and enhance the story's whimsical
nature. Through his character, Feiffer also highlights the absurdity of
trying to categorize individuals based on societal norms.

Artistic Style

Jules Feiffer's artistic style is a significant aspect of "Bark George." His
illustrations complement the narrative beautifully, with bold lines,
expressive characters, and vibrant colors that capture the attention of young
readers.

Illustration Techniques

1. Expressive Characters: Feiffer's characters are drawn with exaggerated
features and expressions that convey their emotions effectively. This
technique allows children to understand the characters' feelings and
motivations easily.

2. Dynamic Layouts: The book's layouts feature varied panel sizes and
placements, creating a sense of movement and energy. This dynamic approach
keeps young readers engaged and encourages them to explore the pages.

3. Color Palette: The use of bright, cheerful colors enhances the playful
tone of the story. The colors reflect the joy and silliness of George's
adventures, inviting readers to immerse themselves in the narrative.

The Impact of "Bark George" on Children's
Literature

Since its publication, "Bark George" has made a lasting impact on children's
literature for several reasons:



Encouraging Individuality

The book has resonated with both children and parents as it promotes the idea
of embracing one's uniqueness. In a world where conformity can often be
emphasized, "Bark George" serves as a reminder that differences should be
celebrated.

Engaging Young Readers

Feiffer's humorous storytelling and captivating illustrations engage young
readers, making reading a fun and enjoyable experience. The book encourages
children to explore their own voices and creativity in a playful manner.

Educational Value

"Bark George" can also be used as an educational tool. It opens up
discussions about communication, identity, and the importance of
understanding differences. Teachers and parents can use the book to foster
conversations about these topics in a lighthearted and accessible way.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Bark George" by Jules Feiffer is more than just a charming
children's book; it is a celebration of individuality, communication, and the
playful essence of childhood. Through its engaging narrative, relatable
characters, and delightful illustrations, the book captures the hearts of
readers young and old. Feiffer's ability to weave humor and warmth into the
story ensures that "Bark George" remains a beloved classic in children's
literature, encouraging generations of readers to embrace their uniqueness
and express themselves freely. Whether read at bedtime or in the classroom,
"Bark George" is a story that will continue to resonate, reminding us all of
the joy found in being true to oneself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Bark, George' by Jules
Feiffer?

'Bark, George' explores themes of identity and understanding, particularly
how individuals relate to their true nature and the expectations placed upon
them.



Who is the main character in 'Bark, George'?

The main character is George, a young dog who does not bark like a typical
dog, which leads to humorous and unexpected situations.

How does the story of 'Bark, George' unfold?

The story begins with George's mother asking him to bark, but when he tries,
the sounds that come out are surprising and lead to a series of comedic
revelations about what George actually 'barks' up.

What age group is 'Bark, George' suitable for?

'Bark, George' is primarily aimed at children ages 4 to 8, making it an ideal
read-aloud book for young audiences.

What kind of illustrations can be found in 'Bark,
George'?

The illustrations in 'Bark, George' are vibrant and expressive, complementing
the humorous and playful narrative, enhancing the overall reading experience
for children.

What literary techniques does Jules Feiffer use in
'‘Bark, George'?

Feiffer employs repetition, dialogue, and vivid illustrations to create a
rhythmic and engaging storytelling style that captivates young readers.

How has 'Bark, George' been received by critics and
readers?

'Bark, George' has been well-received, praised for its humor, engaging
illustrations, and ability to spark discussions about identity and self-
acceptance among children.

Is 'Bark, George' part of a series or a standalone
book?

'Bark, George' is a standalone picture book, though it is often recommended
alongside other children's books that explore similar themes.

What lesson can children learn from 'Bark, George'?

Children can learn about the importance of being true to oneself and that
it’s okay to be different from others, as well as the value of humor in
navigating life's challenges.
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