
autumn in new york chords

autumn in new york chords are essential for musicians and enthusiasts who want to master this
timeless jazz standard. The song "Autumn in New York," composed by Vernon Duke in 1934, has
become a quintessential piece for jazz performers and guitar players alike. Understanding the chords
is crucial for recreating the song's romantic and nostalgic atmosphere. This article delves into the
chord structure, variations, and tips for playing "Autumn in New York" on the guitar or piano.
Additionally, it explores common chord progressions, fingerstyle techniques, and how to incorporate
the chords into jazz improvisation. Whether you are a beginner or an advanced player, this
comprehensive guide to autumn in new york chords will enhance your musical repertoire and deepen
your appreciation for this classic tune.
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Overview of Autumn in New York Chords
The chords of "Autumn in New York" are notable for their rich harmonic texture and emotive quality.
This classic jazz ballad is traditionally played in the key of F major or sometimes E-flat major,
depending on the arrangement. The song’s chord progression employs a mix of major, minor,
diminished, and seventh chords, which create the lush soundscapes characteristic of jazz standards.
Understanding these chords lays the foundation for capturing the song’s mood and melodic flow.

Historical Context and Musical Style
"Autumn in New York" was introduced in the 1930s and quickly became a favorite among jazz
musicians. Its harmonic complexity and lyrical melody make it a popular choice for both vocal and
instrumental performances. The chord progressions reflect the sophisticated harmonic language of
the Great American Songbook, blending traditional jazz harmony with elements of romantic balladry.

Common Keys and Tuning
The song is commonly played in the key of F major, but performers often transpose it to suit their
vocal range or instrument. Guitarists and pianists typically tune their instruments to standard tuning,
although alternate tunings might be explored for unique tonal colors. The choice of key influences the
chord fingerings and voicings used during performance.



Basic Chord Progression and Structure
The foundation of autumn in new york chords is a well-defined chord progression which outlines the
harmonic framework of the song. This progression moves primarily through diatonic chords with
tasteful chromatic alterations and passing tones. Beginners can start by learning the basic chords
before moving to more complex variations.

Standard Chord Sequence
A typical chord progression for the song in F major might include the following sequence:

Fmaj7

Gm7

Am7

Bbmaj7

C7

Dm7

G7

C7alt

This sequence supports the characteristic melody and provides a smooth harmonic flow. It also
establishes a comfortable framework for improvisation and accompaniment.

Chord Diagram Examples for Guitar
For guitarists, mastering the basic chord shapes is essential. Common chord diagrams include:

Fmaj7 – 1st fret barre with open strings

Gm7 – 3rd fret minor 7 shape

Am7 – Open A minor 7 shape

Bbmaj7 – Barre chord on 1st fret

C7 – Open C7 chord

Practicing these chords in sequence will allow players to accompany the song accurately and with
proper voicing.



Advanced Chord Variations and Jazz Voicings
Beyond the basic chords, autumn in new york chords can be enriched with advanced jazz voicings,
extensions, and alterations. These variations add depth and sophistication to the performance,
appealing to intermediate and advanced players.

Chord Extensions and Alterations
Jazz musicians often incorporate chord extensions such as 9ths, 11ths, and 13ths to enhance the
harmonic texture. For example:

Fmaj9 instead of Fmaj7

Gm11 in place of Gm7

C13 instead of C7

D7b9 or C7#9 as altered dominant chords

These extensions create a richer and more expressive sound, essential for capturing the essence of
autumn in new york.

Popular Jazz Voicing Techniques
Jazz voicings often involve omitting the root or fifth to allow more focus on color tones. For example,
playing a chord with only the 3rd, 7th, and 9th can produce a smooth, modern sound. Quartal voicings
and drop 2 or drop 3 voicings are also commonly applied to this song to add harmonic interest.

Techniques for Playing Autumn in New York Chords
Proper technique is vital for executing autumn in new york chords with clarity and musicality. This
section covers finger positioning, strumming, and fingerpicking methods that suit the song’s gentle,
flowing character.

Finger Positioning and Chord Transitions
Efficient finger placement allows for smooth transitions between chords. Players should focus on
minimal finger movement while maintaining clean notes. Practicing chord changes slowly and
gradually increasing tempo builds muscle memory and precision.

Strumming and Arpeggiation Patterns
The song’s gentle, romantic mood is often supported by soft strumming or fingerpicking. Common



approaches include:

Slow, even downstrokes emphasizing chord tones

Fingerstyle arpeggiation to highlight melodic lines within chords

Hybrid picking to combine strummed and plucked notes

These techniques enhance the song’s expressiveness and allow for dynamic control.

Tips for Incorporating Chords into Improvisation
Improvising over autumn in new york chords involves understanding the harmonic structure and using
scales that complement the chord tones. Jazz improvisation techniques help players add personal
expression while respecting the song’s harmonic integrity.

Scale Choices and Modal Approaches
Common scales used for improvising include the major scale, Dorian mode, Mixolydian mode, and
altered scales. For example, over a C7 chord, using the C Mixolydian scale or C altered scale can add
color and tension. Knowing which scale fits each chord is essential for melodic improvisation.

Chord Tone Targeting and Voice Leading
Focusing on chord tones during soloing creates coherent melodic lines. Voice leading techniques
involve smoothly connecting chord tones from one chord to the next, which maintains musical flow
and coherence. Practicing these techniques over the autumn in new york chord progression improves
improvisational skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'Autumn in New York'?
The basic chords for 'Autumn in New York' typically include Cmaj7, D7, Dm7, G7, Em7, A7, and
F#m7b5.

How can I play the intro chords of 'Autumn in New York' on
guitar?
The intro often starts with a Cmaj7 chord, followed by a D7 and Dm7, played with smooth jazz chord
voicings to capture the song's mood.



Are there any simplified chord versions of 'Autumn in New
York' for beginners?
Yes, beginners can use simplified chords such as C, D7, Dm, G7, Em, A7, and F#m7b5 to play a basic
version of the song.

What is the chord progression for the verse of 'Autumn in
New York'?
A common progression for the verse is | Cmaj7 | D7 | Dm7 | G7 | Em7 | A7 | Dm7 | G7 |.

How do jazz musicians typically approach the chords in
'Autumn in New York'?
Jazz musicians often use chord substitutions, extended chords like 9ths and 13ths, and smooth voice
leading to add complexity and color.

Can I find 'Autumn in New York' chord charts online for guitar
and piano?
Yes, many websites offer free and paid chord charts for 'Autumn in New York' for both guitar and
piano, including Ultimate Guitar and Jazz chord websites.

What key is 'Autumn in New York' usually played in?
'Autumn in New York' is commonly played in the key of C major, but it can also be transposed to suit
different vocal ranges.

How do I add chord embellishments to 'Autumn in New York'
chords?
You can add embellishments such as hammer-ons, slides, and chord extensions like 7ths, 9ths, and
13ths to create a richer sound.

Are there any notable recorded versions of 'Autumn in New
York' that showcase interesting chord arrangements?
Yes, versions by Billie Holiday, Frank Sinatra, and Charlie Parker showcase unique chord
interpretations and jazz arrangements of the song.

Additional Resources
1. Autumn in New York: A Jazz Pianist's Guide to Chords
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the chord progressions used in the classic jazz standard
"Autumn in New York." It breaks down complex harmonies into understandable sections, making it



ideal for intermediate to advanced pianists. Readers will learn how to incorporate jazz voicings and
improvisational techniques that bring the song to life.

2. Mastering Jazz Chords: Autumn in New York and Beyond
Focusing on the rich harmonic language of jazz, this book uses "Autumn in New York" as a primary
example to teach chord theory and application. It includes exercises to develop chord substitution
skills and reharmonization strategies. The book is perfect for guitarists and pianists aiming to deepen
their understanding of jazz harmony.

3. Chord Progressions for Autumn in New York: A Guitarist's Companion
Tailored specifically for guitar players, this guide presents various chord voicings and fingerings used
in "Autumn in New York." It covers classic and modern approaches, helping players add texture and
sophistication to their performances. The book also includes tips on transitioning smoothly between
chords.

4. Exploring Autumn in New York: Chord Analysis and Arrangements
This analytical book breaks down the harmonic structure of "Autumn in New York," offering detailed
chord charts and arrangement ideas. Readers will gain insight into the song’s modulation and unique
chord choices. It is a valuable resource for arrangers, composers, and performers interested in jazz
standards.

5. Jazz Standards Chord Workbook: Autumn in New York Edition
Designed as a practical workbook, this title focuses on practicing chord changes and rhythm patterns
found in "Autumn in New York." It includes play-along tracks and exercises to develop timing and
chord recognition skills. Musicians can use this book to improve both sight-reading and
improvisational abilities.

6. Autumn in New York: From Melody to Chords
This book guides readers through the process of harmonizing the melody of "Autumn in New York"
with suitable chords. It emphasizes the relationship between melody notes and chord tones, helping
musicians understand harmonic choices. The book is useful for songwriters and performers looking to
create personalized arrangements.

7. Jazz Chord Voicings Explained: Autumn in New York
Focusing on the art of chord voicing, this book demonstrates how to create lush, expressive chords for
"Autumn in New York." It covers close and open voicings, drop 2 and 3 techniques, and voice leading
principles. Perfect for pianists and guitarists who want to enhance their harmonic palette.

8. Improvisation over Autumn in New York Chords
This book teaches improvisational concepts using the chord changes in "Autumn in New York" as a
framework. It offers scales, modes, and arpeggio exercises tailored to the song’s harmonic
progression. The text encourages creativity and confidence for jazz soloists at all levels.

9. The History and Harmony of Autumn in New York
Combining music theory and historical context, this book explores the origins of "Autumn in New
York" and its significance in jazz repertoire. It analyzes the chord structure and lyrical themes,
providing a comprehensive understanding of the song. Readers gain appreciation for its enduring
popularity and musical complexity.
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