
bad behaviour mary gaitskill

Bad Behaviour Mary Gaitskill is a phrase that resonates deeply with readers
familiar with the intricate narratives crafted by the acclaimed author Mary
Gaitskill. Known for her sharp, unflinching explorations of human
relationships, sexuality, and the complexities of personal identity,
Gaitskill’s storytelling often delves into the darker aspects of human
behavior. This article will explore her work, focusing on the themes of bad
behavior that permeate her stories, the critical reception of her writing,
and the broader implications of her themes in contemporary literature.

Understanding Bad Behaviour in Gaitskill's Work

Mary Gaitskill’s literary oeuvre is marked by an unrelenting examination of
human flaws, particularly the concept of "bad behaviour." From her short
stories to her novels, Gaitskill does not shy away from portraying characters
who engage in morally ambiguous actions. This exploration often serves to
highlight the complexities of their lives and the societal pressures that
inform their choices.

Key Themes of Bad Behaviour

Gaitskill’s narratives frequently focus on several recurring themes that
encapsulate the essence of bad behaviour:

Sexuality and Power Dynamics: Gaitskill often examines the interplay
between sexuality and power, illustrating how desire can lead
individuals to make questionable choices.

Isolation and Disconnection: Many of her characters struggle with
profound feelings of isolation, prompting them to act out in ways that
may be harmful to themselves and others.

Moral Ambiguity: Gaitskill does not present her characters in black-and-
white terms; instead, she nuances their motivations, making their bad
behaviour relatable and, at times, understandable.

Desire for Connection: Even as her characters engage in self-destructive
or harmful behaviour, there is often an underlying desire for connection
and understanding.

Notable Works Featuring Bad Behaviour

To fully appreciate the concept of bad behaviour in Mary Gaitskill's writing,
it is essential to examine specific works that encapsulate these themes.



1. "Bad Behaviour" (1991)

This collection of short stories is perhaps the most emblematic of
Gaitskill's exploration of bad behaviour. The title story, "Bad Behaviour,"
centers around a group of friends navigating the complexities of
relationships, sexuality, and the moral dilemmas that arise in intimate
settings. The characters are flawed, making choices that are often
destructive but ultimately reveal their vulnerability.

2. "Two Girls, Fat and Thin" (1991)

In this novel, Gaitskill tells the story of two women whose lives intersect
in unexpected ways. The exploration of body image, self-worth, and societal
expectations leads to moments of bad behaviour, particularly in how the
characters interact with themselves and each other. Their struggles serve as
a poignant commentary on the pressures women face regarding appearance and
acceptance.

3. "Veronica" (2005)

"Veronica" delves into themes of aging, beauty, and the complexity of
friendship. The characters grapple with their past decisions and the
consequences of their actions, often engaging in behaviour that is both self-
serving and damaging. Gaitskill's exploration of memory and regret in this
novel highlights the long-lasting effects of bad behaviour on personal
relationships.

The Critical Reception of Bad Behaviour in
Gaitskill’s Works

Mary Gaitskill’s portrayal of bad behaviour has garnered significant
attention and critical acclaim. Critics often praise her for her candid and
nuanced approach to difficult subjects, noting that her characters feel
authentically human in their flaws.

1. Authenticity and Realism

Many literary critics highlight Gaitskill's ability to create characters that
resonate with readers due to their complexity. The authenticity of her
characters’ experiences allows readers to empathize with their bad choices,
making her narratives all the more compelling.

2. Challenging Social Norms

Gaitskill’s exploration of bad behaviour often challenges societal norms and
conventions. By depicting characters who defy expectations, she invites
readers to reconsider their perceptions of morality and ethics. This



willingness to confront uncomfortable truths has solidified her reputation as
a bold and innovative voice in contemporary literature.

The Broader Implications of Bad Behaviour in
Literature

The exploration of bad behaviour is not unique to Gaitskill; it is a
prevalent theme in literature across genres. Understanding this theme can
provide valuable insights into human psychology and social dynamics.

1. Reflection of Societal Issues

Literary examinations of bad behaviour often reflect societal issues, such as
gender inequality, mental health, and the complexities of modern
relationships. By engaging with these themes, authors like Gaitskill
encourage readers to confront uncomfortable realities and foster discussions
about change.

2. The Complexity of Human Nature

Literature that delves into bad behaviour often reveals the intricate layers
of human nature. By presenting characters who navigate moral ambiguity,
authors highlight the struggle between societal expectations and personal
desires. This complexity allows readers to explore their own feelings about
right and wrong.

3. Fostering Empathy

By portraying flawed characters, literature can foster empathy in readers.
Understanding the motivations behind bad behaviour can lead to greater
compassion for those who make mistakes, encouraging a more nuanced view of
human interactions.

Conclusion

The phrase bad behaviour Mary Gaitskill encapsulates a rich tapestry of
themes and narratives that challenge readers to engage with the complexities
of human nature. Through her unflinching portrayal of flawed characters and
their morally ambiguous choices, Gaitskill invites us to explore the darker
aspects of relationships and identity. Her work prompts critical
conversations about societal norms, personal desires, and the intricate dance
of human connection. As we navigate a world filled with moral complexities,
Gaitskill's narratives serve as a powerful reminder of our shared humanity,
encouraging empathy and understanding in a landscape often fraught with
judgment.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Bad Behavior'
by Mary Gaitskill?

The main themes include sexuality, power dynamics in relationships, emotional
complexity, and the exploration of human desire.

How does Mary Gaitskill use language to convey
complex emotions in 'Bad Behavior'?

Gaitskill employs rich, evocative language and a candid narrative style to
delve into the intricacies of her characters' feelings, often revealing their
vulnerabilities.

What makes 'Bad Behavior' a significant work in
contemporary literature?

It is significant for its unflinching portrayal of the darker aspects of
human relationships and its exploration of taboo subjects, challenging
societal norms.

In what ways does Gaitskill challenge traditional
gender roles in 'Bad Behavior'?

Gaitskill challenges traditional gender roles by presenting female characters
who are both vulnerable and assertive, often subverting expectations of
femininity.

How does 'Bad Behavior' reflect the psychological
complexities of its characters?

The stories in 'Bad Behavior' often focus on the inner lives of characters,
revealing their insecurities, desires, and moral ambiguities, which reflect
psychological depth.

What is the impact of setting on the narrative in
'Bad Behavior'?

The settings often serve as a backdrop that enhances the emotional stakes of
the characters' interactions, grounding their experiences in tangible
environments that reflect their inner turmoil.

How does 'Bad Behavior' address the concept of
consent?

Gaitskill explores the nuances of consent, often highlighting the gray areas
in relationships, prompting readers to consider the moral implications of
desire and autonomy.



What critical reception did 'Bad Behavior' receive
upon its release?

Upon its release, 'Bad Behavior' received critical acclaim for its bold
storytelling and insightful character portrayals, establishing Gaitskill as a
significant voice in literature.
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