BATON ROUGE HURRICANE HISTORY

BATON ROUGE HURRICANE HISTORY REFLECTS A COMPLEX AND IMPACTFUL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THIS LOUISIANA CAPITAL
CITY AND THE TROPICAL CYCLONES THAT HAVE AFFECTED THE GULF COAST REGION OVER THE CENTURIES. W/HILE BATON
ROUGE IS INLAND COMPARED TO COASTAL CITIES, ITS PROXIMITY TO THE GULF OF MEXICO MEANS IT HAS EXPERIENCED
SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS FROM HURRICANES, INCLUDING WIND DAMAGE, FLOODING, AND ECONOMIC DISRUPTION. UNDERSTANDING THE
HISTORICAL PATTERNS OF HURRICANES IN BATON ROUGE PROVIDES VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE CITY'S RESILIENCE,
PREPAREDNESS, AND EVOLVING INFRASTRUCTURE TO MITIGATE STORM IMPACTS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE NOTABLE
HURRICANES THAT HAVE INFLUENCED BATON EOUGE, THE METEOROLOGICAL TRENDS OF THESE STORMS, THE RESULTING DAMAGES
AND RECOVERY EFFORTS, AND HOW THE CITY HAS ADAPTED OVER TIME TO HURRICANE THREATS. EXAMINING BATON ROUGE’s
HURRICANE HISTORY OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF HOW NATURAL DISASTERS HAVE SHAPED THE CITY’S DEVELOPMENT AND
EMERGENCY RESPONSE STRATEGIES.

e OVERVIEW OF BATON RoUGE'S GEOGRAPHIC AND CLIMATIC CONTEXT

® SIGNIFICANT HURRICANES IMPACTING BATON ROUGE

EFFECTS OF HURRICANES ON BATON ROUGE

HisTorICAL TRENDS AND METEOROLOGICAL PATTERNS

® PREPAREDNESS AND MITIGATION EFFORTS IN BATON ROUGE

OVERVIEW OF BATON RouGE’s GEOGRAPHIC AND CLIMATIC CONTEXT

BATON ROUGE IS THE CAPITAL CITY OF LOUISIANA, SITUATED ALONG THE EASTERN BANK OF THE MISSISSIPPI EIVER,
APPROXIMATELY 80 MILES NORTH OF THE GULF OF MEXICO. |TS GEOGRAPHIC POSITION PLACES IT INLAND BUT STILL
VULNERABLE TO THE INDIRECT IMPACTS OF HURRICANES THAT MAKE LANDFALL ALONG THE GULF COAST. THE CITY EXPERIENCES
A HUMID SUBTROPICAL CLIMATE, CHARACTERIZED BY HOT, HUMID SUMMERS AND MILD WINTERS, WHICH CONTRIBUTES TO THE
POTENTIAL FOR TROPICAL STORM DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION. | HE SURROUNDING LOW-LYING TERRAIN AND RIVER SYSTEMS
ALSO INFLUENCE HOW HURRICANES AND TROPICAL STORMS AFFECT BATON ROUGE, PARTICULARLY IN TERMS OF FLOODING RISKS.

ProxIMITY TO THE GULF oF Mexico

THE GULF OF MEXICO SERVES AS A PRIMARY BREEDING GROUND FOR HURRICANES AFFECTING THE SOUTHERN UNITED STATES.
W/ HILE BATON ROUGE IS NOT DIRECTLY ON THE COAST, ITS RELATIVE CLOSENESS TO THE GULF—COMBINED WITH THE
TOPOGRAPHY AND RIVER BASINS—™MEANS THAT HURRICANES MAKING LANDFALL ALONG THE COAST CAN STILL BRING HEAVY
RAINFALL, STRONG WINDS, AND STORM SURGE FLOODING TO THE CITY. THIS PROXIMITY HAS MADE BATON ROUGE SUSCEPTIBLE
TO BOTH DIRECT AND INDIRECT HURRICANE EFFECTS THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY.

CLIMATE FACTORS INFLUENCING HURRICANE ACTIVITY

THE WARM WATERS OF THE GULF OF MEXICO AND THE SURROUNDING ATLANTIC OCEAN ARE CRITICAL FACTORS IN HURRICANE
FORMATION AND INTENSIFICATION. BATON ROUGE’S CLIMATE AND SEASONAL WEATHER PATTERNS ALSO PLAY A ROLE IN
DETERMINING THE FREQUENCY AND SEVERITY OF HURRICANES THAT IMPACT THE AREA. THE CITY TYPICALLY EXPERIENCES
INCREASED TROPICAL CYCLONE ACTIVITY DURING THE ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON, WHICH RUNS FROMJUNE 1 To NoVEMBER
30, WITH PEAK ACTIVITY OCCURRING BETWEEN AUGUST AND OCTOBER.



SIGNIFICANT HURRICANES IMPACTING BATON RoUGE

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, BATON ROUGE HAS BEEN AFFECTED BY SEVERAL NOTABLE HURRICANES THAT HAVE CAUSED
VARYING DEGREES OF DAMAGE AND DISRUPTION. W/HILE THE CITY HAS NOT OFTEN BEEN THE DIRECT POINT OF LANDFALL, THE
RESIDUAL EFFECTS OF HURRICANES TRAVELING INLAND HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANT.

HurricANE KATRINA (2005)

HURRICANE KATRINA REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST DEVASTATING STORMS IN BATON ROUGE HURRICANE HISTORY. ALTHOUGH THE
CITY WAS SPARED THE CATASTROPHIC LEVEE FAILURES EXPERIENCED IN NEW ORLEANS/ BATON ROUGE SERVED AS A CRITICAL
EVACUATION AND SHELTER HUB FOR DISPLACED RESIDENTS. THE CITY EXPERIENCED HEAVY RAINS, FLOODING, AND WINDS THAT
CAUSED PROPERTY DAMAGE AND POWER OUTAGES. KATRINA’S IMPACT ON BATON ROUGE EXTENDED BEYOND IMMEDIATE STORM
DAMAGE, INFLUENCING LONG-TERM POPULATION AND ECONOMIC SHIFTS.

Hurricane GusTav (2008)

HURRICANE GUSTAV MADE LANDFALL NEAR THE LOUISIANA COAST AS A CATEGORY 2 HURRICANE AND MOVED INLAND, BRINGING
STRONG WINDS AND HEAVY RAINFALL TO BATON ROUGE. THE STORM CAUSED WIDESPREAD POWER OUTAGES AND
INFRASTRUCTURAL DAMAGE, PROMPTING EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS. GUSTAV’S APPROACH LED TO
EARLY HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS EFFORTS WITHIN THE CITY, HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF TIMELY EVACUATION PLANS AND
RESOURCE ALLOCATION.

OTHER NOTABLE STORMS

o HURRICANE RITA (2005) ~ BROUGHT HEAVY RAINS AND STRONG WINDS, CONTRIBUTING TO FLOODING CONCERNS.
o HURRICANE ISAAC (2012) — SLOW-MOVING STORM THAT CAUSED SIGNIFICANT RAINFALL AND LOCALIZED FLOODING.

o TropicaL STorM Lee (201 1) - PRODUCED EXTENSIVE FLOODING DUE TO PROLONGED RAINFALL IN THE BATON RoOUGE
AREA.

EFFeCcTS oF HURRICANES ON BATON ROUGE

THE IMPACTS OF HURRICANES ON BATON ROUGE HAVE BEEN MULTIFACETED, AFFECTING THE aTyY’s INFRASTRUCTURE, ECONOMY,
ENVIRONMENT, AND POPULATION. THE COMBINATION OF WIND DAMAGE, FLOODING, AND DISRUPTION TO ESSENTIAL SERVICES HAS
TESTED THE COMMUNITY’S RESILIENCE OVER TIME.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND PROPERTY DAMAGE

HURRICANES BRING HIGH WINDS AND HEAVY RAINS THAT CAN DAMAGE HOMES, BUSINESSES, ROADS, AND UTILITIES IN BATON
Rougt. FLOODING, IN PARTICULAR, POSES A SIGNIFICANT THREAT DUE TO THE CITY’S PROXIMITY TO THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND
LOW-LYING AREAS. INFRASTRUCTURE DAMAGE CAN LEAD TO PROLONGED POWER OUTAGES, TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGES, AND
REDUCED ACCESS TO EMERGENCY SERVICES.

EcoNoMic AND SocliAL IMPACTS

THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF HURRICANES IN BATON ROUGE INCLUDE BUSINESS INTERRUPTIONS, JOB LOSSES, AND INCREASED



COSTS FOR REPAIRS AND INSURANCE. SOCIALLY, HURRICANES CAN DISPLACE RESIDENTS, STRAIN PUBLIC RESOURCES, AND IMPACT
COMMUNITY HEALTH AND SAFETY. RECOVERY EFFORTS OFTEN REQUIRE COORDINATION AMONG LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL
AGENCIES TO RESTORE NORMALCY.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

HURRIC ANE-INDUCED FLOODING AND STORM SURGE CAN LEAD TO SOIL EROSION, WATER CONTAMINATION, AND HABITAT
DISRUPTION IN AND AROUND BATON ROUGE. THESE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS HAVE LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS FOR THE CITY’S
NATURAL RESOURCES AND PUBLIC HEALTH, NECESSITATING ONGOING MONITORING AND MITIGATION MEASURES.

HisTorICAL TRENDS AND METEOROLOGICAL PATTERNS

ANALYZING BATON ROUGE HURRICANE HISTORY REVEALS PATTERNS IN STORM FREQUENCY, INTENSITY, AND SEASONAL TIMING
THAT HELP INFORM FUTURE PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE.

FREQUENCY AND INTENSITY TRENDS

W/HILE BATON ROUGE DOES NOT FACE HURRICANES AS FREQUENTLY AS COASTAL CITIES, THE AREA HAS EXPERIENCED AN
INCREASE IN TROPICAL STORM AND HURRICANE ACTIVITY OVER RECENT DECADES. CLIMATE CHANGE FACTORS SUCH AS RISING SEA
SURFACE TEMPERATURES MAY CONTRIBUTE TO MORE INTENSE STORMS REACHING INLAND AREAS, INCLUDING BAaToN Rouge.

SEASONAL PATTERNS

THE MAJORITY OF HURRICANES AFFECTING BATON ROUGE OCCUR BETWEEN LATE SUMMER AND EARLY FALL, CONSISTENT WITH
THE BROADER ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON. PEAK ACTIVITY MONTHS—AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, AND OCTOBER—POSE
HEIGHTENED RISKS FOR THE CITY, INFLUENCING PLANNING AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CYCLES.

METEOROLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS

ADVANCES IN HURRICANE TRACKING AND FORECASTING HAVE IMPROVED BATON ROUGE’S ABILITY TO ANTICIPATE STORM
IMPACTS. ENHANCED SATELLITE MONITORING, COMPUTER MODELING, AND COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS ENABLE MORE ACCURATE
PREDICTIONS OF HURRICANE PATHS, WIND SPEEDS, AND RAINFALL AMOUNTS, AIDING IN TIMELY EVACUATIONS AND PREPARATIONS.

PREPAREDNESS AND MITIGATION EFFORTS IN BATON ROUGE

GIVEN ITS HISTORY WITH HURRICANES, BATON ROUGE HAS DEVELOPED COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIES TO ENHANCE RESILIENCE AND
REDUCE STORM-RELATED DAMAGES.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANNING

THE CITY COORDINATES WITH STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES TO MAINTAIN ROBUST EMERGENCY RESPONSE FRAMEWORKS. THESE
INCLUDE EVACUATION PROTOCOLS, EMERGENCY SHELTERS, COMMUNICATION PLANS, AND RESOURCE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS
DESIGNED TO PROTECT RESIDENTS DURING HURRICANE EVENTS.



INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

INVESTMENT IN LEVEES, DRAINAGE SYSTEMS, AND FLOOD CONTROL MEASURES HAS BEEN A PRIORITY TO MITIGATE THE EFFECTS OF
HURRICANE-INDUCED FLOODING. UPGRADES TO POWER GRIDS AND TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS ALSO AIM TO MINIMIZE
DISRUPTION DURING STORMS.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT

PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMS EDUCATE RESIDENTS ABOUT HURRICANE RISKS, PREPAREDNESS
STEPS, AND RECOVERY RESOURCES. THIS PROACTIVE APPROACH FOSTERS A CULTURE OF READINESS AND REDUCES
VULNERABILITY ACROSS BATON ROUGE NEIGHBORHOODS.

LisT oF KeY PREPAREDNESS MEASURES IN BATON ROUGE

® REGULAR HURRICANE DRILLS AND EMERGENCY TRAINING EXERCISES
® DEVELOPMENT OF DETAILED EVACUATION ROUTES AND SHELTER LOCATIONS

® |[NVESTMENT IN RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE AND FLOOD BARRIERS

COLLABORATION WITH METEOROLOGICAL AGENCIES FOR EARLY WARNINGS

e COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS TO DISSEMINATE HURRICANE SAFETY INFORMATION

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF HURRICANES AFFECTING BATON ROUGE?

BATON RoUGE, LOUISIANA, HAS EXPERIENCED IMPACTS FROM SEVERAL HURRICANES OVER THE YEARS, WITH VARYING DEGREES
OF DAMAGE. WHILE NOT DIRECTLY ON THE COAST, IT HAS FELT THE EFFECTS OF MAJOR STORMS LIKE HURRICANE KATRINA IN
2005 aNp HurricaNe GusTAav IN 2008.

\¥/HICH HURRICANE CAUSED THE MOST DAMAGE IN BATON ROUGE?

HURRICANE KATRINA IN 2005 CAUSED SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE IN BATON ROUGE, PRIMARILY DUE TO HEAVY RAINS AND FLOODING,
AS MANY PEOPLE EVACUATED FROM NEW ORLEANS TO BATON ROUGE.

How OFTEN DOES BATON ROUGE EXPERIENCE HURRICANES?

BATON ROUGE DOES NOT FREQUENTLY EXPERIENCE DIRECT HURRICANE HITS DUE TO ITS INLAND LOCATION, BUT IT CAN BE
AFFECTED BY REMNANTS OF STORMS MOVING INLAND FROM THE GULF COAST SEVERAL TIMES A DECADE.

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT oF HURRICANE GUSTAV ON BATON ROUGE?

HurrICANE GUSTAV IN 2008 CAUSED WIDESPREAD POWER OUTAGES AND FLOODING IN BATON ROUGE. THE CITY WAS A
MAJOR EVACUATION DESTINATION, AND THE STORM TESTED LOCAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE SYSTEMS.



HAs BATON ROUGE EVER BEEN DIRECTLY HIT BY A HURRICANE?

BATON ROUGE HAS RARELY BEEN DIRECTLY HIT BY HURRICANES. MOST STORMS WEAKEN BEFORE REACHING THE CITY, BUT THE
AREA STILL EXPERIENCES STRONG WINDS, HEAVY RAIN, AND FLOODING FROM NEARBY HURRICANE LANDFALLS.

\WHAT MEASURES HAS BATON ROUGE TAKEN TO PREPARE FOR HURRICANES?

BATON ROUGE HAS IMPLEMENTED COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLANS, INCLUDING EVACUATION ROUTES, SHELTERS,
AND PUBLIC AW ARENESS CAMPAIGNS TO MITIGATE HURRICANE IMPACTS.

WHAT WAS THE EFFECT OF HURRICANE ISAAC ON BATON ROUGE?

HurrICANE ISAAC IN 20 12 BROUGHT HEAVY RAINFALL AND FLOODING TO BATON ROUGE, CAUSING ROAD CLOSURES AND
POWER OUTAGES, THOUGH THE DAMAGE WAS LESS SEVERE COMPARED TO OTHER MAJOR HURRICANES.

How poes BATON ROUGE'S INLAND LOCATION AFFECT HURRICANE IMPACT?

BEING INLAND, BATON ROUGE TYPICALLY EXPERIENCES REDUCED HURRICANE STRENGTH COMPARED TO COASTAL AREAS.
HURRICANES USUALLY LOSE INTENSITY BEFORE REACHING THE CITY, BUT HEAVY RAINFALL AND FLOODING REMAIN SIGNIFICANT
RISKS.

\W/HAT HISTORICAL RECORDS EXIST ABOUT HURRICANES IMPACTING BATON RoOUGE?

HISTORICAL RECORDS INDICATE THAT BATON ROUGE HAS BEEN AFFECTED BY HURRICANES SINCE THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY,
WITH NOTABLE EVENTS INCLUDING HURRICANES AUDREY (1957), KATRINA (2005), AnD GusTAv (2008) IMPACTING THE
AREA.

How HAS BATON ROUGE’S HURRICANE HISTORY INFLUENCED CITY PLANNING?

BATON ROUGE HAS USED LESSONS FROM PAST HURRICANES TO IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE RESILIENCE, UPDATE BUILDING CODES,
ENHANCE FLOOD CONTROL SYSTEMS, AND DEVELOP BETTER EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. STORM SURGE: THE IMPACT OF HURRICANES ON BATON ROUGE

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF THE HURRICANES THAT HAVE AFFECTED BATON ROUGE, EXPLORING THE
SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OVER THE DECADES. |T INCLUDES FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS FROM RESIDENTS AND
DETAILED ANALYSES OF STORM PATTERNS. THE NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS HOW THE CITY HAS ADAPTED AND REBUILT AFTER EACH
DEVASTATING EVENT.

2. EYe of THE STORM: BATON ROUGE’S BATTLE WITH HURRICANES

FOCUSING ON BATON ROUGE’S EXPERIENCE WITH MAJOR HURRICANES, THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE CITY’S PREPAREDNESS AND
RESPONSE STRATEGIES. |T EXAMINES KEY STORMS THAT SHAPED THE REGION’S EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT POLICIES AND
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE RESILIENCE OF THE COMMUNITY AND LESSONS LEARNED FROM
PAST HURRICANES.

3. Rising WATERS: FLOODING AND HURRICANES IN BATON ROUGE HISTORY

THIS TITLE EXPLORES THE INTERTWINED HISTORY OF HURRICANES AND FLOODING IN BATON ROUGE, EMPHASIZING THE
CHALLENGES POSED BY THE CITY’S GEOGRAPHY. DETAILED CASE STUDIES OF SIGNIFICANT FLOOD EVENTS HIGHLIGHT THE ROLE OF
HURRICANES AS CATALYSTS FOR WIDESPREAD WATER DAMAGE. | HE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES MITIGATION EFFORTS AND FUTURE
RISKS IN THE FACE OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

4. AFTER THE STORM: RECOVERY AND REBUILDING IN BATON ROUGE
THIS BOOK CHRONICLES BATON ROUGE’S RECOVERY PROCESS FOLLOWING MAJOR HURRICANES, FOCUSING ON COMMUNITY
EFFORTS, GOVERNMENT AID, AND LONG-TERM REBUILDING PROJECTS. |IT FEATURES STORIES OF RESILIENCE AND HOPE,



ILLUSTRATING HOW THE CITY HAS TRANSFORMED ITS APPROACH TO DISASTER RECOVERY. THE AUTHOR PROVIDES A HOPEFUL
OUTLOOK ON FUTURE HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS.

5. HurricANE KATRINA AND BATON RouGE: A CITY TRANSFORMED

EXAMINING THE PROFOUND EFFECTS OF HURRICANE KATRINA ON BATON ROUGE, THIS BOOK COVERS THE INFLUX OF EVACUEES
AND THE CITY’S ROLE AS A REFUGE. |T DISCUSSES THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES THAT FOLLOWED THE STORM, AS WELL
AS THE CHALLENGES OF ACCOMMODATING DISPLACED POPULATIONS. THE BOOK PROVIDES A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON HOW
BATON ROUGE WAS IMPACTED BY A HURRICANE THAT DID NOT DIRECTLY HIT THE CITY.

6. NATURE’S FURY: HisTORICAL HURRICANES THAT SHAPED BATON ROUGE

THIS HISTORICAL ACCOUNT TRACES SIGNIFICANT HURRICANES FROM THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY TO THE PRESENT THAT HAVE
INFLUENCED BATON ROUGE’S DEVELOPMENT. THROUGH ARCHIVAL RESEARCH AND METEOROLOGICAL DATA, THE BOOK PAINTS A
VIVID PICTURE OF THE STORMS’ POWER AND THE CITY’S EVOLVING DEFENSES. |T ALSO INCLUDES MAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS
DOCUMENTING THE AFTERMATH OF MAJOR HURRICANES.

7. THE BATON ROUGE HURRICANE ATLAS

AN ESSENTIAL REFERENCE FOR RESEARCHERS AND WEATHER ENTHUSIASTS, THIS ATLAS COMPILES DETAILED MAPS, CHARTS, AND
TIMELINES OF HURRICANES AFFECTING BATON ROUGE. IT PROVIDES AN ACCESSIBLE OVERVIEW OF STORM TRACKS, INTENSITIES,
AND SEASONAL PATTERNS. THE ATLAS SERVES AS A VALUABLE TOOL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL FREQUENCY AND
IMPACT OF HURRICANES ON THE REGION.

8. PREPARING FOR THE WORST: BATON RoUGE’S HURRICANE READINESS

THIS WORK ANALYZES THE CITY’S HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS PLANS, EMERGENCY SERVICES, AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION
PROGRAMS. DRAWING ON INTERVIEWS WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS AND DISASTER EXPERTS, THE BOOK ASSESSES HOW BATON ROUGE
HAS IMPROVED ITS READINESS OVER TIME. |T ALSO OFFERS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ENHANCING FUTURE RESILIENCE AGAINST
HURRICANES.

9. VoIces FroM THE STorM: BATON RoUGE RESIDENTS’ HURRICANE STORIES

THROUGH PERSONAL NARRATIVES AND ORAL HISTORIES, THIS BOOK CAPTURES THE HUMAN SIDE OF LIVING THROUGH HURRICANES
IN BATON ROUGE. RESIDENTS RECOUNT THEIR EXPERIENCES DURING EVACUATION, SURVIVAL, AND REBUILDING, PROVIDING A
HEARTFELT AND DIVERSE COLLECTION OF STORIES. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES THE STRENGTH AND SPIRIT OF THE BATON RoOUGE
COMMUNITY IN THE FACE OF NATURAL DISASTERS.
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