
be what you want to be

be what you want to be is a powerful mantra that encourages individuals to pursue their true
passions, goals, and aspirations without limitations. This concept is central to personal development,
career growth, and overall life satisfaction. Embracing the idea of being what you want to be involves
self-awareness, goal setting, and overcoming obstacles that may stand in the way. It is essential to
understand the strategies and mindset needed to transform ambitions into reality. In this article, the
importance of cultivating the right mindset, practical steps for goal achievement, and overcoming
common challenges will be explored. This comprehensive guide will provide valuable insights for
anyone seeking to unlock their full potential and be what they want to be.
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The Importance of Mindset in Becoming Who You Want
to Be
The foundation of being what you want to be lies in cultivating the right mindset. A growth mindset
encourages perseverance, resilience, and a positive attitude toward challenges. This outlook contrasts
with a fixed mindset, which can limit potential by fostering self-doubt and fear of failure.
Understanding the power of belief systems and self-talk is crucial because they directly influence
motivation and behavior.

Growth Mindset vs Fixed Mindset
A growth mindset involves the belief that abilities and intelligence can be developed through effort
and learning. Individuals with this mindset embrace challenges, learn from criticism, and persist
despite setbacks. In contrast, a fixed mindset assumes that talents and intelligence are static, leading
to avoidance of challenges and a tendency to give up easily. Adopting a growth mindset is essential
for anyone who wants to be what they want to be, as it fuels continuous improvement and
adaptability.

The Power of Positive Self-Talk
Positive self-talk reinforces confidence and motivation. It helps individuals reframe negative thoughts



and maintain focus on their goals. By consistently encouraging oneself with affirmations and
constructive feedback, it becomes easier to stay committed to the journey of personal and
professional growth.

Setting Clear and Achievable Goals
Defining clear and achievable goals is a critical step in the process of being what you want to be.
Goals act as a roadmap, guiding actions and decisions toward desired outcomes. Without specific
targets, efforts may become scattered and ineffective. Effective goal setting involves clarity, realism,
and measurable criteria.

SMART Goals Framework
The SMART criteria provide a structured approach to goal setting. SMART stands for Specific,
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound. This framework helps ensure that goals are well-
defined and attainable within a realistic timeframe, increasing the likelihood of success.

Prioritizing Goals for Maximum Impact
Not all goals carry the same weight or urgency. Prioritizing goals allows individuals to focus on what
matters most and allocate resources efficiently. This process involves evaluating each goal’s impact
on long-term aspirations and breaking down large objectives into manageable tasks.

Practical Steps to Be What You Want to Be
Turning aspirations into reality requires deliberate actions and consistent effort. Implementing
practical strategies helps bridge the gap between intention and achievement. These steps involve
planning, skill development, and maintaining motivation throughout the journey.

Developing a Detailed Action Plan
An action plan outlines the specific steps needed to achieve set goals. It includes timelines, resources
required, and potential challenges. A well-structured plan serves as a reference point for progress
tracking and adjustment.

Building Skills and Competencies
Acquiring relevant skills is often necessary to be what you want to be. This may involve formal
education, training programs, or self-directed learning. Continuous skill development enhances
confidence and effectiveness in pursuing desired roles or careers.



Maintaining Consistency and Discipline
Consistency in effort is a key factor in long-term success. Discipline ensures that daily habits align
with overarching goals. Establishing routines and accountability mechanisms can help sustain
momentum and prevent procrastination.

Overcoming Obstacles on the Path to Self-Realization
Challenges and setbacks are inevitable in the pursuit to be what you want to be. Recognizing
common obstacles and developing strategies to overcome them is essential for maintaining progress
and motivation.

Dealing with Fear and Self-Doubt
Fear of failure and self-doubt can hinder progress significantly. Techniques such as visualization,
mindfulness, and seeking support from mentors can mitigate these feelings. Building resilience
through positive experiences also helps reduce anxiety over time.

Managing External Challenges
External factors such as financial constraints, lack of resources, or unsupportive environments may
pose difficulties. Identifying these challenges early enables proactive problem-solving, such as
seeking alternative resources or building supportive networks.

Adapting to Change and Setbacks
Flexibility is crucial when unexpected changes occur. Being open to revising goals and strategies
without losing sight of the ultimate vision allows individuals to navigate obstacles effectively and
continue progressing toward their aspirations.

The Role of Continuous Learning and Adaptability
Continuous learning and adaptability are vital components in the journey to be what you want to be.
The modern world demands ongoing skill enhancement and the ability to adjust to evolving
circumstances, making lifelong learning indispensable.

Embracing Lifelong Learning
Lifelong learning involves actively seeking new knowledge and experiences beyond formal education.
Engaging in workshops, reading, and networking fosters intellectual growth and prepares individuals
to seize emerging opportunities.



Staying Adaptable in a Changing Environment
Adaptability allows individuals to respond effectively to shifts in industries, technologies, and societal
trends. Cultivating flexibility in thinking and behavior supports continuous relevance and success in
one’s chosen path.

Leveraging Feedback for Improvement
Constructive feedback provides valuable insights into areas of strength and improvement. Embracing
feedback with an open mind facilitates personal growth and helps refine approaches to achieving
goals.

Understand and adopt a growth mindset

Set SMART and prioritized goals

Create actionable and detailed plans

Develop necessary skills continuously

Maintain consistency and discipline

Overcome fears and external challenges

Embrace lifelong learning and adaptability

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'be what you want to be' mean?
The phrase encourages individuals to pursue their true passions and aspirations, emphasizing self-
determination and personal freedom in choosing one’s own path in life.

How can I start being what I want to be?
Begin by identifying your passions and strengths, setting clear goals, creating a plan, and taking
consistent actions toward those goals while staying adaptable and resilient.

What are common obstacles to becoming what you want to
be?
Common obstacles include fear of failure, societal pressure, lack of resources or support, self-doubt,
and limited opportunities, which can all hinder progress toward personal goals.



How important is mindset in being what you want to be?
Mindset is crucial; a positive, growth-oriented mindset helps overcome challenges, embrace learning,
and maintain motivation on the journey to becoming who you want to be.

Can 'be what you want to be' apply to career choices?
Yes, it encourages choosing a career path based on personal interests and values rather than external
expectations, leading to greater fulfillment and success.

How do I handle criticism when pursuing who I want to be?
View criticism constructively by evaluating its validity, learning from it if useful, and remaining
confident in your goals without being discouraged by negativity.

Why is self-awareness important in being what you want to
be?
Self-awareness helps you understand your true desires, strengths, and weaknesses, enabling you to
make informed decisions and pursue a path that genuinely aligns with who you are.

Additional Resources
1. “The Power of Now: A Guide to Spiritual Enlightenment” by Eckhart Tolle
This book emphasizes living in the present moment and letting go of past regrets and future
anxieties. It encourages readers to embrace mindfulness and self-awareness as tools for personal
growth. By being fully present, you can better understand your true self and align with your authentic
desires.

2. “Start with Why: How Great Leaders Inspire Everyone to Take Action” by Simon Sinek
Simon Sinek explores the importance of discovering your “why” – the fundamental purpose that
drives you. Understanding your core motivation helps in setting meaningful goals and becoming the
person you aspire to be. This book is particularly useful for those seeking clarity in their personal and
professional lives.

3. “Atomic Habits: An Easy & Proven Way to Build Good Habits & Break Bad Ones” by James Clear
James Clear provides practical strategies to develop positive habits that support your long-term goals.
By focusing on small, incremental changes, you can transform your lifestyle and identity. This book
helps readers become the kind of person who naturally embodies their aspirations.

4. “Mindset: The New Psychology of Success” by Carol S. Dweck
Carol Dweck introduces the concept of fixed versus growth mindsets and explains how adopting a
growth mindset can unlock your potential. Embracing challenges and learning from failures are key
themes that empower you to evolve into who you want to be. The book offers valuable insights on
personal development and resilience.

5. “You Are a Badass: How to Stop Doubting Your Greatness and Start Living an Awesome Life” by Jen
Sincero



This motivational guide combines humor and practical advice to help readers overcome self-doubt
and embrace their inner power. Jen Sincero encourages you to break free from limiting beliefs and
pursue your dreams with confidence. It’s a great read for those wanting to step into their best selves.

6. “Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance” by Angela Duckworth
Angela Duckworth explores how passion and perseverance are critical components of success. The
book teaches that talent alone isn’t enough; sustained effort toward your goals shapes who you
become. It’s an inspiring read for anyone aiming to develop long-term commitment to their ambitions.

7. “Designing Your Life: How to Build a Well-Lived, Joyful Life” by Bill Burnett and Dave Evans
This book applies design thinking principles to life planning, helping you create a fulfilling and
purpose-driven existence. It offers exercises to explore different possibilities and prototype your
future self. It’s ideal for those seeking creative ways to define and achieve their ideal life.

8. “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People: Powerful Lessons in Personal Change” by Stephen R.
Covey
Stephen Covey outlines seven key habits that foster effectiveness in personal and professional life.
These habits promote proactive behavior, goal-setting, and continuous self-improvement. By
integrating these principles, you can align your actions with your aspirations and become the person
you want to be.

9. “Dare to Lead: Brave Work. Tough Conversations. Whole Hearts.” by Brené Brown
Brené Brown focuses on cultivating courage and vulnerability as essential qualities for leadership and
personal growth. The book encourages embracing authenticity and empathy to create meaningful
connections. It’s a powerful resource for those who want to lead with integrity and become their
truest selves.
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